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I. Introduction 

In the beginning of civilization, man used to communicate with the help of pictures, which was known as 

heliographic medium of communication. Man, as a thinking animal, has potential to develop the things in his own 

ways and has unforeseen ability to express his ideas in numerous ways. In the initial stage and even today also 

non-verbal communication has been working as a very effective medium for conveying feeling and thoughts. But 

as the time passed and human brain developed, an urge for more prominent mode of conversation aroused and 

this need invented verbal and written forms of communication.  

In the journey of man’s communicating with man, language emerged as the most effective tool of communication. 

Non-verbal communication has its limitation of creating andsustaining values in society. A language plays an 

instrumental role in defining and spreading the finer ideas and thoughts. The shape and make of languages are in 

signs, symbols and scripts the world over. This shows that man wants to communicate his feelings and ideas in 

smaller verbal signs and symbols that, if understood properly, convey bigger shape and meaning even without 

seeing the object.  

The history of literature the world over began with emergence of human civilization. Man is a creative animal, 

different from other races and species. The birds are also creative but, but there is no change in their creativity. 

The shape and make of the nests made by birds have ever remained the same but the same of the human beings 

has undergone the changes, and the change with the creativity of the human beings has been instrumental for all 

kinds of creativity – physical and literary. 

 

II. Analysis 

Communication is an in-born activity of human beings. Each human being--male or female--is engaged in 

communicating with other human beings individually or in groups. It will be rather a repetition of mentioning 

here about the well classified forms of communication: Gestural, Oral and Written or Non-verbal, Verbal and 

Written.  

What is gestural communication and what is its relation to literature? Is language required in this form? As the 

word gesture denotes appearance, communication through appearance is gestural communication. This type of 

communication is universally found and is very useful for communicative purposes. Unless man does not deeply 

interact with another man, his/her needs may be fulfilled without use of a language, though various meanings may 

be sought by various types of gestures one does. In India, the story of a great 4th- 5th century poet Kalidas is very 

popular in Indian society. He was cutting that branch of a tree on which he was sitting himself. It was his innocent 

act which he was doing ignorantly. The then pundits(scholars) from Ujjain,who were wandering here and there in 

search of a suitable match for the princess of kingdom ,saw him doing this act and thought of him being a fool. 

They decided him to be married with the princess,Vidyotma who used to insult the pundits by defeating them in 

shastratha(spiritualdebate).The princess was a learned scholar but her win in shastratha had subjected her become 
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a prey forthe pride of her knowledge. One may be curious to know about the events that took place in the life of 

Vidyotma and Kalidas. 

Kalidas was dressed up like a scholar but was warned by the pundits not speak at all. They had given him lolly-

pop of getting him married with a princess and thus becoming a rich and powerful person as well. He was directed 

to respond to the princess’s questions by moving or showing the different parts of his body, like fingers, fists and 

shoulders etc. The princess was told by the pundits that Kalidas had taken vow not to speak for a fewdays. In 

India, manypeople do this act, which is called as maun vrat, for purification of their body, mind and heart. The 

story goes on: Vidyotma was asked to debate through the gestural mode of communicationonly. So she raised her 

one finger with an intention of knowing about the number of Shakti(the power)i.e. one or more than one. Kalidas 

thought of another meaning andassumed that she was pointing to burst his one eye. Inreaction, he raised his two 

fingers with an intentionof bursting her both the eyes. Then thepundits interpreted this mode of communication 

by telling her believe that Kalidas’s intention was to tell about Shiva and Shaktii.e. the body and the power, man 

and nature and so on. This is the most prevalent and acceptedinterpretation of gestural communication that 

happened between Vidyotma and Kalidas. The meaning of communicative tools, like use of words, use of signs, 

various expressions etc., changes and varies from place to place and people to people. I’ve tried to interpret another 

meaning of the question of Vidyotmafor raising her one finger as aboutthe entity of Brahma/God---one or 

two?Kalidas’s raising of two fingers denotes the God’s entity as two gods--brahma(the super soul)and 

Jiva(atma/soul),as both are immortal. In Gita,an Indian Hindu scripture, Lord Krishna,the Brahma/the God, tells 

Arjuna,the seeker and the doer, that the soul(atma) is immortal.It can neither be cut by any weapon, nor can it be 

destroyed in any form: 

Nainam chindanti sastrani nainam dahati pavakah na cainam kledayanty apo na sosayati marutah .1 

The soul enters into the body of another jiva(creature) after a certain period of time. Justas man changes the old 

and torn cloths after sometime, so does the atma with thebody of a jiva (person).The Lord tries to make the doer 

explore the truth of his self and overcome the infirmity of hesitation for doing his duty. He tells Arjuna: 

