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I. Introduction 

Violence is the powerful tool to make the human as pathetic. In India violence always used to dominate the weaker 

sections particularly the Dalits; to keep them under the control of caste system. Caste violence has been occurring 

throughout the country in various forms with and without a report. Mostly, Dalits and Adivasis are continuously 

facing the problems of social exclusion and communal violence in their living societies. Our society is divided by 

a number of segregations like caste, religion, gender, etc. In this segregation, caste is the worst one. Law and 

policies are there to strongly eradicate the caste based discriminatory practices and to protect the oppressed people. 

But the problem is that the implementation authorities are not ready to implement it here in an effective manner. 

The constitution guarantees the rights, equality of status and opportunity to every citizen of the country. Article 

15 guarantees that no citizen shall be subjected to any disability or limitation on the ground of religion, race, caste, 

sex or place of birth. Article 46 provides that a state shall promote the educational and economic upliftment of the 

weaker sections of the society and shall protect them from injustice and all forms of exploitation. 

Special legal provisions are there to safeguard the SCs & STs in the society. Major legal enactments at the national 

level are (i) The Protection of Civil Rights Act, 1955. This act was enacted to the maintenance of Article 17 of 

the constitution to abolish untouchability and its practice in any form and (ii) The Scheduled Caste / Scheduled 

Tribe (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989. This act was enacted in order to check and prevent crimes against 

persons belonging to SCs/STs by persons belonging to other communities. 

 

II. Forms of Discriminations 

Constitution of India abolished the practice of “Untouchability”, but yet the members of Dalits are faced with 

physical abuse and social boycotts in their living society. One side the technology changes improve people’s life 

sophisticated, and another side the mode of discrimination patterns also changing its forms in everywhere in the 

nation. So, the exclusion type and discrimination practices are getting modernized. Dalits are facing 140 forms of 

discriminations. In that, some of them are given below. 

1. Prohibited from eating with dominant caste members 

2. Prohibited from marrying with dominant caste members  

3. Separate glasses for Dalits in village tea stalls  

4. Discriminatory seating arrangements and separate utensils in restaurants  

5. Segregation in seating and food arrangements in village functions and festivals  

6. Prohibited from entering into village temples  

7. Prohibited from wearing sandals or holding umbrellas in front of dominant caste members 

8. Devadasi system – the ritualized temple prostitution of Dalit women 

9. Prohibited from entering dominant caste homes 

10. Prohibited from riding a bicycle inside the village  
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11. Prohibited from using the common village path 

12. Separate burial grounds 

13. No access to village’s common/public properties and resources (wells, ponds, temple, etc.) 

14. Segregation (separate seating area) of Dalit children in schools 

15.  Prohibited from contesting in elections and exercising their right to vote 

16. Forced to vote or not to vote for certain candidates during the elections  

17. Prohibiting from hoisting the national flag during Independence or Republic days 

18. Sub-standard wages 

19. Bonded labour 

20. Face social boycotts by dominant castes for refusing to perform their “duties” (National Campaign for Dalit 

Human Rights) 

 

III. Crimes against Dalits 

In India, the crime rate against the Dalits is to increase in every year. The National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) 

is providing the data of crimes against the Dalits likewise rape, murder, beatings, violence increased by 29 percent 

from 2012 to 2014. In the year of 2012, cases were registered 33,655, in 2013 were 39,408 and 2014 it was 47,064. 

Law abolished the untouchability even though it is practiced in many ways. In some states, most of the villages 

are not allowed the Dalits to take water from a public well and should not enter into the village temples. In schools 

also they are not allowed to serve the food to other caste students and compel them to clean the toilets (Couderé, 

2016). 

Figure: 1. Crimes against SCs from the year of 2001 to 2014 

 
Source: National Crime Record Bureau of India 

Figure-1 shows that the numbers of crimes were committed against Dalits. From 2001 to 2014, the average crime 

rate is 32622. Every 18 minutes, a crime is committed against a Dalit. Here, the problem is not by the law, but by 

the lack of implementing the law against this type of atrocities. For example, in 2006 only 5.3% are the conviction 

rate of Dalit atrocity cases (DABAS, 2016). 

