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I. Conceptual Explication 

If there is any phenomenon in Nigeria that has attracted much local and international attention and discuss, then 

the subject matter of corruption occupies a premium position. The preponderance of corruption in the world’s 

largest black nation (Nigeria) could have been better imagined than experienced and equally put in the front burner 

of social and academic analysis. Today in Nigeria, this ugly monster has graduated from being a normal 

behavioural trend among Nigerians to becoming the unconstitutionally entrenched as the fourth arm of 

government in the country. The most interesting but utterly annoying part of the whole scenario is that corruption 

in Nigeria is more powerful than the other three constitutionally recognized arms of government (Executive, 

Legislature and Judiciary) and equally not submissive or limited to the concept of checks and balances. 

Nigeria intelligentias have exhausted all known vocabulary in a bid to adequately describe and situate the concept 

of corruption in the country; the international community is equally not left out in the discussion of this great but 

delicate national question in Africa’s most populous country. The incidence of corruption in Nigeria is so bad that 

it pervades all strata of Nigeria society and has eaten deep into the nation’s social fabric. 

The word corruption according to online etymology dictionary is a derivation from a Latin verb, corrumpo and a 

Latin adjective, corruptus, both of which simply means “changing from good to bad especially in terms of 

willingness to act dishonestly for money or personal gains”. Be that as it may, the concept has been given to an 

avalanche of definitions and most interesting is the description given to it by Nigerian commentators. Morris 

(1991) opines that “corruption is the illegitimate use of public power to benefit a private interest”. This definition 

did wholistically address the concept as it deals exclusively with political corruption. 

Ian (2006) sees corruption as “an action to (a) secretly provide (b) a good or service to a third party (c) so that he 

or she can influence certain actions which (d) benefit the corrupt, a third party, or both (e) in which the corrupt 

agent has authority”. While this definition clearly captures the concept of corruption, defining the subject matter 

from the Nigerian background makes it more interesting. For President Buhari, corruption is the greatest form of 

human rights violation, in his words: 

For the masses of our people, the millions still wallowing in want and diseases, corruption is a major reason why 

they cannot go to school; why they cannot be gainfully employed; and why there are few doctors, nurses and 

drugs in their hospitals and health centres. It is the reason why pensioners are not paid and portable water is 

scarce. In effect, corruption divert public resources meant for millions of people into the private pockets of a 
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greedy few, thereby causing a lot of suffering, deprivation and death. In my view, there can be no greater violation 

of human rights. (www.naija.com, 20th November, 20150) 

For former President Goodluck Jonathan, the whole issue about corruption is a perception rather than reality. He 

stated inter-alia that: 

Over 70 percent of what are called corruption, even by EFCC (Economic and Financial Crime Commission) and 

other anti-corruption agencies is not corruption, but common stealing. Corruption is perception, not reality. 

(Daily Post newspaper, 9th January, 2015) 

The former President Jonathan did not however educate the people what he term to be corruption. It should 

however be pointed out that the high level of looting of the national treasury under his watch could be attributed 

to his overt perception of what is meant by corruption as stealing to him is a minor offence. 

The preponderance of corruption in Nigeria has negatively imparted on the well-being of the country. The country 

has at various times been rated among the most corrupt in the world corruption index. Nigeria according to the 

2015 rating of corruption countries by the Transparency International occupied the 136th out 175 most corrupt 

countries, accordingly corrupt rank in Nigeria averaged 118.30 from 1996 until 2015, reading an all time high of 

152 in 2005 and a record low of 52 in 1997 (Daily Post, 28 Jan. 2016). 

In view of the danger and damage which corruption has had on Nigeria and her citizens, successive administrations 

in the country have at various tried to fight this evil menace, with the most pronounced war on this cankerworm 

being the Obasanjo’s administration (1999-2007) with the setting up of two anti-corruptions, the Independent 

Corruption and other Related Offences Commission (ICPC) and the Economic and Financial Crime Commission 

(EFCC) and given the mandate to fight the high prevalent rate of corruption in the country. 

While efforts were step up to bring the scourge of corruption to the barest minimum, corrupt Nigerians have long 

devised the safe method of keeping the proceeds of their corrupt misadventure in Nigeria in various foreign 

countries as a way of concealing them from the eagle eye the anti-corruption bodies. It is against the backdrop of 

this fact that the war on corruption can only make a meaningful impact with foreign cooperation and collaboration. 

