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I. Introduction 

The word Almajiri is derived from the Arabic Almuhajirun, meaning an emigrant. It usually refers to a person 

who migrates from the comfort zone of his home to other places or to a popular teacher in quest for Islamic 

knowledge. It is hinged on the Islamic concept of migration which is widely practiced especially when 

acquisition of knowledge at home is either inconvenient or insufficient. Almajirae plural form of Amajiri, are 

male Islamic faith-based children, ushered into the street very early in life to beg for alms. The children endure 

utter deprivation, and their appearances leave much to be desired with their unkempt hair, dirty faces, blistered 

lips, tainted teeth, crusty skin, stinking bags and bare feet or with rubber slippers; they are quite distinctive. 

They are also easily identifiable on Northern  Nigerian busy streets armed with bowls of enamel, aluminum, 

stainless steel or plastic which doubles as containers for food, drinks and collection of alms, decorated with 

shabby attires, and congregated into small groups. Other places where they can be sighted include motor parks, 

restaurants, outdoor parties, rallies, churches, mosques and usually in urban cities, accosting members of the 

public with alluring songs and soliciting alms. The begging proceeds are used to sustain themselves and their 

teachers.  

They are a common sight in the Northern states such as Kano, Katsina, Kebbi, Niger, Gombe, Kaduna, Jos and 

Sokoto. According to the statistics released by the Ministry of Education in 2009, Kano State alone harbors 1.6 

million Almajiris in some 26,000 madrassas. Sokoto, Kaduna, Niger and Borno states are home to 

approximately 1.1 million, 824,200, 580,000 and 389,000 Almajiri pupils respectively (Ifijeh et al (2013).  

The idea of Almajiri began as a system of Qur’anic education among the northern Muslims with the sole aim of 

embedding the ideals of the prophet Mohammed, in their children through the use of Qur’an. This became 

Almajiri system of education Abdulkadir (2003), and also known as Makaranta alo, where makaranta means 

school, and alo is a special Arabic wooden slate for writing. At the inception of Almajiri education system 

during the pre-colonial days, the pupils lived with their parents for moral upbringing. All the schools were 

known to be located within the precinct of the environment from where the pupils came from. 

At some point, the ruler of Sokoto caliphate, Dan Fodio, modified the system by establishing an inspectorate of 

Qur’anic literacy. This was to put in checks and balances, while the schools were maintained by state 

governments, communities and the parents’ zakkah, waof (offerings from mosques) and supplemented by the 
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teachers and students through communal farming. The Northern elites are of the strong opinion that there is a 

direct and strong correlation between the comings of the British rule and bastardization of Almajiri school 

system. The colonial rule foisted on Nigerian was such that those who were ensuring discipline in the Almajiri 

system lost control. 

Ifijeh et al (2013) and Abdulkadir (2003) corroborated this by saying that the Almajiri system of education as 

practiced today in the Northern Nigeria is completely bastardized compared to the form and conditions under 

which the system was operating and its output during the pre-colonial period. They further reiterated that the 

system has been forced especially with the coming of the British, to its present pitiful state. 

Almajiri, as presently constituted, has become a nightmare to peace; stability of Nigeria; a menace to individual 

and corporate organizations. They engage in arson, riots (plate 8), pick-pocketing and easy recruits as child 

soldiers for the terrorists because of their iniquitousness in the Northern Nigeria cities. The Almajiris (Kumolu, 

2014), says are male child who are sent out early in life, about the age of 6 years, by the parents to become 

pupils of Qur’anic school and is under the tutelage of a mallam (word for teacher in Hausa). He further 

explained that the Almajiri children are completely at the mercy of these mallams who, on most occasions, 

cannot cater for them, and consequently send them out to beg for alms, and do other menial jobs in order to feed 

and clothe them. In the process of their walking the streets for provisions, the Almajiris have reportedly faced so 

much abuse. The abuse becomes heightened, due to the Almajiris’ severance from their families, and the poor 

state of their mallams/teachers (Kumolu, 2014).  

