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I. INTRODUCTION 

Hock (2002), in his study argues that changes in the existing political and economic environment have 

implications for religion, and the resulting changes in the religious environment are important in their own right 

in bringing about the growth of New Religious Movements. Moreover, these changes will have feedback effects 

on a country's political and social environment. Democratization and market transition, along with the influence 

of intellectuals, elites, mass media, and government regulation, produce conditions that challenge religion to adapt 

or to resist change (Klenk, 2010). The process of democratization of the existing religions in the new republics of 

Eastern Europe, similar to the process of democratization in Latin America, has opened the door to new religious 

movements (Andreas, 2003). 

 

In Kenya, trust in the mainstream churches has been on the decline over the years. From the colonial period to the 

present, there are many instances when the church failed to live up to the expectation as the salt of the world and 

moral compass for humanity (mue2008) The mainstream churches failed in the pre-colonial period by supporting 

the colonial administration. They condemned the freedom fighters as criminals while supporting the collaborators. 

The mainstream churches did not condemn social injustices against the African people instead engaged in political 

diplomacy (kilonzo 2008). 

 

After independence the mainstream churches where silent in the face of corruption and social injustice by the 

newly independent countries. The mainstream church did little to be the voice to the people. Few courageous 

leaders in the mainstream churches were vocal critics of the political establishment. This few voices include 

Bishop Okullu, Muge and Gitari of A.C.K 

Another great failure of mainstream churches is response to post election violence. When the violence broke out 

in Kenya in 2007-2008 the church could not rise above political partnership in order to counter the tide of violence. 

Peace building was minimal and the church was not visible in championing right of the displaced persons (Gumo 

et al 2012). 

 

According to Okullu (2003) the clergy may not have the capacity to restructure an economic system but they have 

a duty to the state that a system which leaves the majority of the people unable to access basic needs is immoral 

and unjust. The failure of the mainstream churches in Kenya to respond to the socio-political issues facing Kenya 

led to the emergence of alternative voices from New Religious Movement. At independence the failure of the 

mainstream churches to respond to the challenges of colonization led to the emergence of Independent Churches 

(Parsitai 2011). The failure of the mainstream churches to respond to the issues affecting the general population 
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including postelection violence and corruption may have created fertile ground for the emergence of alternative 

voices. 

 

Anthony (2009), in his study argues that scientific explanations in the background culture might begin with the 

observation that European nations possessed established state churches, closely connected to long-dominant 

political regimes, while the United States has known more than two centuries of separation between church and 

state, which led to the growth of new religious movements.  

 

Research on the dynamic context of cultural production may identify the kinds of intellectual environment in 

which religious ideas favorable to democracy are likely to be produced. This investigatory strategy proceeds from 

the observation that ideological producers address social and moral issues currently significant in their 

environment. Of course, they are limited by the availability of resources and political conditions. The actual 

production of ideas, however, occurs in relationship with alternative systems of beliefs and values. Ideological 

production involves the reevaluation, revisiting, or rejections of the themes and claims of competing ideologies. 

At the same time, ideological producers face the rebuttals and critiques of their competitors and often innovate in 

response. Thus, research on any particular ideology needs to take account of the competitors it faces and the 

structure of institutions in which this competition takes place  (Alexander, 2009). 

 

Intellectuals in the existing religion often play a crucial role in shaping the ideological climate of a society thus 

growth in New Religious Movements. Some argue that the one-sided ant western rhetoric and West badgering of 

many Middle Eastern intellectuals provided a favorable ideological condition for the rise of Islamic 

fundamentalism in the region. This is in a sharp contrast with the pro-Western orientation of many intellectuals 

during the first half of the 20th century. A comparative study of the role of intellectuals in shaping politics may 

produce beneficial results for cultural theory. At the same time, such a study provides clues as to how democracy 

would become a popular ideology in society (Spencer, 1999). 