While only a little could be said to have been achieved in this direction especially with the return some loots of 

the late Abacha era, significant more needed to be done. 

The present administration of Buhari was actually voted into power to specifically fight insurgency and corruption 

in Nigeria, little wonder, the administration had not only stepped up the war on corruption but had entered into 

international agreements thereby eliciting the cooperation and collaboration of members of the international 

community in assisting in the corruption war in Nigeria. United States specifically assure the Nigerian government 

of her readiness to help fight the scourge of corruption. In a statement during Buhari’s visit to the United States, 

Garba Shehu (Nigeria presidential spokesman) reveals thus: 

There will be collaboration. Each of the two countries will receive legal assistance from the other on criminal 

matters and that should cover the recovery of ill-gotten wealth. On extradition, we have already had a treaty with 

U.S. by virtue of being a former British colonial territory. There is however the possibility that Nigeria might 

negotiate a new extradition treaty to meet our other requirements. The negotiation will be done under the auspices 

of a reenergized US-Nigeria Bi-National commission. (Premium Times, July 12, 2015, pp 1 – 2) 

 

II. REASONS FOR HIGH LEVEL OF CORRUPTION IN NIGERIA 

It no longer make headline about the prevalence of corruption in Nigeria. Most Nigerians especially the masses 

who are at the receiving end over the dangerous impact of corruption, prays daily for a government that can fight 

this danger to standstill. Be that as it may, there is unanimity of views and opinions about why Nigerians engage 

in corruption and to who’s benefit. The main reasons for the high level of corruption in Nigeria includes but not 

limited to the following: 

a. Weak Government Institutions: The presence of weak political and legal institutions can be viewed as 

the major reason for the high level of corruption in Nigeria. As noted earlier, the Obasanjo’s administration (1999-

2007) showed some level of political will to fight corruption evidenced in the vigour that the two anti-corruption 

commission (ICPC and EFCC) put up in the fight against the scourge but only very little was achieved. There was 

no gainsaying the obvious that a former EFCC Chairman (Nuhu Ribadu) once stated that thirty three (33) out of 

thirty six (36) state governors were corrupt. According to Zanna (2008:23): 

Former EFCC Chairman Nuhu Ribadu having conducted thorough investigations into their affairs had then said 

that he Governors were found to have corruptly abused power, personalized their state treasuries thereby 

enriched themselves and were therefore liable to face prosecution. However, Ribadu was constrained in moving 

on to prosecute them because the 1999 Nigerian constitution gave them immunity against being dragged to any 

law court for civil or criminal breaches. He however, promised to arrest them on May 29, 2007 as soon as they 

handed over to their successors. Some of the unlucky Governors were arrested and arraigned before various 

Federal High Courts across the country. Their cases are being handled by those courts. Unfortunately, that was 

not to be for some of the Governors indicted by the EFCC for reasons best known to Ribadu. 

Also related is the issue of delay or non-payment of salaries of civil servants for months. This development had 

increased the level of corruption among the civil servants in Nigeria. More concerned in this area is no other 
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person than President Buhari who in a remark at the second National Executive Committee of the All Progressive 

Congress (APC) dispassionately states thus: 

The grim economic situation in the country appears to be deepening by the day as 27 states out of 36 states in the 

country are finding it difficult to pay the salaries of their workers. (Punch, 25 March, 2016, p.2) 

While President Buhari innocently appear to hinge the reasons for non-payment of workers’ salaries to harsh 

economic situation resulting from dwindling oil prices; the Guardian Newspaper in its editorial of 08 June, 2015 

indicted the governors for this negligence to workers succinctly: 

It is no records that many of the governors hardly present themselves as models of good governance with lifestyles 

that are flamboyant or too extravagant for comfort. It is rather unfortunate indeed that some of the governors 

who are too quick to plead helplessness and seek understanding on the sliding fortunes of the country’s economy 

due to falling oil prices had enough fund to pursue their political ambitions and even donate to parties’ purses 

during the campaigns. They have also always found enough to charter private jets for their travels and sustain a 

luxurious lifestyle. (Guardian Newspaper, 08 June, 2015, p.3) 

That these group of unpaid public service workers are not to embark on any form of industrial action but expected 

to continually be on their duty post begs more questions than answers as to the issues of corruption. 