The above conditions of “no family love and care” results in dishonesty, lack of integrity and irresponsible 

Nigerian citizen. The Almajiri system of education with its initial great values and promises have transmuted 

into what has now become a  widely accepted global phenomenon, referred to as  “street child”, “child 

streetism”, “ street urchins” or “homeless children”. Child streetism is a complex phenomenon and certainly one 

of the challenges presented by urban poverty (Consortium of Street Child (CSC), 2015). The prevalence, 

intensity, and visibility of child streetism have made the society to accept it as a part and parcel of normal 

phenomenon of the world (Nukunu, 2013). Child streetism is predominantly more prevalent in the urban centres 

(Metha, 2000; Falore, 2009; Fakoya, 2009). The unprecedented urban population growth has been accompanied 

by such pathologies like increasing level of unemployment, unofficial economic emergence, unofficial housing 

violence, social disorders, crime and other issues (Sayafzadeh and Hussaini, 2014). 

The strong family ties and informal system of social protection characteristic of rural setting usually keep 

children off the rural streets. Ogunkan (2014) believes that many street children in the cities might have 

migrated from rural areas to the cities either individually or along with their families. In recent years, the 

number of children on Nigerian streets has grown exponentially (Oloko, 1993; Okpukpara and Odurukure, 

2003; Owasanoye and Wermham, 2004; Fakoya, 2009). It is being estimated that over 7.3 million Nigerian 

children of school age are not in school (Falore, 2009; Fakoya, 2009, UNICEF 2014). Most of them, according 

to Ogunkan (2014) are feared to be on the streets. 

To support the above claim, the Kumolu (2014) estimated that the current population of the almajirai in Nigeria 

is about 7 million. The situation is more worrisome globally because of mass recruitment of child soldiers in 

terrorism and insurgency (Nukunu, 2013). Some of the questions of research are that: where did the Nigerian 

government miss it? What can the governments at all levels do, to stem this tide? Is formal education a panacea 

for these street-wise children? Would they be employable after graduating from this special Almajiri schools? 

What is ‘special’ in the special Almajiri schools? 

II. Research Problem 

In the traditional African setting, little or nothing was ever heard about the phenomenon of street children. This 

is because; every community takes care of all its inhabitants. The much celebrated African solidarity, which 

stipulates that ‘anybody is nobody’ without the community, ensured that nobody lived on the streets. To this 

end, even mentally challenged persons were communally taken to healing homes where they were given 

treatment and subsequently re-integrated into the community after being healed. The emergence of the modern 

African States, greatly influenced by colonization and Western cultures, brought in its wake social problems like 

family violence, rape, kidnapping, unemployment and rural-urban migration. The lure of the city and family 

break-ups in turn brought yet other forms of social challenges the prime of which is child streetism; street child; 

street urchins, and/or streetwise children. 

The worsening economic conditions in the rural Africa due to government’s careless attitude and the chagrin 

neglect of farming and other rural indigenous vocations heightened rural urban migration. The failure of 

government to stem rural-urban migration led to unemployment and homelessness. The lack of adequate 

housing for the ‘migrants’ further increased the number of children in the Nigerian streets. Although, the 

situation of child streetism is now global, there are more growing numbers in Africa. For example, in Kenya, it 

is being estimated that over two hundred and fifty thousand children live on the streets with over six thousand in 

the capital, Nairobi alone. Over fifty thousand children is estimated to be on the streets of Sierra Leone, while in 

Egypt, tens of thousands of street children by estimate, are found on the streets of cities of Cairo and 

Alexandria. The numbers of children on the Nigerian streets are also estimated to be between 7 to 7.5 million. 
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The actual statistics in Africa are still unknown, thereby making planning difficult. Yet, the number of these 

street urchins keeps rising. In the Southwestern part of Nigeria, especially in Lagos, the commercial nerve centre 

of Nigeria, the street children has graduated to street boys  popularly known as ‘Area Boys’ (AB).  

