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I. INTRODUCTION 

It is anything but difficult to search for data in the event that you concentrate specific investigative papers; 

however, it is not generally simple to include that data into your paper without falling into the written falsification 

issue. Take after some straightforward strides while composing your exploration paper to guarantee that your 

archive is free of unoriginality. There are six approaches to keep away from literary theft. Reword so you have 

discovered data that is ideal for your examination paper. Crediting sources too is one of the successful approaches 

to maintaining a strategic distance from written falsification. Crediting sources to your own material - if a portion 

of the material you are utilizing for your examination paper was utilized by you in your present class, a past one, 

or anyplace else you should refer to yourself. Referencing a standout amongst essential approaches to evade 

written falsification is including a reference page or page of works referred to toward the finish of your exploration 

paper. Make sure to alter your exploration paper precisely and check for written falsification before handing it 

over to the class. The means above are fundamental for research paper composing. Utilizing literary theft checker 

administrations, for example, Turnitin is an extraordinary approach to survey you are rewording and other against 

written falsification aptitudes. Try not to take the risk of not checking your exploration paper. Make sure that 

before checking your paper for copyright infringement check, you have to compose your notes, outline and 

summarize.  

 

II. STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

This study determines the cognition level of students in writing notes, summarizing and paraphrasing as an initial 

step in solving the problem of plagiarism. Specifically, it sought to answer the following sub-questions: 

1. What is the cognition level of students in writing notes? 

2. What is the cognition level of students in writing a summary? 

3. What is the cognition level of students in paraphrasing a text? 

4. What are the proposed initial steps to solve the problem of plagiarism? 

 

III. RESEARCH INSTRUMENT 

In this study, the researcher made used of an article about air pollution. The students were asked to write notes, 

summary and paraphrase the article. The students were given one hour to do the entire task. After that, the paper 

of the students was corrected, analyzed and subjected to second marking. The article about air pollution served as 

the instrument of the study. The researcher also established the validity and readability of the article. The article 
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was subjected to readability test using Flesch Reading Ease (RE). A simple inspection of the content was also 

used to determine the content validity of the reading text. 

 

IV. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

The descriptive-evaluative method of research was used in this study. This method of research was used because 

the researcher described the student's performance and further analyzed the results or output made by the students 

(the notes, summary, and paraphrase of the text). In the initial steps of the study, the researcher taught the students 

on how to write a note, how to summarize and how to paraphrase. The students were given some tips and skills 

in doing such notes, summary, and paraphrase. The explanation of the teacher about the topic was made it simple 

and easily understands by the students. 

After the discussion of the lesson, the research distributed the task to be done by the students. The students were 

given at least thirty minutes to do the task. Students were asked to write notes, summarize and paraphrase an 

article about air pollution. Lastly, the papers as an output were analyzed and interpreted. There thirty (30) students 

tested in this study. The students were not selected, but they were heterogeneous having the different level of 

mentality and cognition level. There were fifteen (15) male students and fifteen (15) female students. This is to 

equalize the number of respondents in terms of gender. 

In the interpretation of the results, the researcher made five criteria or rubrics about the notes, summarizing and 

paraphrasing. The criteria are simple and easy to understand and it facilitates in analyzing the output of the 

students. In the analysis of the paper, names and student’s number were covered to avoid bias. The frequency 

count and percentage distribution were used to interpret the results. The frequencies of the students were calculated 

on the basis of the graded and marked paper. A simple arithmetic count was used. In the computation of the 

frequency the number of scores divided by the number of total respondents was used.   

 

V. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS 

Table 1  

Frequency and Percentage Distribution of Students on the Concepts of Writing Note 
 

Writing Notes 

 

Frequency of Students 

 

Percentage 

 

Ability to determine the important words in the text. 08 27 percent 

Ability to write the sentence in notes. 05 17 percent 

Ability to arrange the important words. 09 30 percent 

Ability to write the words and phrases legibly. 02 06 percent 

Ability to pay attention to correct spelling, and used of 
proper punctuation. 

06 20 percent 

 

TOTAL 

 

 

N = 30 

 

100 percent 

 

Table 1 shows the frequency distribution on the cognition level of students in writing notes. It can be noted in the 

table that there is x=09 or 30 percent of the students has the ability to arrange the important words in the given 

text. There is 27 percent or x=08 of the students have the ability to determine the important words in the sentence 

and paragraph. There were 20 percent or x=06 of the students that has the ability to pay attention to correct spelling 

and used proper punctuation. It is interesting to note that there are 17 percent or x=05 students who can write the 

sentences in notes using the guide given by the teacher. However, there is x=02 or 06 percent of the students have 

the ability to write the words and phrases legibly.  

At this stage, the student’s cognition level in writing notes might have the proper knowledge in writing the notes, 

but the students need to observe their words, phrases and write them legibly so that comprehension and 

understanding can be obtained. The data can be further implied that students possess the ability to arrange the 

important words and have the ability to determine the important words in the sentences and paragraph because 

the students were guided by the questions and main points given by the teacher. The guide was effective to use 

by the students to get the main points of the article.   