Another area of concern related to weak government institutions is the observed weak legal institution in Nigeria. 

For instance despite the vigorous war on corruption, the Obasanjo’s administration (1999-2007) could only secure 

two high profile convictions (D S P Alamieyeseigha – late governor of Bayelsa state and Tafa Balogun – former 

Inspector General of Police) as other high profile cases especially many ex-governors are either pending in courts 

or have been indefinitely adjourned. It was in the light of this that President Buhari sees the judiciary as his main 

headache in his anti-graft war. While addressing the Nigerians living in Addis-Ababa, Ethiopia in a town hall 

meeting on December 31st 2015, the President states “on the fight against corruption vis-à-vis the judiciary, 

Nigerians will be right to say that is my main headache for now”. (Vanguard Newspaper, 01 February, 2016, p.8) 

b. Poverty: Poverty is one ailment that had defiled all scientific proven treatment in Nigeria. Great majority 

of Nigerians especially those living in the rural areas are wallowing in abject poverty. The National Bureau of 

Statistics (NBS) in her 2014 report opines that a staggering 112.519 million Nigerians live in relative poverty 

conditions. This figure represents 69 percent of the country’s total population estimated to be 163 million. More 

worrisome is the fact that the poverty rate is rising at a time the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth rate is put 

at 7.75 percent, (Nigerian Insight Newspaper, 03 Feb. 2014, p.8). This nexus between increased growth in 

country’s GDP and the resultant increased poverty among the citizenry is inexplicable. This development has led 

to the multiplier result in the overall increase in the level of corruption in Nigeria. Poverty and corruption are 

competing head to head in the Nigerian environment as no sector of the economy is immune from the pawn of 

corruption. 

c. Its tacit approval by the people: The tacit and unarguably the Nigerian society approval of corruption 

which seems to be in the DNA of majority of Nigerians especially those opportune to be in leadership positions. 

The high approval rating of corruption and corrupt individuals in the Nigerian society has made the phenomenon 

to be best described as a way of life. When individuals enrich themselves with the common wealth of the entire 

citizenry, the society reward them with chieftaincy titles and honorary doctorate degrees, as a pat on the back for 

the courage in stealing public fund. Consequently, in another scenario, when any person especially when 

opportune to serve the government refuses to steal, the society instead of commending such a character usually 

malign such an individual and in some extreme cases, the community where such honest person came from usually 

disown him and call such person unprintable names such as “unworthy ambassador; a weakling; a sell-out; a 

community misfortune; etc”. As a consequence of this established culture of the Nigerian society giving accolades 

to corrupt individuals while at the same treating with disdain honest individuals that most account for the high 

rate of corruption especially among political office holders as they strive to be good representatives of their 

immediate community in government service. 

d. Greed and Ethnic Cleavages: There is this indubitable fact that greed remains one of the major factors 

that drive most Nigerians to engage in corruption. This is against the backdrop of the realities that most corrupt 

steal more than is necessary for themselves, their children and grand-children. Most of these greedy corrupt 

Nigerians owe landed properties in almost all the major cities in the country and in other countries of the world. 

They acquire many expensive goods even the one they may not use till the end of their sojourn on earth whereas 

their nearby neighbour suffer hunger and deprivation. What is even most annoying about the whole scenario is 

the support which these groups usually get from their ethnic group of origin as attempts at bringing certain corrupt 

people to justice will be greeted with ethnic colouration and sentiments that keeps the government helpless in 

fighting the scourge. 

e. High Level of Illiteracy: The high level of illiteracy among the people of yet another reason why 

corruption is thriving in Nigeria. Majority believes that government resources belong to the government and not 

the people. As a result of this obvious erroneous belief, corrupt leaders are praised because they courageously 

stole government money and not public money. This also makes resistance against people who loot public 

resources not existent. The apparent paradox here is that the few literates in the society are mostly the people that 
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engage in this corrupt activities and to that extent, there exist safe havens as those who should have led the war 

on corruption are on the front page of the corrupt citizens. 