These children have become a menace to tourists and Nigeria’s plans for tourism as alternative means of major 

foreign exchange earnings. They also have been cited in looting, rioting and arson cases in the Northern Nigeria 

and fueling Christian and Muslim conflicts. This study feels that, for street-wise children, would 

entrepreneurship training not formal education be better for them? This is because entrepreneurial characteristics 

can either be developed or be learned. Ronstadt (1984) defines entrepreneur as “a practical creativeness, which 

combines resources and opportunities in new ways. The above situation and many others stimulated this 

research. This is with a view to investigating the impact of Federal Government’s formal education as solution 

to the menace of Almajiri. It also aimed at determining how well equipped the special schools and teachers are 

for the street children.  

Recently, precisely Friday, March 2015, Miriam Ekene-Okoro quoted the formal Lagos State Governor Fashola, 

as faulting the establishment of Almajiri schools in the northern Nigeria by the Federal government. Fashola 

says, “The Almajiri schools have no end gains.” He further explained his views saying “the purpose of training a 

child is for him to use the knowledge gained and skills acquired for his benefit and the society, adding that there 

is no competitive advantage for graduates of Almajiri schools.” He further argued that “if you train people to 

acquire certain skills, you must develop avenue where the skills will be used, that will be the end gain. Fashola’s 

view tallies with the view of this study which advocates the establishment of technical and vocational colleges 

that will turn the Almajiri graduates into entrepreneurs and government major contractors. He further posited the 

following questions, which matches with this study’s research questions: 

 What is the end gain of the products of the Almajiri School? 

 Will prospective employees consider graduates from Almajiri schools? 

 What chances will the products of the Almajiri schools have to work in a multinational company? 

 Are we giving the children a fighting and survival chance when we segregate them into Almajiri special 

schools? 

 Why not  informal entrepreneurship  development  training instead of formal education  

This paper aligns with the thoughts of the ex-governor who says that Almajiri boys should be encouraged to be 

involved in vocational and technical education. 

 

III. Conceptual Framework for Analysis 

Child streetism has assumed a global dimension and remains a sore point everywhere they exist. Many 

researchers have shown that the phenomenon of streetism and the factors that drive these children to the streets, 

including the issues they face, are often similar. It was also observed among researchers that street-wise children 

are peculiar to urban centres of the world. 

According to Consortium on Street Children (CSC) (2015), there are a number of common misconceptions 

about street children ranging from: who they are, to how many they are around the world, to why children take 

to the streets in the first place. New appellations continue to emerge with respect to the phenomenon of 

streetism. The nomenclature given them is dependent on how the societies where they exist view them. In the 

UK, they are more commonly known as “homeless,” “rough-sleeping”, “runaway” or “detached youth”.  In 

other climes, the phenomenon is referred to as follows: “street-wise, streetling, streetism, street urchins”, etc. In 

Nigeria, the names of these street boys depend on the region of the country where they are found. For example, 

in the Eastern Nigeria, they are referred to as “egbesu boys,” “bakassi boys,” More recently; another group 

evolved in Calabar, in the South-south of Nigeria called “the scolobo boys.” In the Western Nigeria, they are 

termed “Area Boys”, while in the Northern Nigeria, those boys commonly found on the streets are called the 

“Almajiris.” 

The term street-connected is now more widely used to describe the broad range of experiences children and 

youths have on the street. Some are known to work in the street, while some maintain relationships with their 

family, whereas others break all contacts and some are off the streets and could be easily drawn back there. One 

common denomination to them is that they have strong connections to the street. Whether they are from Derby 

in England or street child in New Delhi, Almajiri; Area Boys; or Scolobo boys in Nigeria, it is observed that the 

factors that bring these children to the street are quite similar (Consortium on Street Children, 2015). This paper 

therefore, aligns it thoughts and idea with the Consortium on street children (2015), with respect to 

conceptualizing this study. 

