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I. Introduction 

A. Statelessness definition: 

On the report of the article 15 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which holds that “everyone has the 

right to a nationality” and ‘‘No one shall be arbitrarily underprivileged of his nationality nor refused the right to 

switch his nationality’’. We don’t afraid about our citizenship or nationality on a diurnal basis. But for others, 

citizenship or nationality is like a stumbling block and often a deep-rooted issue (Goris, Harrington &Köhn; 2009). 

Hayden (2008) stated his point of view about mass statelessness became an extended affairs constituted by the 

sovereign rights of expulsion and denationalization which continues to be treated irrelevantly and practically as 

an extraordinary problem. But when we are taking about protection and equality of the stateless persons Blitz 

(2009) expressed his idea that the capacity of states to deliver services in a non-discriminatory manner remains a 

major impediment to the elimination and prevention of statelessness. Information and dissemination of the 

services are subject to asymmetries. The capacity to deliver services by the states to the agents does not always 

reach in a time bound manner due to several reasons. The inability of propagation of services in a non-

discriminatory manner remains a major impediment to the elimination and prevention of statelessness in the 

contemporary society. The challenges related with reducing and preventing of statelessness must be addressed 

through sectoral reforms and through the development of participatory conjuncture discretionary role of the 

agents. This is very much convenient in the case of the reduction of statelessness from birth. Before the law every 

stateless persons have an equal right to security, refused due process, not to be unreasonable arrested, subjected 

to brutal torture or bounded labour or get back to a place where they would be persecuted (Frelick &Lynch;2005) 

. Statelessness is thus not only a question of non-existence or obstruction from existing, but it is also about 

vulnerability and exposure to political and physical violence by the sovereign state (Eliassi; 2015). The stateless 

people is not only reduced to a superfluous identity but its identity, culture, food, history and existence is 

dispossessed, suppressed and muted by the sovereign power that denies the stateless people the right to full public 

visibility, recognition and representation (ibid; 2015).In the political discourse of modernity statelessness is 

evoking sympathetic mercy and formulate as a humanitarian issue on a par with homelessness, hunger, sexual 

exploitation and exclusion. They felt difficulties like accessing health care, education and getting legal 

employment for state isolation. This is because a consideration of statelessness as politics and the stateless as a 

Abstract: It is not striking that there is a cavity in the literature and data regarding Chinese statelessness in 

India. In fact, Chinese Indian nationality laws have become even more restrictive and powerful after 1962 

war period. After Sino-Tibetan war and disrupted border incident Chinese were suddenly the nemesis and 
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and observers. 

 

Keywords: Chinatown, social border, political solidness, Deoli camp, narrative enquiry. 

 

http://www.iasir.net/
mailto:ishanighatak.in@hotmail.com
https://www.google.co.in/search?rlz=1C1CHBD_enIN713IN714&espv=2&biw=1024&bih=662&q=define+convalescence&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj9hKOug6nQAhXBRo8KHdxKCooQ_SoIHDAA


Ghatak et al., American International Journal of Research in Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences, 23(1), June -August-2018, pp. 84-90 

AIJRHASS 18-318; © 2018, AIJRHASS All Rights Reserved                                                                                                               Page 85 

“political subject” immediately invokes the thorny issue of rights, which in the political discourse of modernity, 

is intrinsically linked with the institution of the nation-state and national sovereignty (Vali, 1998:85). 

B. Existence of Social Boundaries: 

The concept of boundary has been central to the study of ethnic and racial in equality as an alternative to more 

static cultural or even biological theories of ethnic and racial differences. The boundary question has been a 

traditional but under theorized concern in human geography(Sibley; 2002).Geographers have classified 

boundaries on diverging grounds and understood them as 

forming categories of their own but not to paid much 

consciousness usually to the organization and replication of 

social life territoriality and power and the meanings of 

boundaries in the construction (Passi; 1998).But political 

geographers and political scientists have perceived boundaries 

as secure and solid empirical organizations which divide the 

intercontinental room into bounded units that differentiate as an 

outcome of conflicts(ibid;1998).Though boundary may have 

territorial counterparts but our observations are of course related 

with social boundaries. If a group keeps their identity when 

members connected with others, this requires criteria for 

determining associates and ways of indicating membership and 

exclusion (Barth; 1969). Social boundaries are objectified forms 

of social differences manifested in unequal access to and 

unequal distribution of resources (material and nonmaterial) and 

social opportunities. The social boundaries convey the idea 

about social life and it precipitates a distinct nature and 

multiplex syndicate of behavior and social ties, social networks 

and obviously for social processes. Thus for express the ethnic 

minority groups in an innovative way the prime focus of 

investigation give more importance the idea about social border. 