 

III. NIGERIAN GOVERNMENT AND THE WAR ON CORRUPTION 

Corruption is a global brand as there is no country in the world that is free from the scourge of corruption. 

However, many countries have also put in place institutions that had helped in bringing the scourge to the barest 

minimum. The Nigeria situation is a far cry from what exist in other advanced countries of the world as despite 

institutions put in place to fight the pandemic, it had rather increased thereby bringing untold hardship to the 

citizenry. 

Despite the seeming uncontrollable proportion of corruption in Nigeria, successive administrations in the country 

have continued to put in spirited war against the phenomenon. While not passing a verdict on succeeding 

administrations after independence be it civilian or military, it is expedient to state that a renewed, vigorous and 

sustained war on corruption started with the Obasanjo administration on the return to civil rule in 1999. 

Being his second coming into governance in Nigeria, the first as a military dictator (1976-1979) and the second 

as a democratically elected president (1999-2007), president Obasanjo immediately after being sworn-in on the 

29th of May, 1999 did not mince about his desire to not only revamp the economy but tackle corruption which he 

made a key campaign slogan. As a way of showing a strong political will to fight this ugly monster, president 

Obasanjo sent a bill to the National Assembly to make for more stringent laws taking cognizance of the realities 

that obsolete laws cannot address effectively the sophisticated nature of corruption in the country. Uchenna 

(2006:52) lends credence to Obasanjo’s strong desire to fight corruption thus: 

To give teeth to his anti-corruption crusade, president Obasanjo presented to the National Assembly, the 

prohibition and punishment of Bribery and other Related Offences Bill, exactly six weeks after he took office. 

While presenting the bill, the very first under the fourth republic, the president noted that: “we believe this law is 

morally right and politically correct and necessary to change the attitude of Nigerians”. 

The determination of the Obasanjo’s regime (1999-2007) to fight saw him at the end of the day setting up the 

Independent Corrupt Practices and other related Offences Commission (ICPC) in 2001 and the Economic and 

Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) in 2003. Armed with these anti-corruptions, the administration was placed 

on a good footing to fight corruption. The two bodies especially EFCC under the chairmanship of Nuhu Ribadu 

saw to the arrest and prosecution of many corrupt public office holders especially ex-governors and bank 

executives. According to Albin-Lackey (2011:10) many prominent figures were arraigned on corruption charges. 

In his words: 

Since its inception, the EFCC has arraigned 30 national prominent political figures on corruption charges and 

has recovered according to the EFCC, some US $11 billion through its efforts. But many of the corruption cases 

against the political elite have made little progress in the courts; there have been only four convictions to date 

and those convicted have faced relatively little or no prison term. Other senior political figures who have been 

widely implicated in corruption have not been implicated. 

Notwithstanding the high number of high profile Nigerians that were investigated and prosecuted but with little 

convictions obtained, the administration of Obasanjo was not only accused of unceasing the EFCC on perceived 

political enemies, the regime was enmeshed in corruption. For instance, “Obasanjo personally authorized the 

disbursement of N50m each to 109 senators, as well as other sums of money, which amounted to excess of N8bn 

to pass the third term bill into law (the Citizen Newspaper, April 10, 2016:02). 

Also on the same page, Oluwaseun (2014:32) has this to say about Obasanjo and the EFCC: 

The EFCC earned plaudits from many Nigerians and from the international community in its first few years for 

aggressively pursuing corruption allegations against a range of prominent government officials including sitting 

governors. in the months leading up to the 2007 elections, however, the Obasanjo government manipulated the 

EFCC into selectively pursuing opposition politicians and opponents of president Obasanjo within the PDP and 

this was done so openly that it destroyed much of the institution’s credibility and effectiveness as both a deterrent 

and a mechanism of accountability. 

These and other obvious development created doubts in the minds of Nigerians as to the obvious intentions of the 

Obasanjo’s administration to fight corruption in the country. When eventually, Obasanjo’s administration handed 

over power in May 29, 2007 to late Umaru Yaradua, there was an obvious lull in the fight against corruption as 

the new administration was not ready to maintain the high tempo the war witnessed under Obasanjo. The new 

administration in a bid to incapacitate the EFCC started with the removal of then Chairman Nuhu Ribadu 

following public outcry of Yaradua’s Attorney General and Minister of Justice announcement on the 6th of August, 

2007 that the ICPC and EFCC will now prosecute corruption and money laundering cases only with his express 

permission. (assemblyonline.info of June 3, 2009) 

President Yaradua barely lasted two years in office before his demise leading to coming on board of his Vice, Dr. 