Street children issues are pervasive in Africa and Asia, where poverty rate remains high. This statement was 

affirmed by the research carried out by the Consortium for Street Children (2015) among 2000 adults. This 

study found that majority of adults (61%) associated street children with Africa and Asia. However, this study 

differs with the above claim, arguing that the (61%) statistics of 2000 adults should have been adduced to the 

Europe and the Americas. This is considering the fact that close  six decades ago, precisely 1948, Lord Ashley 

observed more than 30,000 naked filthy roaming, homeless and deserted children in and around London in the 
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United Kingdom by which period most African and Asian cities do not have street children.  In a similar vein, in 

1922, it was estimated that there were at least seven million homeless children in Russia due to the devastation 

from World War 1 and the Russian Civil War. During these wars, abandoned children formed gangs whose 

preoccupations were petty thievery and prostitution. In an introduction to his book, “and now my soul is 

hardened: abandoned children in Soviet Russia. Allan Ball writes in his book titled “And Now My Soul is 

Hardened: Abandoned Children in Soviet Russia, 1918-1930: 

Orphaned and abandoned children have been a source of misery from earliest times. 

They apparently accounted for most of the boy prostitutes in the Augustan Rome and, a 

few centuries later, moved a church council of 442 in Southern Gaal to declare : “ 

Concerning abandoned children : There is general complaint that they are nowadays 

exposed more to dogs than to kindness”. In Tsarist Russia, Seventh Century sources 

described destitute youths roaming the streets, and the phenomenon survived every 

attempt at eradication thereafter. 

Child streetism is one of the fastest growing global challenges peculiar to urban centres of developed and 

developing nations. Consortium of Street Children (2015) corroborates the above statement by saying that child 

streetism is a complex phenomenon and certainly one of the challenges presented by urban poverty. The 

prevalence, intensity, and visibility of street children have made societies to accept it as part and parcel of 

normal world phenomenon. (Nukunu, 2013). 

Runaway children typically faced very complex issues. They are at risk of substance misuse. Youth crime and 

teenage pregnancies could be the root consequence of runaway. Although, street children are vulnerable to the 

dangers of life on the street, they are also resourceful and resilient. They often adopt tactics necessary to 

survival such as begging, stealing, rough sleeping and substance misuse. In criminalizing such behaviours, 

society alienates street children, and stigmatizes them. Substance misuse is a common way of life for children 

on the streets and is exposed to violence. It can be a factor in pushing them into the street, perhaps through 

family violence or war. Once on the street, violence is also a challenge, street children have repeatedly reported 

suffering violence at the hands of adults, the police and other street children. 

These growing challenges of streetism continue to impact negatively on nations having them. In Nigeria, the 

street children have become easy tool for arson, riots and recently insurgency. The situation attracted the Federal 

Government’s attention and one of the far-reaching decisions made was to remove these Northern Almajiri boys 

from the streets and provide them with formal education. This study and other people’s views were that 

streetwise children are already used to hard life and have missed the opportunity for pedagogic education, 

thereby making absorption and concentration by street children quite difficult for them  

Only very few people may engage them when they graduate, hence this research prefers they are exposed to 

technical and entrepreneurship training where they would be trained to be master of their own trade. This is the 

essence of this study. 

IV. Research Methodology 

The research was carried out in three North Western Nigerian Cities namely Kano, Sokoto and Guasu, in Kano, 

Sokoto and Zamfara States of Nigeria. The above three cities were estimated to have the highest number of 

Almajiri (Street Children) in Nigeria and were therefore purposely selected for the study.  The sample 

population of the study comprised of all the Almajiri in the three selected Almajiri school.  The survey method 

was adopted for this study, while primary and secondary data were used in the study.  Primary data was obtained 

through the use of validated and pretested structured questionnaire and focus group discussions.  The sample 

was made up of one hundred and eighty respondents which were selected using stratified random and quota 

sampling techniques.   