But in contemporary periods, the scheme of “social boundaries” 

has come to play an indispensable role in ethnic minority groups 

or enclaves across the social sciences. The functions and 

importance of social boundaries in the life of the state and 

society is a subject of discussion and compromise, the role of 

boundaries being differently interpreted by various social groups. So the voices and the accounts of marginalized 

groups can both challenge and reinforce group boundaries often sanctioned by the state as the legitimate order of 

things. Examining these voices is also important to explore how group boundaries are made and unmade ( Lamont 

and Mizrachi ; 2012) It has been associated with research on cognition, social and collective identity, 

commensuration, census categories, cultural capital, cultural membership, racial and ethnic group positioning, 

hegemonic masculinity, professional jurisdictions, scientific controversies, group rights, immigration, and 

contentious politics, to mention only some of the most visible examples(Lamont & Molnar;2002). The 

sociological categorizations of boundaries are expressed through a series of binary distinctions which highlight 

the border as constituting a sharp edge and a clear line of separation between two distinct entities, or opposites. 

These have been expressed in a number of ways, such as: Here–There/Us–Them/Include–Exclude/Self–

Other/Inside–Outside. Social portrayals about boundaries compose an element of political and ethnic identity. But 

national identity often synchronizing many overlapping identities like religious, tribal, linguistic, class, gender, 

etc. but it is perhaps the most inevitable in the modern world (Greenfeld & Chirot;1994). So for specifying the 

boundary system there is a need to larger methodology of literature because symbolic boundary transmitted to 

Social boundary by the immigrants to the other end in a national context. 

 

II. Background to the research setting 

A. Stateless despite being born in India: 

After occupying in the state for a period of six years or more Chinese are ‘‘stateless’’ even after being born in 

India. Registration Certificate (RC) issued after the 1962 Sino-Indian war, which permit Chinese to sojourn in 

Kolkata but also needs to prolong makeshift citizenship each year. Even decent Chinese aged persons anticipating 

for their voting right was integrated. The registration issues are segmented into three distinct parts like: 

 Chinese people born before 1947 and have British passport 

 Born in China and have Chinese passport 

 Third category was quite apparent than former two issues like people who born in between 1947-1950, 

these people not recommended as Indian citizen by Britishers and was indeterminate as the Constitution was not 

concocted till 1950 . 

Fig 1: A copy of registration process of persons of 

Chinese race claiming British nationality. West Bengal 

State Archive. File no- 236-39 (12)1. (Reprinted by 

permission). 
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Things began to change, however, in the late 1950s, when the Union government issued orders concerning the 

registration of foreigners, consequent to some legislative changes with regard to their status. According to a report 

of Mahanirban Calcutta Research Group(CRG) ‘on January 12, 1960, Y.K. Cheung, president of the Overseas 

Chinese Association of India, addressed a meeting and iterated that the Chinese community stood fully behind the 

Indian people and the Government of India – 85 per cent of the people who attended was in tune with him. This 

was in the context of a border dispute and Chinese incursions into India. Cheung also said that the Chinese 

community treated India as its homeland and that the Chinese regarded themselves as citizens of India. He said 

that of the 15,000 Chinese in India, 12,000 lived in Calcutta and many had applied for citizenship’. According to 

media report Indian prime minister, Jawaharlal Nehru’s despondency over Beijing’s antagonism and the 1962 war 

both signaled the start of bitterness towards Calcutta’s Chinese (Bhashkaran ; 2015). The Sino-Indian rift after 

1959, and particularly the 1962 war, could be called a landmark in the reverse trend of declining growth rate. The 

border dispute changed the official Indian attitude towards its residents of Chinese descent. In the spring of 1963, 

China sent ships to Madras and several groups of Chinese were repatriated. In all, some 2,345 Indian Chinese 

were repatriated to China in 1963.These included both internees and their dependents. From then till the present 

day there has been a sharp decline in the Chinese population in Calcutta (Chattejee; 2005). But there are few, who 

are still not evaluated as Indian citizen and excluded all the rights of social inclusion. Development pressure and 

threat of rapid transformations are likely to promote high and commercial development and subsequent 

gentrification of the Chinese community (Basu & Mandal; 2014). In  Kolkata,  the  population  of  the  Indian  

Chinese  last  registered  in  2005  amount  to  10,461  individuals  living  mostly  at  Tangra  and  Central  Kolkata  

around  the  Tiretta  Bazar  and  the  Chhattawala  Gali  area.    