Table 2  

Frequency and Percentage Distribution of Students on the Concepts of Writing Summary 
 

Writing Summary 

 

Frequency of Students 

 

Percentage 

 

The text summarized by the students acknowledges the 
original author. 

05 17 percent 

The text summarized by the students contains only the 

most important information. 

07 23 percent 

The text summarized by the students is much shorter than 
the original writing. 

 
05 

 
17 percent 
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The text summarized paraphrase any information taken 

from the original writing. 

 

02 

 

06 percent 

The text summarized by the students described the main 
idea of the author. 

 
11 

 
37 percent 

 

TOTAL 

 

 

N = 30 

 

100 percent 

Table 2 portrays the frequency and percentage distribution on the cognition level of students in writing a summary. 

After the analysis of the papers of the student, it can be construed that there x=11 or 37 percent of the 30 students 

knows how to described and write the main idea of the author. The article summarized by the students contains 

only the most important information taken from the article which is x=07 or 23 percent. The article summarized 

by the students acknowledge the original and is much shorter than the original writing is x=5 or 17 percent 

respectively. However, the smaller percentage of students manages to write a summary that is paraphrased any 

information taken from the original text.  

The above data implies that the cognition level of the students seems they know how to summarize the given text; 

they have the right understanding how to get the main idea of the text and can determine the important and main 

details of the information read, but they have a little idea on how to paraphrase some words in the text. They still 

tend to copy the original words from the text. 

Table 3  

Frequency and Percentage Distribution of Students on the Concepts of Paraphrasing 
 

Writing Summary 

 

Frequency of Students 

 

Percentage 

 

The text paraphrased by the students has the same 

meaning as the original. 

05 17 percent 

The text paraphrased by the students is different enough 
from the original to be considered as his writing. 

03 10 percent 

The text paraphrased by the students refers directly to the 

original source. 

 

08 

26 percent 

The text paraphrased by the student is absent of any error 
such as punctuation, grammar, and other mechanics. 

09 
 

30 percent 

The text paraphrased by the students has restructured the 

sentences. 

05 17 percent 

 

TOTAL 

 

 

N = 30 

 

100 percent 

Table 3 presents the frequency distribution of the cognition level of student in paraphrasing read article. In the 

ocular inspection of the data in the table, it can be seen that x=09 or 30 percent of the students show no error in 

the paraphrase article, such error as punctuation, grammar, and other mechanics. The text paraphrased by the 

students refers directly to the original source which is x=08 or 26 percent. The text paraphrase by the students 

restructured the sentences appearing it to be different from the original, but having the same meaning which is 

x=05 or 17 percent respectively.   

However, the lesser number of the students paraphrased differently enough from the original to be considered as 

the student's writing with x=03 or 10 percent. This means that although a student manages to write and paraphrase 

the read article, they cannot produce and output with entirely different from the original without losing its meaning 

and original understanding from the read article. The data further implies that the cognition level of the students 

at this area seems to need practice and more explanation coming from the teacher. 

 

VI. INITIAL STEPS IN WRITING NOTES, SUMMARIZING AND PARAPHRASING 

In the personal notes of the researcher, the following steps should be followed in writing notes, summary, and 

paraphrasing. 

In writing notes the student needs to read the article and determine the important words and phrases. The teacher 

should give areas of main points and guide questions to answer to facilitate the understanding of the students. 

Below is a proposal step to write note, summary, and paraphrasing to avoid plagiarism. 

 
Main Points Style 

 

Questions and Answer Style 

(Answer in Complete Sentences) 

Main Idea/Topic: ____________________ 1. What is the main idea of the text? 

Leading Cause: ____________________ 2. What is the leading cause of air pollution?  

Man-made sources: ___________________ 3. What are the man-made sources of air pollution? 

Natural sources: ____________________ 4. What are the natural sources of air pollution? 

Polluted Cities: ____________________ 5. What are the examples of polluted cities  
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VII. SUMMARY 

This study determines the cognition level of students in writing notes, summarizing and paraphrasing as an initial 

step in solving the problem of plagiarism. In this study, the researcher made used of an article about air pollution. 

The students were asked to write notes, summary and paraphrase the article. The descriptive-evaluative method 

of research was used in this study. This method of research was used because the researcher described the student's 

performance and further analyzed the results or output made by the students (the notes, summary, and paraphrase 

of the text). There thirty (30) students tested in this study. The students were not selected, but they were 

heterogeneous having the different level of mentality and cognition level. In the interpretation of the results, the 

researcher made five criteria or rubrics about the notes, summarizing and paraphrasing. The criteria are simple 

and easy to understand and it facilitates in analyzing the output of the students. The frequency count and 

percentage distribution were used to interpret the results.  

 

VIII. CONCLUSION 

Based on the findings, interpretation, and analysis of the study the following conclusions were drawn and finally 

states that: 

1.  In terms of writing notes, the students have the ability to arrange the important words in the reading text 

and the students can determine the important words in the reading passage. 

2.  In terms of writing a summary, the students can describe the main idea of the author in which it contains 

that most important information in the reading passage. 

3.  In terms of paraphrasing, the students have the ability to product a summarized text with less number of 

errors and directly paraphrased to the original source.    
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