The respondents were stratified into 60 teachers and 120 Almajiri children.  The pretested and structured 

questionnaire was used to elicit relevant information for the study and this was divided into three sections.  

Section A, sought information about the bio – data of respondents while section B, sought information about the 

teachers in charge of the rehabilited street children (almajiri).  Section C sought information about the Almajiri 

children (street children).  In section B and C five point- Likert scale was used to measure 25 items in the 

instrument. Quota sampling was used to allocate 60 questionnaires to the three selected Almajiri schools, while 

quota was also used to allocate 20 questionnaires to 20 teaches of the three selected schools.  A small focus 

group discussion was held to argument the areas taken as attributes.  The data collected was analysed using 

descriptive statistics such as frequency distribution, percentages and mean scores.   

 

V. Findings and Discussions 

Table 1: Distribution of respondents (Almajiri and teachers) according to their socio-economic 

characteristics 
Sex 

Male 

Female 

F 

120 

    0 
120 

% 

100 

    0 
100 
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Age of children 

Below 5 years 
5 – 9  

10 – 19 

Above 19 

F 

   0 
 90 

 30 

   0 
120 

% 

   0 
 75 

 25 

    0 
100 

Condition of living 

With natural parents 

With guardian parents 
With Muslim clerics 

F 

   5 

   7 
 10 

120 

% 

  4 

  6 
 90 

100 

Teachers’ age 

Below 30 

30 – 39 

40 – 49 
Above 50 

F 
  6 

26 

20 
  8 

60 

% 
 10 

 44 

 33 
 13 

100 

Educational background 

Qur’anic school 
Primary school 

Secondary school 

Tertiary 

F 

10 
  0 

10 

40 
60 

% 

17 
  0 

17 

66 
100 

Area of specialization 

Arts 
Science 

Commerce 

Artisan 

F 

21 
18 

21 

  0 
60 

% 

 35 
 30 

 35 

   0  
100 

                                        Source: survey 2014. 

The results in Table 1 reveal that at the Almajiri are 120 (100%) males without females and their ages range 

between 5 and 19 years with a mean of 12 years. These Almajiris all fall under the definition of children in 

Nigeria. There were 5 (4%) of them initially living with natural parents, 7 (6%) were with Islamic clerics. This 

confirms the observation and scarce literature on Almajiris in Nigeria. Most of the literature emphasizes that 

these children were given to Islamic clerics at a very tender age and because of challenges of feeding the large 

number of them, these clerics release them into the streets to source for food for the Almajiri and him. 

Table 1 further shows that majority of 52 (80%) of the teachers were between the ages of 30 and 49 years, 6 

(10%) were below 30 yards, while 8 (13%) were above 50 years. Majority 40 (66%) had tertiary education. 10 

(17%) had Qur’anic education, while same percentage 10 (17%) had secondary/teachers education certificates. 

The results in Table 1 further show that 21 (35%) of the teachers specialize in arts-related subjects 18 (30%) 

specialize in science and 21 (35%) in commercial subject with no single experience as an artisan. The area of 

specialization was skewed in favour of arts and commercial subject. This represents the unacceptable trend 

everywhere in Nigerian education system. 

Table 2: Showing the Distribution of Almajiri Respondents according to their level of Agreement on 

Different Variables 
 

VARIABLES 

Strongly Agree Agree Undecided Disagreed Strongly Disagreed Mean 

F % F % F % F % F %  

. You know your parents 10 8 20 17 60 50 20 17 10 8 2.65 

You can remember your quranic 

teacher’s name 

40 34 60 50 5 4 10 8 5 4 2.98 

You like mathematics 12 10 24 20 14 12 60 50 10 8 2.87 

You would like to be an arts person 45 38 42 35 13 11 17 14 3 3 3.68 

We are being well catered for 60 50 50 41 4 3 3 3 3 3 4.57 

. You are missing the street life 40 34 40 34 5 4 25 21 10 8 2,95 

. Would you recommend your 
friends to be brought to your school? 

