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Post-colonial literature examines how the exploitation of the native civilizations by the Western imperial powers 

of the United States and United Kingdom affected the literature from both the colonizing and the colonized 

nations. The colonizers generally dominated the resources, labor, and markets of the colonial territory and imposed 

socio-cultural structures on the conquered population. These Europeans went to the colonies for political and 

economic purposes. In order to maintain their tasks, however, they needed a social life, equal to the social life 

they experienced in Europe. Therefore one of the reasons for opening the segregated Clubs in the colonies was to 

obtain the same social and private life as they led in Europe. European men who were in the colonies needed their 

European women to continue their colonial regimes. At the same time they were worried about bringing their 

wives to the colonies with them. However, the solution was not considered from the women’s point of view which 

meant that they just thought of their own benefits. While they were trying to secure their wives from the danger 

in the colonies and risk ok taking such long journeys, the solution they found was rather very patriarchal.  The 

way out was by showing interest in native women and taking them as their wives or at least mistresses. They had 

the opportunity, therefore the right to have a native woman and behave as they wished. The women in the 

colonized society suffered from exploitation by both colonized and indigenous power structure. As a result the 

postcolonial studies increasingly emphasized on the gender roles, especially when dealing with the impact of the 

colonial process on the women. 

Somerset Maugham emerged as the greatest short story writer in the 1920 through the medium of the popular 

magazine. He started writing short stories, mainly set in the British colonies, at a time when colonization had not 

yet been abolished. He received greatest recognition for his short fiction and some of them are among the best in 

the language. Since several of Somerset Maugham’s stories have colonial themes, it is useful to know how he 

obtained his insights. As a reporter, novelist, playwright, and storywriter, Maugham after working for British 

Intelligence in Russia during the Russian Revolution of 1917, set off on a series of travels to eastern Asia, the 

Pacific Islands, and Mexico. These voyages laid the groundwork for his short stories. He discovered de 

Maupassant’s stories when he was young and he used such French stories as his model. He mostly wrote about the 

common people about whom he knew little at first hand. But with the help of his splendid descriptions of the 

characters, he manages to convince the reader that he has experienced all the things that he wrote about. However, 

some of his most successful stories “Rain”, “The Fall of Edward Barnard”, “Before the Party” and “The Force of 

Circumstance” explore internal colonial issues, such as the relationship between white men and white women as 

well as the native women in the colonies. Here, relationship refers to white men’s hegemony over white women 

and native women through assumptions of male hierarchical power. It can be assumed that such relationships will 

be unequal, since in them the white male dominates white women as well as both black men and women. They also 
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exploit the oppressive atmosphere of Britain’ colonies, feature petty intrigue, marital infidelity and sometimes 

violent death against a background of the rigidly stratified colonial communities in India and the Far East.  

 Among these stories, ‘Rain’ was written first and considered the best among his first collection of short stories 

called “Orientation”. Before writing this story, Maugham being disguised as a reporter, worked for the British 

Intelligence in Russia during the Russian Revolution in 1917. But his stuttering and poor health hindered his career 

in this field. He then set off with a friend on a series of travels to Eastern Asia, the Pacific Islands and Mexico. 

“Rain” was actually inspired by a missionary and a prostitute among his fellow passengers on a trip to Pago Pago. 

The story concerns a group of passengers on route from Honolulu to Apia, who as an epidemic of Measles breaks 

out, are forced to stay for a couple of weeks in Pago Pago in American Samoa. Mr. Davidson is a stern New England 

evangelical puritan with an unbending sense of duty and an unyielding horror of what he believes to be sin. His 

wife, Mrs. Davidson is of like mind. Dr. McPhail is a Scottish doctor traveling to the South Seas to recover from 

war wounds. Together, with his wife, he acts a kind of Greek chorus. The Mc. Phails are weak but tolerant people, 

of no fixed convictions. Sadie Thompson is a prostitute fleeing from the law in Honolulu. She is brash, vulgar and 

entirely sensual. These disparate characters are forced together in a boarding house in Pago Pago, where Sadie 

Thompson immediately sets up shop, with loud music, parties and gentlemen visitors. Davidson believes it is his 

duty not only to suppress vice wherever it may manifest itself but also to save Sadie Thompson’s soul. An epic 

struggle between them ensues. Davidson enlists the aid of the governor of the Island, who knows that the 

missionaries are well connected in Washington. Just as it appears that Davidson has won, he is found on the bench 

with his throat cut.  