  

B. Background research at Deoli camp: An unknown tale in Indian history: 

Here provide a brief history about the Deoli internment camp. It is the story of how over 3,000 Indian-Chinese – 

men, women and children including infants – were summarily arrested without trial and placed in a disused World 

War II POW(prisoner of war) camp in Deoli, Rajasthan (Ellias;2015). These "hyphenated Indians" became the 

scapegoats for the country's defeat in the 1962 war with China (Griffiths;2013).Succeeding the sovereignty of 

the Republic of India in 1947 and the establishing of the People's Republic of China in 1949, both the countries 

appreciate a space of affectionate correlation , despite having uncertain borderline controversies in the areas 

of NEFA( The North-East Frontier Agency)and Aksai Chin. The momentous brawling of the 1962 China-India 

Border War extended for two months in 1962. The actual brawling occurred in three widely dissected areas named 

Walong, Tawang, and Aksai Chin While the undivided border was the main war issue(Calvin; 1984). 

 

 
Fig 2: Deoli Internment Camp, Jodhpur, Rajasthan, India. (Reprinted by permission of AIDCI, Ontario, Canada). 

Fig 3: Union Home Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri visiting the Chinese internment camp at Deoliin Rajasthan (June 9, 1963).Photo 

Source: The Hindu Archives. 

The Indian government and some members of academia comprehensively draw that Chinese minorities a red is 

trustful after the explosion of the war (Banerjee; 2007). The broad language of the act allowed for the arrest of 

any person simply for having a Chinese surname, a drop of Chinese blood, or a Chinese spouse (Schiavenza; 

2013). Chinese Indians were strike by hosts like their property, restaurants, and shops vandalized that’s not the 

end because many Chinese media and schools were collapsed. Under the draconian law, 10,000 people of Chinese 

origin were estimated to have been detained from all over India, including 

Calcutta, Bombay, Darjeeling, Kalimpong, Jamshedpur, and the Northeast (ibid; 2007). All of them were accused 

of being spies, but not a single charge has ever been proven. The camp housed 7,000 inmates, 60% of whom were 

children or elderly people (Mazumdar; 2010). People who could not escalate travel outlays they were reluctant to 

abandon were free from barbed wire but those not were stay in detention center. Vulnerable age group unwonted 
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to the roasting desert ambience as a result people died in heat strokes and diseases. Still Indian Government didn’t 

express the actual number of internees were released and there are no official records of exactly how many were 

sent to Deoli. After this incident many people who cope well with difficulties in their life emigrated to the Canada, 

Australia and United States and thus there was lack of information about how many people migrated as aftermath 

of this political hazard. The Chinese in India emigrated and created a life overseas, leaving the shadow of the 1962 

Sino-Indian incident behind (Li; 2015).The Constitution of India and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
jointly overstepped the internees to which India was an original signatory (ibid; 2013).The documentary “From 

Border to Border” by Chung Shefong is based on the script about the ethnic ties between the hosts and alienated 

communities in Deoli.  Storyteller also input some other issues like inter-ethnic relations like–migration status, 

occupational status, gender norms, arranged marriage. But interestingly evoked some questions in our cognitive 

mind and those questions were - Will ethnic Chinese in India always be perpetual foreigners?  Is there a way to 

reconcile 1962’s history without forgetting it? But moreover, what does 1962 in India teach us about other 

overseas Chinese communities?  What about marginalized communities that once saw the US, Canada, the UK, 

Australia (pretty much Western “democracies”) as destinations for freedom? [Adopted from the website of 

Association of India Deoli Camp Internees 1962 (AIDCI)]. 