 

Vasamsi jirnani yatha vihaya navani grhnati naro 'parani tatha sarirani vihaya jirnany anyani samyati navani 

dehi.2 

What is verbal communication and what is its relation to literature? Is language required? We all know that 

communication is inborn quality of human beings. Since the birth of a child communication starts in one way or 

another way. The cry and the movements of various parts of a child convey some meanings. His or her mother is 

the first person to understand the child’s feelings and needs. Gradually other members of the family start knowing 

and reacting to the child’s feelings and desires. The child after a year or so responds to verbal reactions of the 

mother and the family members. He/she imitates the words uttered by them and gradually speaks the language of 

the family. This is how communication in a native language/dialect begins. The child learns and speaks other 

dialects and languages very easily when he/she mixes with other people speaking diverse dialects or languages. 

Speaking a language depends on how much one listens to and speaks in that language. Even accent and 

pronunciation also depend upon listening and speaking. Seeing a person while listening to him provides with an 

added advantage for correct learning. 

Before the emergence of written form of communication, share and transfer of knowledge from one generation to 

another was done through oral communication. Even today also, on many occasions the verbal form of 

communication takes place primarily based on the transfer of information and knowledge provided by the previous 

generation. Many a time it is seen that many people speak lines and stanzas of poems and scriptures though they 

can neither read nor write as they have never studied in schools. Their knowledge is based on what they have 

listened to the people. 

What is written communication and its relation to literature? When the share or exchange of information, ideas, 

feelings etc is done through a medium that is structured and is well organized in code, the language emerges and 

becomes the popular and effective tool of communication. Written communication’s purpose, need, advantages 

and disadvantages etc. are not discussed here, as these areas are known to the readers. Man wants to retain his 

feelings through a system that may last longer. Moreover, he wants his write ups to be read by readers both during 

his life time and after his death. Even if he himself has not written nor has desire of doing so, some other person 

writes about him and his expressed thoughts. Sometimes knowledge is transferred through oral form of 

communication to the future generation and continues in this form till someone gives its written shape. It is said 

that Soordas, an Indian poet, being blind, used to recite poetic songs for Lord Krishna.  It is only after his death 

that his poems were written by his followers. The teachings of Lord Buddha in India and of Jesus Christ in the 

West were popularised and written by their followers. Since verbal communication has its limit of sustainability 

for along time, written form of communication becomes a necessity, and man as a creative being has developed 

the spoken  

words into various scripts the world over. The scripts have undergone changes in their shape and style and will 

continue going such changes. 
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III. Kalidas a confluenceof all the three forms of communication: gestural, verbal and written 

The mute debates between Vidyotma and Kalidas are the signs of gestural communication. Kalidas wins out of 

his ignorance and innocent activities; Vidyotma gets defeat for the pride of knowledge she had gained. A man’s 

foolishness, even in the galaxy of wise men and scholars, is hidden until he speaks. Therefore, sometimes, silence 

becomes a boon. So long Kalidas remained a mute and conversed through symbols and the parts of his body, he 

remained a mystic, for Vidyotma thought of him to be a great scholar. But the real test begins after she marries 

him. Kalidas pretended to be a mute for some time. When Kalidas spoke to her for the first time, she came to 

know that her marriage with him was a big deceit. So she kicked him out of the house. Kalidas left the house and 

went straightaway to the temple of goddess Kali for her blessings. After he attained profound wisdom and good 

art of speaking, he returns home. Then his wife utters the following words: 

“Asti kashchit vaag-vishesha”, 3 which literally meant whose voice is this to whom am I speaking? He then 

thought that nobody in the palace of queen could recognise him. So he went back to Ujjain.These words spoken 

by his wife inspired him to compose his three great classical works: Kumarasambhavam, Meghdoot and 

Raghuvansha. 

 Again after a few years Kalidas returns to his wife’s palace and speaks by knocking at the door: “kapatam udghtya 

sundari”4i.e.open the door, O!Beautiful lady. Surprisingly Vidyotama utters:“asti kashchid vaagvisheshah”i.e., 

it appears to be a scholarly man knocking at the door. Experience, gain of knowledge and style of speaking had 

mesmerised his wife Vidyotma recognize his ability and accept him her worth husband. He too accepted his wife 

from the core of his heart as Guru(Mentor),for it was she who had made him become a learned and scholarly 

writer. 

 

IV. Conclusion 
Commitment is required for acquisition of knowledge. Scholarship and study cam be achieved at any stage by 

one’s committed effort. Dedication and urge to attain knowledge with devotion opened door of light for Kalidas 

who kept on writing similar other classics like, Abhigyan Shakuntam, Malvkagnimitram, and Vikramorvshiyam 

etc. 
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