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I. Introduction 

A. Privacy in Cyberspace  

Allen (2000) in her paper Gender and Privacy in Cyberspace quotes that “Too little privacy in cyberspace is 

something of a problem for anyone who wants privacy, whether male or female. But too much privacy in 

cyberspace can be a problem, too.” National Research Council (1994) said that cyberspace privacy including 

anonymity, confidentiality, secrecy, and encryptioncan obscure the sources of tortious misconduct, criminality, 

incivility, surveillance, and threats to public health and safety.  

 

B.  Right to Privacy 

Smith H.J. (2011) and his fellow researchers observed that there are many theoretical developments in the body 

of normative and purely descriptive studies that have not been addressed in empirical research on privacy. 

Rajagopal K. (2017) in his article observed that a nine-judge Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court on August 

24thruled that right to privacy is “intrinsic to life and liberty” and is inherently protected under the various 

fundamental freedoms enshrined under Part III of the Indian Constitution. 

 

II. REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

 

A. Problems of engagement in cyberspace 

Allen (2000) in her study observed that cyberspace could also serve as a place for child molesters when 

conversations happens on a variety of subjects between two people. A Beckenham (2001) observed that new 

information and communication technologies have excited considerable popular and expert attention over the last 

decades of the twentieth century.  

 

III. OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY 

 To find out the problems faced by homemakers in cyberspace with regards to their privacy in Salem 

district, Tamil Nadu. 

IV. METHODOLOGY 

200 samples were set as a target with semi-structured questionnaires distributed among homemakers in Salem to 

find out the problems faced by homemakers in cyberspacewith regards to their privacy.  

Abstract: Right to privacy is one of the major rights entitled to all citizens of India. At least, that was the case 

until these many years since the country’s independence in 1950. However, it has to be noted that it was one 

of the many topics that had intense debate for a long period of time amongst people across various walks of 

life such as common man, academicians, policy makers, law makers etc. Despite all the discussions and 

deliberations, it was still not clear whether or not it was a fundamental right as was claimed and stated in the 

Indian constitution. It was put to bed finally by the apex court of the country on August 24, 2017 when a 9 

member bench of the Supreme Court delivered a verdict saying that the right to privacy is indeed a 

fundamental right and applies to all citizens. The current research paper looks at the aspect of privacy for 

women who happen to be a major percentile of India’s populace in the cyberspace by focusing on the concerns 

faced by women with regards to their privacy in the cyberspace by employing quantitative research 

approaches in the form of questionnaires to elicit responses among homemakers and reaching the objective 

of the study undertaken. 
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Table 1 Age  

 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative 

Percent 

21-25 95 47 47.5 47.5 

26-30 104 51.5 52 52 

31 and above 1 0.5 0.5 0.5 

Total 200 100 100 100 

 

 

Table 2 Area of living 

 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative 

Percent 

Urban 87 43.1 43.5 43.5 

Semi-urban 56 27.7 28 71.5 

Rural 57 28.2 28.5 100 

Total 200 100 100 100 

 

Table 3 Types of Online media used  

Types of Online media used 

Social Network sites Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Facebook  110 55 55 55 

Twitter 15  7.5 7.5 62.5 

Whatsapp 45 22.5 22.5 85 

You Tube 15 7.5 7.5 92.5 

Cooking apps 15 7.5 7.5 100 

Total 200 100 100 100 

V.  FINDINGS 

 

 When looking at the age of the respondents, it was revealed that52% of the respondents were aged 26-

30, followed by those who were aged 21-25 with 47.5%. Respondents who were aged 31 and above were 

the least with 0.5%. 

 Urban respondents were the highest with 43.1% followed by rural respondents with 28.2%. Semi-urban 

respondents were the least with 27.7%. 

 Facebook is used more in comparison to other types of online media with 55%.22.5% of the respondents 

use WhatsApp.Twitter, You Tube and Cooking apps are used by 7.5% of the respondents.  

 An overwhelming majority of respondents with 78% strongly agreed that they have concerns with 

regards to privacy. 75% of the respondents strongly agreed to the statement that they have faced some 

form of cyber stalking.  

 70% of the respondents have agreed that they have concerns with the pictures that they share on social 

media. 55% of the respondents strongly agreed that they have received message requests from strangers 

in Facebook. 25% of the respondents agreed that they have received messages from strangers in 

Whatsapp. 65% of the respondents agreed that they have received obscene messages and content in social 

media.    

VI.  CONCLUSION 

Social media is one of major avenues where there are various platforms for a plethora of things such as gaining 

and sharing information, opinions, awareness creation, employment opportunities, citizen and online journalism, 

academia etc. Despite the presence of various platforms such as Facebook, Twitter, You Tube etc. there are also 

enough opportunities for various anti-social elements to create problems especially for women. Right to privacy 

is one the hottest topics of debate across scholars and academia for over a long period of time. The current research 

study was envisioned to look into the aspect of right to privacy among homemakers in Salem district, Tamil Nadu 

with regards to the concerns that they have in the cyberspace. The study revealed thatFacebook is the most used 

social media platform with 55%. 70% of the respondents strongly agreed thatthey have faced some form of cyber 

stalking. This shows that despite many fold advancements in the area of cyberspace and presence of various 
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platforms there still exists a large percentile of homemakers who are still subjected to cyber stalking and therefore 

have privacy concerns.  
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