35 29 38 32 10 8 23 19 14 12 3.24 

Your relationship with your teacher 

is cordial  

39 33 41 34 7 6 13 11 20 17 2.88 

. You like craft work  34 28 65 54 9 7 8 6 4 3 4.97 

The school is too strict for me 45 38 37 31 8 7 20 16 10 8 3.78 

Source: Survey, 2015. 

 

Score: Strongly Agree    = High (5) 

 Agree   = Above Average (4) 

 Neither Agree nor Disagree  = Average (3) 

 Disagree   = Below average (2) 

 Strongly Disagree  = Low (1) 

Mean score  = 3.0 + 1.5811 
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 High   = 4.5811 

                  Average   = 3.000 

 Low   = 1.4189 

The results in the Table 2 show that majority 70 (58%) of the Almajiris do not know their parents while 25% 

affirms that they would be able to identify their parents, hence a below average means core of 2.65. Conversely, 

an overwhelming majority, 100 (84%) know the name of their teachers. This was confirmed in the focus group 

discussion with some of the Almajiris, when asked the names of their class teacher they chorused their names. 

Only 20 (16%) could not promptly remember their teacher’s names. This could indicate cordiality between the 

teacher and the pupils. A majority, 72 (70%) of the Almajiri do not like the subject of Mathematics, while a 

minority, about 37 (30%) liked the subject. The mean score of 2.8 is below average, indicating their 

overwhelming displeasure for Mathematics.On the other hand, an overwhelming majority, 87 (83%) of the 

Almajiris preferred the art subjects. Most of them said Mathematics was too difficult to grasp during the focus 

group discussions with some of the Almajiris, hence the mean score (2.68), is also below average. On the issue 

of their being well cared for, the Almajiris overwhelmingly 110 (91%) affirmed that the Federal Government 

was taking very good care of them, only a very few minority 10 (6%) disagreed on this view. The Almajiri 

revealed that they were aware that the Federal Government owned the schools, as a result their feeding, 

accommodation, uniforms are of high standards. Giving the opportunity to return to the streets, a majority 80 

(68%) would prefer going back, while only 40 (32%) would prefer staying back to complete their schooling.  

In the focus group discussions, the Almajiris were of the opinion that out there on the streets, they had their 

freedom to do as occasion pleases them but has now been curtailed. For example they do not have to wash any 

plates or clothes by coercion. Thus, confirming the general observation that they are usually dirty and tattered. 

They see their new schools as subjecting them to regimented lifestyle. In contrary to what they said above, 

majority 73 (61%) of the Almajiris would recommend their schools to some friends still out there on the streets, 

while 47 (39%) were of the view that they would not contemplate recommending their schools to friends on the 

streets. When asked during focus group discussions, the majority explained that their teachers told them that one 

day, they might become ministers, judges or pilots if they get serious and not return to the streets. 

Table 2 results further show that majority 80 (67%) of the Almajiris considered their relationship with their 

teachers (mallams) as cordial. However, 40 (33%) felt that their teachers were harsh and uncompromising. It has 

a mean score of 2.88. Focus group discussion affirmed that these 40 (33%) were the unruly Almajiris and were 

equally the slow learners. They were often sleeping when they are not disturbing the class section. An 

overwhelming majority 99 (82%) of the Almajiris like craftwork and only 17% disagreed on this issue. The 

focus group discussions revealed that most of the Almajiris’ results in crafts, arts were far better than 

Mathematics and Sciences. 