It is a good example of the hypocrisy of the male missionary, Mr. Davidson, who tries to maintain two identities 

in the story. One is his religious duty and the other one is colonial role of dominating over the natives. As a main 

character of the story, he has a big influence on the other characters as well as on the theoretical background for 

this story. He does his duties towards the natives but while he is trying to do his duty, he is superimposing his own 

culture on the natives. The reason is that he never questions whether the natives accept his culture and religious 

rules or not, therefore, he forces them to obey his rules. If they do not obey his rules then he punishes them. Mr. 

Davidson with his Puritanism represents the missionaries in the colonies. Moreover, the rules are mostly about 

sexual restrictions. The same is also portrayed as Mrs. Davidson too tells about the sexual restrictions of religion 

that her husband forced on the natives in the North of Samoa. After Miss Thompson organizes a party in her 

lodgings, her neighbours hear the males’ singing. Mr. Davidson cannot endure the same and tries to find out her 

whereabouts. Then, he remembers that she comes from Iwelei which according to him is the plague spot of 

Honolulu. He then attempts to send away Sadie Thompson from Pago-Pago as she disturbs the missionaries.  Mrs. 

Davidson too joins him in his attempt to send her away and as an option she thinks of another place for Sadie. She 

feels that Sadie can live there with one of the natives. However Mrs. Macphail says that a native hut would be a 

rather uncomfortable place to live in. Mrs. Davidson on the other hand says that she has lived in a similar condition 

for one year and that shouldn’t be a problem for Sadie. By saying this, Mrs. Davidson reveals that in spite of her 

fanatic religious belief, she has no pity for Miss Thompson and consigns her without sympathy to the difficult 

weather conditions.  

Then, the missionary talks to the governor, urging that the troublesome woman be taken away from Pago-Pago. 

Then, a messenger warns her to be ready for the next boat, which further distresses her a lot. Her words in the 

situation portray the yearning of a white woman in colonies where she cannot live as she wishes because of the 

pressure of males. The governor decides that Miss Thompson should go to Frisco by ship. She does not want to go 

to Frisco because her family lives there and she doesn’t want them to see her in that state. She even goes to the 

extent of saying that she would rather go to any other place suggested by him, but the missionary does not allow. 

Then, Miss Thompson begins to act as though she feels remorse for having behaved rudely and disrespectfully, 

decides to swear off such rude behaviour, and calls on the missionary. The missionary passes his time with her and 

helps her for days. The day before she leaves, surprisingly the missionary is found dead on the shore with a knife 

in his hand.  

The doctor explains the situation to his wife and Mrs. Davidson learns what has happened. The doctor hears the 

music again and sees that she is not the remorseful woman anymore. In contrast, she is dressed in all her finery. 

When the doctor wants to stop the music machine, her last words bewilder him. No one could describe the scorn of 

her expression or the contemptuous hatred she put into her answer by calling all men as filthy, dirty pigs.” Sadie’s 

last line reveals the whole truth as she says that all men are the same. Dr. Mcphail then gasps and understands. At 

last, the missionary had yielded to the flesh, had sex with her and committed suicide. The story indicates that to 

oppress a woman, the missionary limits her life by imposing his beliefs on her. In general, the methods the 

missionary uses to solve the ‘problem’ are the results of patriarchal elements in the society. He happens to be a man 

of patriarchy rather than religion. Any issue which does not fit with his principles and patriarchal values has to be 

changed in the guise of masculinity.  

