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I. INTRODUCTION 
Therefore, the occupational pattern has the important aspects, not only in economic context but in geographic 

perspective also. Occupation is the name of the function which a person performs by engaging himself in some 

gainful activity (Census of India, 1971). Mukherjee and Singh (1954) define occupation as “The name of the 

function which a person performs by engaging himself in that particular branch of gainful economic activity which 

is his industry”. Various activities observed in town and cities which are related to social and economic activities 

and peoples have engaged in it. These activities are showing the spatial and important characteristic in urban 

centre. The occupational activities depends upon the history of urban centre, location of urban centre, their growth, 

its basic function and the available of resources in the surrounding of the urban centre.  

Urban centres, though different activities take place within the town it is a point of specialized activities carrying 

out tasks which are best performed either at central accessible place or where a high degree of population 

concentration is economically necessary (Harris, 1945).According to the need of surrounding area and its own 

population urban centre has specialised function. It is an important role of national and regional development. In 

this context, present paper tried to endeavour two main aspects occupation structure of town. Former aspects 

comprise firstly the study of work participation rate and then both class wise and town wise occupational structure 

of towns of the census years 2001 and 2011 and changes therein.  

 

II. OBJECTIVES 
1. To identify work participation rate of the urban centres  

2. To investigate the occupational structure of the Satara District. 

 

III. THE STUDY AREA 

Satara district lies in the southern Maharashtra, particularly at the western limit of Deccan table land. From the 

view point of physiographic Sahyadri and Mahadeo these are the two important ranges within the Satara district. 

The district is situated in the river basin of two rivers that are the Bhima and the Krishna River. But most probably, 

from the view point of peninsular drainage the entire land of Satara district belongs to the larger drainage system 

of the Krishna River. The latitudinal and longitudinal extent of Satara district is 17°05’ to 18°11’ north latitudes 

and 73°33’ to 74°54’ east longitudes. The district is bordered by Pune district and Sangli district in the north and 

the south respectively and by Solapur district and Ratnagiri district in the east and the west respectively. It also 

shares small boundary of about 24k.m. in the north-west with Raigarh district (Census 2011). The district 

administers 10480.00sq.k.m of area. The total population of district is 3003922 including 1512524 male 

population and 1491398 female population. The total population of district constitutes 2.67 percent of the total 

Maharashtra’s population. The population density of district is 287 people per. Sq. km. whereas the sex ratio of 

district is 986. (Census2011).  

Abstract: Therefore, the occupational pattern has the important aspects, not only in economic context but in 

geographic perspective also. In this context, present paper tried to endeavour main aspects occupation 

structure of town. A former aspect comprises firstly the study of work participation rate and then both class 

wise and town wise occupational structure of towns of the census years 2001 and 2011 and changes there in. 

Satara district is located in the western part of the Maharashtra state. It lies between 17°05’ to 18°11’ north 

latitudes and 73°33’ to 74°54’ east longitudes. For the present study data has been collected from Census 

Handbooks, Socio-Economic Abstract of Satara District. The occupational structure has useful to identify the 

economic importance of any settlement. The work participation rate of small towns is high in the study area, 

which changes slowly and of large towns it is low which changes firstly. Large towns are more dynamic in case 

of work participation rate and occupational structure. 
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Fig.-1 

 

IV. DATA BASE AND METHODOLOGY 
The data of census years 2001 and 2011 is available as working population classifying in four industrial categories. 

For census years 1991 and 2001 the data of the same is in nine categorical classification of working population. 

Keeping in view this fact, for comparative purpose data of census years 2001 and 2011has been used. For the 

census years 2001 and 2011, this data recommended by planning commission and central statistical organization 

and is available only in four industrial categories viz. cultivators, agricultural labourers, household industries and 

other workers. The analysis in the present paper is based on data collected form secondary source mainly from 

District Census Handbooks, 2001 and 2011, Satara District and socio-economic abstract Satara District 2012. For 

the calculation of work participation rate the proportion of working population to the total population has been 

considered. The percentile of worker in each category and also the percentile of agricultural and non-agricultural 

worker have been calculated.  

 

V. WORK PARTICIPATION RATE 
The work participation rate of the total population has been calculated of the census year 2001 and 2011. In 2001, 

the study area has 25.56 per cent work participation rate which found maximum in Satara (78.19) and minimum 

in Khandala (8.89) town. The work participation rate of study area increased and become 32.72 per cent in 2011. 

This was maximum in Man (45.43) and minimum in Karad (5.93). The high change has been observed in Satara 

and low change observed in Karad (Table.1 and Fig. 2). Though small towns have high work participation rate 

the most of working population observed in agricultural sector. Hence, the study of occupation structure is become 

significant. 

Table-1: Satara District: Urban Work Participation Rate and Changes There in, 2001 and 2011 
Sr.No Urban Centre 2001 2011 Change 

1 Mahabaleshwar 23.11 32.44 -9.33 

2 Wai 18.34 35.57 -17.23 

3 Khandala 8.89 36.69 -27.8 

4 Phaltan 14.50 34.50 -20.00 

5 Man 13.68 45.43 -31.75 

6 Koregaon 62.23 36.37 25.86 

7 Satara 78.19 34.00 44.19 

8 Jawali 16.95 34.90 -17.95 

9 Patan 13.94 31.43 -17.49 

10 Karad 5.78 5.93 -0.15 

 Satara District 25.56 32.72 -7.16 

Source: Socio-Economic Abstracts of Satara district 2001 and 2011. 
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Figure-2: Satara District: Urban Work Participation Rate, 2001 and 2011. 