Goodluck Jonathan. The Jonathan’s administration did not see any reason for the government to aggressively fight 

graft that was killing the Nigerian society. His belief that most of the cases termed corruption by the EFCC was 
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mere stealing and corruption is a matter of perception and not reality clearly brought to bear his total inability to 

fight corruption in the country. 

Following the failure of the anti-corruption during the administration of Goodluck Jonathan culminating in his 

electoral defeat in the 2015 general election, the government of Muhammadu Buhari came on board and started 

an unrentless war on corruption. With a tripod agenda of fighting insurgency, curbing corruption and revamping 

the economy during his campaign to be elected president of the country, the regime did not waste any time in 

showing Nigerians that the government has the commitment and political will to fight corruption. To show 

seriousness, the Buhari administration started with the appointment of a new EFCC Chairman in the person of 

Ibrahim Magu. The administration set up a Presidential Advisory Committee on corruption headed by Professor 

Itsey Sagay. 

The strong political will to bring this pandemic can be seen in the high number of big profile Nigerians the anti-

graft body (EFCC) has arrested and many having their days in court while others are being investigated to soon 

be charged to courts. The Guardian newspaper editorial of 03 Aug. 2015 has this to say about Buharis’s anti-

corruption crusade: 

For a man who declared in his inaugural speech ‘I belong to everybody and I belong to nobody’. Besides, for one 

who cares enough for his country to seek its highest office four times with the intention to effect a change, Buhari 

knows too well that with at Least $150 billion, and still counting stolen from public treasury by high public 

officials and their colluding with local and foreign business partners, if Nigeria does not kill corruption, this 

number one enemy may eventually kill Nigeria. (Guardian Newspaper, 03 Aug. 2015, p.17) 

The intensity of the war on corruption by Buhari’s administration especially going after political office holders 

and even the military where a lot of military Generals who over the years have been untouchable attest to the 

growing deterrence among Nigerians especially politicians to steal government money with the usual impunity 

that has been the rule before now. This war on corruption that majority of Nigerians are applauding has yielded 

good results as seen in the interim report of recovered loots in his first year in office as shown graphically. 

 

IV. INTERIM REPORT ON FINANCIAL AND ASSET RECOVERIES MADE BY THE 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT OF NIGERIA FROM 29 MAY 2015 TO 25 MAY 2016 

Cash Recoveries 
Serial Items Naira US Dollar GB Pounds Euro 

1 EFCC Cash at hand 39,369,911,023.00 128,494,076.66 2,355 11,250 

2 Royalty/tax/payment to FGN account in JP Morgan 

account New York 

4,642,958,711.48 

 

40,727,253.65   

3 ONSA Funds Recovery Account in CBN 5,665,305,527.41 8,000,000.00   

4 VAT recovered from companies by ONSA 529,588,293.47    

5 EFCC Recovered Funds Account in CBN 19,267,730,359.36 455,253.80   

6 ICPC Revenue Collection Recovery in CBN 869,957,444.8    

7 Office of the Attorney General 5,500,000,000 5,500,000   

8 DSS Recoveries 47,707,000.5 1,943,000.5 3,506,000.46  

9 ICPC Cash Asset Recovery 2,632,196,271.71    

 Total 78,325,354,631.82 185,119,584.61 3,508,355.46 11,250 

 