 “The Fall of Edward Barnard” is the most cheerful story of the second collection “The Trembling of a Leaf” 

published in 1921. In the story the protagonist Edward Barnard, after his father’s bankruptcy, is sent to the South 

Seas on a business mission by one of their family friends, George Braunschmidt. Before he leaves he promises a 
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good future to Isabella, his fiancée in Chicago. However, he ultimately renounces his fiancée and remains in 

Papeete by saying that he has lost the whole world but has secured his soul.  The women who are left in their own 

countries by their husbands or fiancée who have gone off for work in the colonies have doubts often with good 

reason whether their husbands or fiancée’s will come back. Edward’s fiancée is a good example of this. Thus, 

Edward’s fiancée, Isabella represents a European “subaltern” or subordinate for she is left alone and her fiancée 

deprives her of his company, his protection and the status of an engaged woman. He does the same by choosing 

to live in the colony with a new native wife. In the meanwhile Edward sends letters to his fiancée every month 

which are full of his passions, either full of happiness or unhappiness. Although Edward mostly declares his 

passionate love to her, she always has her suspicions. She always asks him to endure all odds patiently. However, 

in the second year the letters that Edward sends her begin to seem a little strange, because he never talks about 

coming back. He writes as if he were settled in Tahiti. Like all women who expect devotion from their husbands 

or fiancées in the colonies, she has the same anxiety.  

Edward is a joyful man in the colony near the South Seas and plans to marry a girl there. However, he does insist 

that he loves his fiancée but he first pays attention to his own wishes. What is strange here is that he never suggests 

that his fiancée should come to the colony, seeming content to leave her alone in America. This situation causes 

her to be unable to think straight. The story basically tries to show the ups and downs of a European lady while 

she is waiting for her fiancée who is away in the colony. In other words, the story suggests that the European 

ladies who have connections with European men in the colonies are faithful to the commitment they have made 

to their men. If the European men choose not to come back and have a relationship with a native woman, the 

European women understand that waiting for their boyfriends, husbands or fiancées turns out to be futile. 

However, in the story when Isabella understands that her fiancée will not come back, her reaction is tranquil but 

sorrowful. She feels that she has always tried her level best to inspire him but Edward lacks backbone or 

individuality and becomes his own enemy. She wishes him all happiness and slips the ring off her finger to place 

it on the table.  However not everybody reacts as Isabella has reacted. The reaction could be more harmful, more 

passionate. On the other hand, Isabella being in a different place is not tempted to murder him. This situation, in 

contrast, makes Isabella more passive and she passively accepts Edward’s desertion. Even when the European 

man is in the colony and the European woman is in her own country, the man can still adversely affect the 

European woman’s life. With this passiveness Isabella becomes silent. Thus, her situation leads her to be a 

“subaltern.” She does not have a voice: she does not ask her fiancé the reason; moreover, she thinks from his point 

of view while she is enduring her unrequited love of resignation, she empathizes and hopes that he will be happy. 

As a result Isabella, with her passiveness, lets him oppress her and automatically becomes a subordinated 

European woman.  

The third collection “The Casuarina Tree” published in 1926, includes the story “Before the Party.” The setting 

of the story is in England and its about a serious conflict of a family whose daughter; Millicent has married a 

drunkard husband, Harold and immigrated to Borneo. This story clearly exposes the patriarchal behaviour of a 

European family who wrongly support their son-in-law instead of their daughter. At the beginning of the story, 

the family is about to leave their house for a party. While they wait for the car and draw on their gloves, the 

widowed daughter tells the truth about her husband’s death. The family has been surprised at not seeing the photo 

of their son-in-law on the table and had assumed that their daughter had taken his photo to her room, based on the 

honour expected of a widowed daughter to her husband. All these points, throughout the story, show how the 

daughter is beaten down by the patriarchal family. It simply never occurred to her family that the man might have 

been at fault.  

The daughter has lived in the East for eight years, during which the son-in-law is resident of a district in Borneo. 

Usually the behaviour of the people towards women usually varies depending on the region in which they live. 

For instance, if a woman lives in a colony, her treatment differs from a woman who lives in England. Their 

psychology and social position are totally different from each other. At first the widow tells her family that her 

husband Harold died of fever and then later on it is revealed by some people who knew them that Harold has 

committed suicide. Therefore, the doubtful family wants the widow to tell the truth while her mother pities her. 