 
 

VI. OCCUPATIONAL STRUCTURE OF URBAN CENTRES 

Town wise occupational structure: 
Here the focus is given on the occupational structure of the study area in census years 2001 and 2011. Analyses 

of change in the occupational structure of the working population divided in cultivators, agricultural labourer, 

household industries and other services of urban centre. In 2001 and 2011 the large towns have a higher percentage 

of population in other activities; whereas small towns show a dominance of cultivators and agricultural labourers.  

In the study area, the cultivators were 7.75 and 9.62 per cent respectively in 2001 and 2011. In the Man and 

Koregaon towns have high percentage of population engaged in this activity both in 2001 and 2011. Satara has 

low percentage of population engaged in this activity in 2001 and 2011. In the year2001 and 2011, population 

engaged in the agricultural labourer was 13.52 and 7.35 per cent respectively working population has engaged in 

the study area. In the Man town high percentage of population engaged in this activity respectively in 2001 and 

2011. In the Satara and Waitowns low percentage of population has engaged in this activity in 2001 and 2011.  

In the study area, 2.84 per cent working population engaged in household industries in the year 2001. Jawali and 

Koregaon towns have high and other towns have low percentage than the average. In 2011, this average becomes 

7.09 per cent where Jawali town has high percentage and other towns have low than average percentage of 

population engaged in this activity. In the year 2001 and 2011, population engaged in the other activities was 

91.73 and 84.72 percent respectively. In the Satara and Mahabaleswar high percentage of population engaged in 

this activity in 2001 and 2011. Koregaon town has low percentage of population engaged in this activity 

respectively in 2001 and 2011 (Table-2 and Fig-2).  

Agricultural and Non-Agricultural Population  
The population engaged in agricultural and non-agricultural workers in all towns in 2001 and 2011 is interesting 

to note. Study area has 4.37 per cent working population in agricultural sector and remaining 95.63 per cent in 

non-agricultural sector in the year 2001. In the year 2011 the population engaged in agricultural sector has been 

decreased and become 1.14 per cent and increased in non-agricultural sector and become 98.86 percent. This has 

considerable town wise variation. Though the proportion of agricultural population was above 10 per cent in study 

area, Patan town in 2001 and Mahabaleshwar town in 2001, experiences highest proportion of agricultural 

population and on the other side, Satara town in both years experiences lowest proportion of agricultural 

population and necessary highest proportion of non-agricultural population. 

 

Table-2: Satara District: Occupational Structure in Urban Centres, 2001 and 2011 
Sr. 

No 

 

Name of the 

Tahsils 

Cultivator Agricultural 

Labour 

Agricultural 

Sector 

Households 

industries 

Other Services Non-Agri. 

sector 

2001 2011 2001 2011 2001 2011 2001 2011 2001 2011 2001 2011 

1 Mab.war 1.58 1.34 0.52 0.25 12.72 0.22 1.99 33.60 6.87 87.47 62.76 99.23 

2 Wai 1.00 9.00 2.06 6.87 1.77 0.60 2.93 3.30 3.58 74.82 52.95 64.64 

3 Khandala 15.33 14.67 10.26 8.96 1.30 0.58 3.63 4.87 59.25 66.33 51.84 72.49 

4 Phaltan 3.87 4.38 2.43 4.36 1.55 1.03 3.73 4.43 84.47 76.92 53.91 89.84 

5 Man 25.50 27.63 22.30 19.69 1.90 2.48 2.50 3.33 40.50 36.88 53.37 20.09 

6 Koregaon 18.20 17.70 12.50 14.81 1.75 2.20 3.52 4.42 1.20 0.34 55.18 74.87 

7 Satara 1.06 1.89 0.21 1.14 1.20 0.50 2.32 3.32 91.73 84.72 60.39 94.11 

8 Jawali 7.26 6.98 3.50 3.24 1.25 1.16 5.25 5.93 68.30 70.72 52.63 86.46 

9 Patan 0.18 10.13  5.84 11.46 1.38 1.44 2.65 68.20 71.65 50.57 18.07 

10 Karad 3.53 2.51 0.76 8.36 5.24 1.25 1.11 5.06 75.20 77.25 49.51 66.85 

Satara District 7.75 9.62 13.52 7.35 4.37 1.14 2.84 7.09 49.93 64.70 54.31 68.66 

Source: Based on District Census Handbooks, Satara District, 2001 and 2011. 
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In the year 2001 and 2011, beside Jawali, Satara, Koregaon, Man, Phaltan, Karad and Wai towns also have more 

proportion of agricultural population than the regional average. On the other hand, in the same period, besides 

Satara town only Patan and Karad towns have more proportion than the regional average (Table-2).  
 

VIII. CONCLUSION 

The occupational structure has useful to identify the economic importance of any settlement. The work 

participation rate of small towns is high in the study area, which changes slowly and of large towns it is low which 

changes firstly. Large towns are more dynamic in case of work participation rate and occupational structure.  
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