 

III. Methods: 

The social researcher pays investigative consciousness to how the events or stories got congregate that way. The 

term narrative is used in a heterogeneous ways by qualitative disciplines which convey different output often 

compatible with storytelling. Social science researches often concentrate on the content of narration or storytelling 

where content is not cramped to referential meanings but inspect at various levels like lexical, grammatical, social 

and pragmatic (Wood & Kroger; 2000). Although narrative analysts do not particle the text into individual content 

categories, but some qualitative researchers tend to capture in categorizing of prolonged stretches of talk structured 

around time and sequencing of events (Riessman; 1991).For whom was this story constructed, how was it made 

and for what purpose? What cultural discourses does it draw on—take for granted? What does it accomplish?" 

(Riessman & Speedy; 2007). 

 

 
Fig 4: Conceptual Diagram of Narrative inquiry Survey and field notes of shared experiences 

 

Many scholars have reflected the time, temporality and change of events to be the differentiating feature of 

narrative (e.g., Ricoeur; 1984, Bruner; 1991, Griffin; 1992, Riessman; 2002, Cunliffe et al.; 2004, Langley et al.; 

2013).By the help of a distinct narrative inquiry method researcher accumulate stories, field notes of shared 

experiences, interviewee’s answer about the past events, memories, Diasporas and even also knowledge about the 

psychological trauma as well. A narrative engagement can also entail reproducing inequity and hierarchical 

political, cultural, economic and gendered arrangements in the wider society (Eliassi; 2015). In this research 

methods adopted on the basis of narrative inquiry for anatomize aftermath of Deoli camp incident. Here conducted 

the interviews in English, Hindi, Bengali and Chinese (with interpreter) depending on the interviewee's preference. 

All 19 internees who were invited to participate agreed to participate in focused group discussion. At the 

completion of all data collection, a systematic, inductive and across-case data analysis (Lieblich et al. 1998) was 

organized. 
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Table 1: Summarized methods which are applied in this research. 

Methods Participants Research 

instruments 

Procedure Data analysis 

1. Narrative inquiry 

 Field notes of 
shared experiences. 

 

Total age old 

men(n =15) and 

women(n =4), 
n= 19. 

 

In-depth semi 

structured 

interview 

 Studying 

sensitive questions, 

 Interviews held 

at Church, temples, 

organizations, clubs, 
Premises, households, 

streets etc.  

 Took 20 to 35 
minutes for each interview, 

using tape recorder 
 

 interview 

documentations were read 
constantly to pinpoint 

identical gist,  

 Interview quotes 
therefore were manually 

analyzed. 

 
IV. Results and Discussions: 

The interviewees include individuals with different social, economic and educational path and also different 

experiences and traumas. Chinese have politically and historically belonged to a dominated group in Kolkata so 

their defamed voices and experiences can contribute to a fecund argument about how relations of inclusion and 

exclusion are constituted for ethnic minorities in the developing world. Participants also expressed their views 

about exclusion within their own keens and relatives because their adult children emigrated in abroad and they 

face social isolation within the community also. Based on qualitative analysis, this investigation provides 

individual perceptions on the experiences and traumas of the internees group in Kolkata. 

A. Participants’ Characteristics: 

A total of 19 Chinese older adults participated in focus groups discussions out of which 4 were female. The mean 

age was 66.5 years old. Participants’ average length of residence in the Chinatown was 15.3 years and the majority 

internees shifted in Canada, United Kingdom, Australia, Sweden, Taiwan and USA. Their numbers in the east 

Indian metropolis swelled to around 11,000 after Independence until the 1962 Sino-Indian conflict halted 

immigration(Mitra;2002).All the shared experiences collected from field summarized the table in below: 

 
Table 2: A summary of findings decoded by focus group discussions from participant and their shared experiences: 

Respon-

dent no 

Locations Categories Sub 

categories 

Representative Statements 

1 Old 

Chinatown 

Destruction Financial “After released from camp, one morning our family was dumped in the 

streets in Kolkata, near Nanking restaurant. We didn’t know anybody in 
here, my family survived a lot, now I have a happy family with two children”  

2 

 
 

Old 

Chinatown 

Destruction Financial “We had lost everything whatever had. Our property was sold by Govt. and 

local people as 'enemy property'. Even Our grandmother also left in 
1Malbazar, we didn’t get any news of her” 

3 Old 

Chinatown 

Destruction Financial  “After released from camp people discovered that their properties damaged, 

handed over or sold off by local. Even local people consumed their 

properties in an illegal way but original document holders are now in abroad 
so I don’t think they claim their properties” 

4 New 

Chinatown 

Destruction Social “being a Chinese Indian, we are excluded from every sphere of society and 

live with a lack of identity” 