Nevertheless, she aggressively rejects sympathy for her deplorable condition. She says that she really can’t stand 

being mauled about. The widow at that moment shows a quick defensiveness because she is repressed by her 

family. But when she begins to tell the truth, she finds the family completely unreceptive. As soon as she answers 

the question put by her family, they blame her for the unexpected and ruthless answer. Even Millicent’s father 

feels that Harold is self disciplined and her answer doesn’t have base. This further clarifies that the behaviour of 

a male changes depending on the region he lives in. 

 This shows one that a European man in a colony becomes twice over patriarchal. He feels himself more free and 

powerful. Meanwhile, he ignores his wife and tries to have pleasure from a life separate from her. Millicent tells 

them that her husband Harold was a confirmed drunkard. He used to go to bed every night with a bottle of whisky 

and empty it before morning. As the Chief Secretary had advised Harold to marry so that when he got back he’d 

have someone to look after him. As a result Harold marries her because he wanted a keeper. She feels as if she is 

only a housekeeper. Moreover, he was disgusted when he came to bed while he is drunk. Therefore, in order to 
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avoid a sexual relationship she pretends to be asleep. Although she thinks that her husband retains her as a 

housekeeper, she tries to help him to give up alcohol. For a time she thinks that he has given up drinking, but one 

day one of his friends tells her the truth. He tells her that he has been drinking again. She bursts into tears.  

Harold promises her to stop but she is unable to care again. She even hates him to such an extent that she feels 

like killing him. Then her sister asks her why she does not leave him. Her answer is important and it shows that 

she has no choice and she is not free. In other words she is dependent on him. Her anxiety is because of the fact 

that she is economically bound to her husband. If she had stayed with her family in her own country, she would 

have divorced her husband, because her family would spiritually and materially help her. Whereas the reason she 

killed her husband is that she was alone in the colony, totally dependent on her husband. The subordination of the 

housekeeper by her husband puts her into the situation of subaltern. She has her complaint inside and she cannot 

express her feelings. In other words, she is oppressed and limited by the patriarchal dominance of her husband. 

Moreover, after her restriction is over which means after she kills her husband, she speaks the truth to her family. 

However, she is not supported by her family. In contrast, she is accused of doing such a terrible thing. The family 

here represents a patriarchal family, and even though by killing her husband, she is rescued from being a subaltern, 

yet remains stuck in the patriarchal view of her family.   

 The fourth story “The Force of Circumstance” is published in “The Casuarina Tree” in 1926. This story depicts 

another colonial situation faced by women. It deals with almost unavoidable circumstances and emotions felt by a 

woman when she finds out that her husband has had children with a native woman in the village and seems to have 

neglected to inform her.   In the story Guy, the main character works in the colony but his European wife Doris 

does not work. What she does throughout the story is to wait for her husband and to read some novels about the 

Malay Archipelago. The setting for Doris is just the house where she lives with her husband other than occasional 

dinners at the Club. Even at the beginning of the story it is obvious to see that Doris is in the place in an alienated 

condition. While waiting for her husband at home, the mood is dark accompanied by a negative air. A Malay boy, 

one of the servants at home has drawn the blinds, but Doris raises one of them in order to see outside. Even looking 

at the river does not make her feel better. She raises the blind so that she could look at the river. Under the breathless 

sun of midday it has the white pallor of death. The colours of the day are ashy and wan.  One understands that the 

boy has tried to keep her from seeing the Malay woman, the mistress of Guy. The environment in the colony puts 

pressure on her and she feels that she is stuck till she hears the singing of a bird which she thinks must be an English 

blackbird. One gets the clue that Doris is not an appropriate person for these places as she feels uneasy while she is 

alone and elated when hears the English bird.  