 

IV. Random snapshots of atrocities against Dalits 

Here some of the major incidents were happening to our democracy India against Dalits.   

 On 1968 December 25, Kizhavenmani, Nagapattinam district, Tamilnadu, 44 Dalits including five men, 

16 women and 23 children were burnt alive, by dominant caste landlords. This happened because of the 

Dalits workers demanded higher wages from the landlords. 

 Tsundur, Guntur district, Andhra Pradesh in 1991, 13 Dalits were massacred by dominant caste. This 

problem happened because of a young Dalit graduate was beaten up after his feet unintentionally touched 

a dominant caste man. 

 On July 11, 1996, in Bathani Tola, Bhojpur, Bihar 21 Dalits including 1 man, 11 women, 6 children and 

3 infants were murdered and 12 houses set on fire by Ranvir Sena militiamen. This incident happened 

because of the Dalits were demands increasing the daily wages. 
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 In Laxmanpur Bathe, Arwal district, Bihar on 1997 December 1, 58 Dalits were gunned down by Ranvir 

Sena in revenge of caste clash at Bara in Gaya.  

 In Gohana city Sonipat District, Haryana on 2005 August 31, Because of a fight between two people, a 

strong mob of around 1000 dominant caste men armed with lathes, axes, kerosene etc., barged into the 

Dalit colony and torched more than 60 houses.   

 On 2006 January 5, Jhabhar in Mansa district, Punjab Bant Singh, Mazhabi, Dalit Sikh was brutally 

attacked by a gang of seven dominant caste men. Because of this attack, he lost both of his lower arms 

and left leg. This massacre happened him because of his actively seeking to justice for his daughter, who 

was gang raped by dominant caste members five years earlier. 

 Kherlanji, Bhandara district, Maharashtra on 29 September 2006, four members of a Dalit family were 

murdered; in that two women and two men naked and paraded in the village and sexually abused them 

and then hacked them to death by a mob of 40 people belonging to the politically dominant caste. This 

was happening because of the Dalit family women lodged a police complaint about a land dispute. 

 On 2010 April 21, at Mirchpur village, Hissar District, Haryana, 18 Dalit houses were torched and two 

Dalits were burnt alive. The problem was happening because of Dalit colony dog barked at dominant 

caste person. 

 On 2012 December, at Naikkankottai, Dharmapuri district, Tamilnadu, 268 Dalit houses were torched in 

three villages by the dominant caste group. This was happened because of Dalit boy married Non-Dalit 

girl. 

 On 2015 May 16, at Dangawas, Nagaur district, Rajasthan, three Dalits were crushed under the tractor 

by dominant caste. This incident happened because of old land dispute over a decade. 

 Dankaur, Gautam Budh Nagar district, Uttar Pradesh, on 2015 October 9, a Dalit family was stripped 

naked on road including women by none other than police. This incident’s video went viral in social 

media. This was happening because of the Dalit brothers demanded the police to take speedy action 

against the robbers who robbed their valuables. 

 On 2015 October 20, at Sunped, Faridabad district, Haryana, two Dalit children, one is three years old 

and another is nine months old, were burnt to death when dominant caste strongmen torched their house. 

Because of this was happening, to punish the father of the dead children had a confrontation with 

dominant caste people related to their relative died (DABAS, 2016). 

 

V. Conclusion 

In India, Dalits are treated as a second citizen. They don’t have rights equally like other caste people. If the Dalits 

claim the rights, they must face the consequences for that. This is the real situation in the society. Recent instances 

are revealing the exact reality in the society against Dalits, even though the state follows the democratic system. 

Caste hierarchy is powerful than the law while practicing it towards the discrimination and atrocities against Dalits 

in all levels. This attitude must change in everyone’s mind to achieve the sovereign nation. 
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