5 New 
Chinatown 

Destruction Social “we are not spies or secret agents thus after released me and my family 
migrated  because our every behavior was under in observation, so it’s all 

about the matter of mistrust”  

6 New 
Chinatown 

Trauma Mental “We did not like to speak about 2Deoli event because nobody could give 
balm on our pain so we construct walls of silence around us. You can see 

the walls of our home, tanneries isn’t it looks like a great wall”  

7 New 
Chinatown 

Trauma Mental “I still get panicked  or get in a sweat whenever I listen about any border 
problems or news because I spent lots of apprehensive nights after that 

event” 

8 Old 

Chinatown 

Assistance Financial “We were four siblings, two brothers and two sisters, Police caught us from 
1Malbazar and left after two years from 2Deoli camp. But didn’t offer any 
money for compensation” 

9 New 

Chinatown 

Assistance Social “lost my valuable time of education, I was 11 at that time, recently I heard 

that the Indian government has announced that those who could produce 
their real documentations about legal properties whatever they lost at that 

time could file claims but I don’t think that actually happened because lots 

of properties were looted by local people”  

10 Old 

Chinatown 

Assistance Political “our movements were restricted, few people were required to report to local 

police stations at least once in a month, we are white skin people but 

majority of people are black skin holder so their voices (say political voices) 

are more stronger than us” 

11 Old 

Chinatown 

Destruction Identity We cannot have a stable life because our identity and belongings always in 

question mark. So You have a lot of self-doubt about your belongings within 

larger society. 
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12 Old 

Chinatown 

Destruction Identity Statelessness arises so many doubtful questions and I have a lot of self-doubt 

about my identity after internee life. 

13 New 
Chinatown 

Destruction Political Indian Govt. intentionally disregard and denied our  existence for several 
years and we become a forgotten chapter in history 

14 New 

Chinatown 

Trauma Mental and 

Physical 

It’s like a was a nightmare, many people disposed  like garbage, several 

people died in the camp due to improper food and hot weather.  

15 New 
Chinatown 

Destruction Physical When my father was detained, my family members stay in China they 
stopped receiving remittances from my father. After removal we listened 

they died but father’s opinion it was for malnutrition and starvation. 

16 Old 
Chinatown 

Assistance Social I was pregnant that time but after arrest I requesting authorities for abortion 
but they wouldn’t let me  and gave permission in advance to go to a hospital 

outside the camp 

17 Old 

Chinatown 

Sense  Spatial 3Makum, where I lived and worked. After release from camp never visit the 

place again. But wish to visit 3Makum at least once where I spend my joyful 
days of adolescence. 

18 New 

Chinatown 

Trauma Mental my family was sent to camp, my father arrest a few weeks earlier so  we 

don’t brought no memories of that sleepless nights 

19 New 
Chinatown 

Destruction Identity The Indian government thought we were spies any person with a Chinese 
surname were the "enemy". 

1 Malbazar a small town located in the Northern part of West Bengal district, India once holding a large amount of Chinese population.  
2 Deoli is a World War II POW camp in Rajasthan, India where thousands of Chinese were stay as internees during 1962 war. 
3Makum a town situated in Tinsukia district of Assam, India once had a large Chinatown but soon destroyed after the outbreak of 1962 war. 

  

V. Conclusion: 

The long and tragic history of Indian Chinese people in 1962 is successively goes downhill now. People bore with 

the Chinese names and they are still unenlightened about the agony deal out to tiny community (Chen; 2015). The 

shrinking nature of Indian Chinese community in India is need to more emphasis by citizens that why the Chinese 

became stateless and what will be the apologies viewpoint of Indian Government. Thus Chinese people not only 

restricted by Cuisine, restaurants and lion dances but something more knowledgably for Indians. Indian Chinese 

were free from any kind of recompense and atonement even not any apology from Indian Government. 

Surprisingly few Indians had proper knowledge about it though the event is free from Indian history book chapters 

also. Survived and traumatized Chinese couldn’t get ready to share their experiences. The Union minister Mr. 

Rajnath Sing said that he feel sorry for those Chinese Indian people, who were looted, tortured, harassed and 

dissociated from their families, relatives and became homeless. They had already been assimilated to the Indian 

society when they had to face that unfortunate state of affairs. Now they overcome all the inter-ethnic borders 

within host society and they are imprisoned from social borders through assimilation but still stateless. 
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