 

II. METHODOLOGY 

In this study, quantitative approaches of doing research were employed as recommended by Creswell (Creswell, 

2009). The study adopted descriptive survey research design. Descriptive survey research design attempts to 

clarify why and how there is a relationship between two or more aspects of a situation or phenomenon.  The study 

targeted an estimated 50,000 followers drawn from 47 congregations of Repentance and Holiness Church.  The 

sample was obtained using coefficient of variation. Nassiuma (2000), asserts that in most surveys, a coefficient of 

variation in the range of 21%≤ C≤ 30% and a standard error in the range 2%≤ e ≤ 5% is usually acceptable. The 

study therefore used a coefficient variation of 30% and a standard error of 2%.The higher limit for coefficient of 

variation and standard error was selected so as to ensure low variability in the sample and minimize the degree or 

error.  Nassiuma (2000) gives the formula as follows:- 

 

= 𝑁𝑐2

𝑐2 + (𝑁 − 1)𝑒2   ⁄ =  50000(0.3)2

0.32 + (50000 − 1)0.022⁄  = 225members  

Where, n=Sample size, N=Population, c=covariance, e= standard error   

The research   was achieved by use of questionnaires.  Crobanch Alpha was used to determine a reliability index. 

The piloting of the questionnaire was to identify faults hence improve its reliability. The SPSS computer software 

aided in working out this Crobanch Alpha value to be achieved. According to Oluwatayo (2012), a reliability 

index of at least 0.7 is considered ideal for the study. 

Table 2.1 Reliability Statistics 

Cronbach's Alpha 
                                                           N of 

Items 

.978 4 

 

Quantitative data collected was analyzed using descriptive statistical techniques, which was frequencies and mean. 

 
III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

3.1 Pastoral Weak Points 
Respondents were required to indicate the pastoral weak points that were being experienced in their previous 

churches. Findings on this item were tabulated as in table 4.5. 
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Table 3.1 Pastoral Weak Points 

Existence of Pastoral Weak Points in members' previous churches 

Pastoral Weak Points SA A N D SD 

Leadership wrangles 55 60 47 28 35 

Pastors did not meet the needs of members 143 70 2 0 10 

Interpersonal conflict 50 10 91 50 24 

Did not feel accepted in the church   20 45 30 65 65 

Sense of belonging 4 6 107 17 91 

There was no loving relationship 70 30 30 60 35 

There was no recognition   65 67 71 85 88 

The leaders were not Friendly 30 43 11 98 42 

The church did not give me a sense of identity 99 78 20 14 14 

I did not feel a sense of connection 119 25 12 67 2 

Mean 

Percent 

66  

(29%) 

43 

(19%) 

42 

( 18%) 

45 

(20%) 

37  

(14%) 

The study established that, majority of the respondents 29% were in strong agreement that, there was existence of 

pastoral weak points in their former churches. 20% disagreed, 14% strongly disagreed, 19% agreed while 18% 

were unaware about the existence of pastoral weak points in their former churches.  On average, it is evident that 

there was existence of pastoral weak points in members' former churches.  The researcher was keen to establish 

that, the major pastoral weak points identified by the members were; pastors were unable to meet the needs of 

members, the churches did not give members a sense of identity and members did not feel a sense of connection. 

These findings concur with (mue2008) who noted that mainstream churches were facing pastoral weak points 

since independence and this has led to splitting of the churches. The study therefore concludes that, existence of 

pastoral weak points may have driven members away from their previous churches. 

 

3.2 Correlation Analysis  

Variables 

Growth of 

Repentance and 

Holiness Church Pastoral reasons 

Growth of 

Repentance and 

Holiness Church  

Pearson Correlation 1 .822** 

Sig. (2-tailed)  .000 

N 225 225 

Pastoral reasons Pearson Correlation .822** 1 

Sig. (2-tailed) .000  

N 225 225 

Results from the correlations analysis revealed a strong positive correlation between pastoral weak points and 

growth of new religious movements as per the correlation coefficient of 0.822.    
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