However, the problem was not initially with her husband, whom she really loves. When she is with him she 

feels happy and good tempered. However there is no indication that she has a social life in the colony. She lives in 

the house as if she is imprisoned. Therefore, she, like the other women characters is at first submissive, passive and 

subordinated to her husband and to patriarchal authority. Unlike the limited wife, she wants to leave the house and 

communicate with the society. She cannot share her feelings because she does not know the language and culture 

in a foreign place and her world is just the house. However her happiness while being in Guy’s company does not 

continue long. Step by step she forced to face the reality that her husband is a complete stranger. For instance, she 

initially hears her husband talking to a woman and wonders what they are saying but she cannot understand as she 

does not know the language. Doris begins to understand that she is also placed in a false situation and exploited in 

a different way. Her husband is actually supposed to be her link with this foreign culture but he excludes her from 

his tricky situation. 

 In fact one understands that the official status is not important for women in the colonial environment. If women 

are in the place which they do not deserve, it doesn’t matter whether it is outside or in the house, they are oppressed. 

For that matter neither Doris, for she is in the house, nor the Malay wife, for she is outside, can speak. Besides Guy 

neither wants the Malay wife to come into the house nor Doris to go outside. This restriction puts these two women 

into subaltern position, a decision that is in the hand of the husband. This placement is obviously done by the 

husband and so by patriarchy. This situation automatically increases the role of the husband and decreases the role 

of the wife in the society. It provides a good example of the double exploitation of women because of the patriarchal 

peculiarities of colonization. It contains the issues of oppression and loneliness of the white woman, Doris, and the 

insecurity of the native woman even though she was the common-law wife of Guy in the colony. She can be chucked 

out and replaced by a white “legal” wife at a whim. Guy, the husband staying together with a native woman has led 

to three half-caste kids but when he went home he still got married to an English woman and sent his Malay family 

out of the house. He has never loved the native girl and he doesn’t even have any positive feelings for his own 

children. The English didn’t feel guilty by treating the women like that. 

As Doris, is trying to investigate, understand and explore the environment, but the more she wants to know, the 

more her husband tries to conceal the reality from her notice. She wonders whose the children are who were much 

whiter than the others. While her husband makes an effort to explain the situation, he, in fact, tells about the 

patriarchal situation of colonization. He says her that a lot of his colleagues have native wives. And when they go 

home, get married, then they pension the native wives off and send them back to their village. And a little later he 

adds by way of excuse that the circumstances out there are peculiar. So it is a natural thing for five men out of six 
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to do the same as it is a regular practice. Then, Doris expresses her feeling that the female spirit cannot assent to 

this male dominant exploitation. She even tells him that he can’t expect her to think it’s a very good system.  On 

listening to her answer he looks puzzled and his heart begins to beat painfully. He feels that Doris has been awfully 

unfair to him. To which she replies that it was a little unfair on his part to bring her out there in the present 

circumstances. She asks for six months to think it over.  Her decision after six months is that she has decided to 

leave him.  

She blames herself because she thinks that she must be wrong not to accept the general thing. But the indecision 

and dilemma that she experiences were not her fault. It is what colonization does to women. Her hysterical position 

leads her to leave everything, which is not proper for her and to go home. Thus, while she is packing she does not 

take anything except the photograph of her mother. The photo is not a part of the colony but part of her. Patriarchy, 

being associated with colonization, does not allow a white male to live alone. If the white wife leaves him, 

automatically the previous native wife once again becomes a part of his life. Likewise, after her leaving, Guy went 

round the room picking out everything that had belonged to Doris. He then asks the Malay Boy to tell his mother 

to pack up all their things and come back the same day. As a result, while the European man can easily decide to 

go on his life even though his European wife goes away but the native comes, the European wife had to change her 

life and social life and destination under the circumstance of subordination.  

Finally the above stories convey that if the European men needed an emotional connection, they always chose 

European women who were in the colonies or could be persuaded to come to the colonies. The hard standards of 

living in the colonies caused them not to understand or at least fail to empathize with their European women. As a 

result, European men unintentionally forced European women to adapt to the difficult life of the colonies. However, 

the women who came to the colonies could never achieve the happy and carefree life that the European men 

promised them. Similarly the European men’s interest in native women, taking them as their wives and behaving 

as they wished portray that women in the colonized society suffered from exploitation by both colonized and 

indigenous power structure. 
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