Recoveries Under Interim Forfeiture 
Serial Items Naira US Dollar GB Pounds Euro 

1 Cash in bank under interim forfeiture 8,281,577,243.92 1,819,866,364.73 3,800.00 113,399.17 

2 Amount frozen in bank 48,159,179,518.90 7,131,369,498.49 605,647.55  

3 Value of properties under interim forfeiture 41,534,605,998.00 77,844,600.00 1,875,000.00 190,000.00 

4 Value of cars under interim forfeiture 52,500,000.00    

5 ONSA Funds under interim forfeiture 27,001,464,125.20 43,771,433.73   

6 Value of Assets Recovered by ONSA 512,000,000.00    

7 ONSA Assets under interim forfeiture 260,000,000.00    

8 DSS Recoveries 658,929,000.00 226,476.20   

9 EFCC Cash in Bank under final forfeiture 103,225,209.41 17,165,547.00   

 Total 126,563,481,095.43 9,090,243,920.15 2,484,447.55 303,399.17 

 Grand Total 204,888,835,727.25 9,275,363,504.76 5,992,803.01 314,649.17 

Non Cash Recoveries 
Serial Items Quantity 

  ICPC EFCC ONSA 

1 Farmland 22   

2 Plot of Land 4   

3 Uncompleted Building 1   

4 Completed Building  33 145 4 

5 Vehicles 22 3  

6 Maritime Vessels  5  

 Total 82 153 4 
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Funds Awaiting Return From Foreign Jurisdictions 
 Jurisdiction US Dollar GB Pounds Euro 

1  321000000   

2   6900000  

3  310501  6900000 

4  6225.1   

 Total 321,316,726.1 6,900,000 11,826.11 

Source: www.informationng.com/..../federal, retrieved 10 July, 2016 

Though the government had earlier promised to release the names of the treasury looters but a last minute decision 

not to publish the names must have been informed by good reason as publishing the names could deter those 

contemplating return ill-gotten funds in their custody to decline and cognizance of the realities of that over $9 

billion dollars was recovered without going to court. 

 

V. FOREIGN COOPERATION AND COLLABORATION IN THE WAR ON CORRUPTION 

The cancerous nature of corruption and the sophisticated methods that have been applied in swindling the 

commonwealth of Nigeria by few disgruntled and unpatriotic individuals cannot be arrested with the sole efforts 

of the Nigerian government alone. Taking the ubiquitous nature of corruption as a point of departure, there is 

therefore the urgent need for a united international action against corruption. This call becomes more expedient 

as corrupt individuals see other foreign countries as safe havens for their illicit wealth. 

Nigeria is gradually getting close to being a failed state as a consequence of corruption and to that end; no other 

country urgently needed foreign cooperation and collaboration as a major panacea to the scourge of corruption. 

While there have been minimal foreign cooperation in the past in the war on corruption as can be seen in the trial 

and jailing of James Ibori in 2010 by a London Court despite having been tried, discharged and acquitted by a 

Federal High Court sitting in Asaba, Delta State on December 17, 2009 (BBC News, 17 April 2012). Also in the 

same page is that of late Bayelsa State governor, Alamieyeseigha who was also arrested in 2005 in London on 

charges of money laundering having been found with £1 million pounds in cash in London. It was however alleged 

that the jumped bail by disguising himself as a woman but on the 26th of July, 2007, Alamieyeseigha pleaded 

guilty before a Nigerian Court to six court charges and was thereafter sentenced to two years in prison on each 

charge which will however run concurrently. (Adesina, 2007:12) 

While it could be noted that foreign cooperation and collaboration in the fight against corruption was minimal in 

the country, the coming into power of the Buhari administration saw a more robust international cooperation and 

collaboration in the war on corruption. The United States was the first to praise president Buhari over the war on 

terror and corruption and pledge the assistance of the United States in ensuring looted Nigerian resources are 

recovered. In a statement, Femi Adesina, presidential spokesman said: 

Anywhere and everywhere that the looted funds are, we have the assurances of the United States of America to 

assist Nigeria to repatriate these funds from anywhere under the sun. Everything that needs to be done to get all 

those funds repatriated will be done, including engage private investigators. (Premium Times, 31 March, 2016, 

p.14) 

The assurance of assistance in the war on corruption from the United States re-invigorated the much needed energy 

in Nigeria to continue to battle on corruption and as a consequence entered into lots of agreement with foreign 

countries in this regard. One outstanding agreement signed by president Buhari bordering on corruption and 

sanctions on looters was in May, 2016 alongside 59 other world leaders and according to Mallam Abubakar 

Malami, Nigeria’s Attorney General and Minister of Justice, this agreement would make it difficult for treasury 

looters to escape abroad with stolen money as the sanctions to be imposed culprits include: 

 Travel restriction or denial of entry visa into the 60 countries, 

 Rejection of request for political asylum by corrupt political and public office holders; 

 Loss of citizenship; 

 No more approval of naturalization for any corrupt person; 

 No establishment of shell companies abroad; 

 The corrupt will not be allowed to operate foreign accouints in any of the 60 nations. The affected 

countries will also design ways of sharing intelligence on corrupt officers and money launders. (Guardian 

newspaper, 20 May, 2016, p.26) 

The Buhari’s administration also working on a report on the activities of corrupt Nigerians in Dubai-United Arab 

Emirate went into a pact this UAE. In an editorial, Premium Times has this to say: 

The UAE has become a Mecca for Nigeria’s wealthy who are drawn by the expensive high rise properties, glitzy 

hotels in the oil-rich country. A security sources who has been investigating he pattern of Nigeria’s investment in 

the country told Premium Times that at least $200 billion allegedly stolen from the country’s treasury by former 

government officials is believed to have been stashed in banks and invested in properties in Dubai and Abu Dhabi, 

tow of UAE’s most prominent cities. (Premium Times, 20 Jan. 2016, p.4) 

Though three agreements was signed by president Buhari while in United Arab Emirate, of particular interest to 

this study is the pact on extradition, transfer of sentenced persons and mutual legal assistance on criminal and 
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commercial matters. This agreement which has a lot to do with the anti-corruption drive of the government implies 

that: 

 UAE government will return monies hidden or invested in banks and real estates in the country by Nigerians 

through dubious gains; 

 Extradition of Nigeria fugitives currently hiding in UAE; 

 Avoidance of double taxation in the trade between the two nations. (www.newsexpressngr.com of 26 Jan. 

2016) 

The pact with UAE paid off immediately when the authorities of UAE blocked an attempt by a former Nigeria 

governor to immediately transfer the sum of $517 million loot funds to the Dominican Republic realizing the 

implication of the pact signed between Nigeria and UAE. According to Olu (2016) “An ex-governor made botched 

attempts to transfer about $517 million loot to the Dominican Republic but because UAE laws are now strict, he 

is lying low and avoiding UAE in order not to suffer the James Ibori fate”. 

From the foregoing, it is crystal clear that the integrity of the president has resulted in most countries promising 

their support in the war against corruption in Nigeria. 

 

VI. CONCLUSION 

Based on personal integrity, there is unanimity of agreement that president Buhari is rightly placed more than any 

other leader to fight corruption especially given his antecedents as a former military governor of Bornu state, 

former minister of petroleum resources, former Head of State and former Chairman Petroleum Trust Fund. 

Equally, Buhari as a person detest corruption and therefore was determined more than ever to eradicate the ill 

from the psyche of Nigerians. 

The Buhari’s war on corruption even though still on course has seen the investigation and prosecution of many 

notable Nigerians with the popular swindling of about £2.1 billion meant for the procurement of arms for fighting 

insurgency in the North-East but illegally diverted by few leaders for themselves and their cohorts. Popularly 

known as the Dasukigate (Sambo Dasuki is the former National Security Advisers), the probe into the fund led to 

so many having their day in court while some voluntarily returned theirs. The Buhari anti-corruption saw to the 

following achievements: 

 Recovery of over £9 billion in cash and properties; 

 International agreements with foreign countries for assistance in recovering stolen funds; 

 Probe of the military high commands which before now have been untouchable; 

 Increased blocking of revenue leakage through the Treasury Single Account (TSA); 

 Willingness on the part of some countries like Switzerland to return illegal Nigerian monies in her country; 

 Deterrence among Nigerians in the management of public funds. 

Despite these existential realties, many still accuse the administration that the corruption is not holistic and is 

merely targeting the opposition and enemies of the government. While this kind of accusation is expected, it is 

however recommended that: 

 Transparency is needed is the war on corruption is to succeed taking cognizance of the fact that fighting 

the bourgeoisie class is not an easy task; 

 The war should be holistic, no sacred cows, no party or ethnic sentiments; 

 Government to redouble her efforts in reaching out to other countries and possibly solicit their 

cooperation; 

 Effective and transparent management of recovered funds as that is the only guarantee for continued 

foreign cooperation and collaboration; 

 Building of strong institutions that will guarantee the continued war on corruption; 

 Improving the economy to make for wealth creation that will create job and the condition of living of 

Nigerians. 
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