Finally, the results in Table 1 again had majority 82 (69%) of the Almajiris saying that the school system seems 

too strict for them compared to where they were coming from. However, 24% of them disagreed. These 24% 

who disagreed coincided with those who are studious and have fully acclimatized with the school system. Focus 

group discussions threw more light on this issue. The children were heard saying the time allocated for them to 

play was rather too inadequate. They felt that their teacher should allow them to acclimatize gradually 

considering that they have been out for many years. 

Table 3: Distribution of teachers respondents according to their level of agreement on different variables 
 

VARIABLES 

Strongly Agree Agree Undecided Disagreed Strongly Disagreed Mean 

F % F % F % F % F %  

. Special almajiri schools is a 

right step in a right direction 
for the children 

5 4 10 8 8 7 45 38 52 43 2.23 

. The almajiri are coping with 

the new life of schooling 

23 19 34 28 22 18 24 20 17 14 2.79 

. The almajiri are quite 
amenable to rules and 

regulations 

5 4 4 3  12 10 60 50 34 28 3.21 

You have challenges teaching 

almajiri 

45 38 56 47 10 8 4 3 45 38 2.97 

You were specially trained to 

handle the almajiri 

6 5 5 4 11 9 54 45 45 38 2.85 

The almajiri are fairly okay in 
all subjects 

6 5 10 8 6 5 59 49 45 38 2.34 

The almajiri are more science 

inclined 

5 4 2 2 4 3 29 24 80 67 2.56 

The almajiri are arts  and 
crafts inclined 

38 32 66 55 4 3 6 5 6 5 4.23 

. The children are well cared 

for 

54 45 45 38 10 8 6 5 5 4 3.45 

They have motivation to 
succeed. 

43 36 39 33 18 15 12 10 8 7 4.18 

Source: Survey, 2015. 
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Score: Strongly Agree    = High (5) 

 Agree   = Above Average (4) 

 Neither Agree nor Disagree  = Average (3) 

 Disagree   = Below average (2) 

 Strongly Disagree  = Low (1) 

Mean score  = 3.0 + 1.5811 

 High   = 4.5811 

 Average   = 3.000 

 Low   = 1.4189 

Table 3 results reveal the views of the 60 selected teachers of the Almajiris. The results in Table 3 reveal that an 

overwhelming 97 (88%) of the Almajiri teachers were of the opinion that the special Almajiri schools are not 

ideal for these Almajiris, while only 23 (12%) agreed that the special school is good for the Almajiris. The mean 

score is 2.23, which is below average. During the focus group discussions with a handful of teachers, they 

corroborated the above claim that the children are finding it difficult to cope with many subjects especially 

Sciences. They suggested converting the schools to Government Trade Centres where the Almajiris would be 

taught vocations that make their own business owners or entrepreneurs. 

In line with the above, another overwhelming majority 101 (85%) of the Almajiri teachers affirmed that they are 

having great difficulties teaching these Almajiris, with only about 19 (15%) disagreed. The teachers re-affirmed 

during focus group discussions that the Almajiris were either sleeping, playing with peers or their mind straying 

from the classroom. The mean score of 2.97 was observed to be below average. An   overwhelming majority 99 

(83%) of the Almajiri teachers were of the opinion that they were not given any special training  to handle these 

children who were previously very used to  street life.  

Based on the above, majority 101 (85%) of the Almajiri teachers had challenges teaching these Almajiris, while 

an insignificant minority 11 (9%) disagreed. Closely related to this was the issue of these streetwise children 

adapting to new rules and regulation quite different from what obtained in the street. The respondent as 

observed from Table 1 shows that an overwhelming majority 94 (78%) of the teachers disagreed that the 

Almajiris were law abiding, while only about 26 (22%) agreed that they were law abiding. The focus group 

discussion of seven teachers shared their opinion that the children though can recite very well the Qur’anic 

verses; they are difficult to handle and slow to absorbing the teaching of the class. The mean score was 2.97, 

which is also below average. 

The results in Table 3 show that majority 109 (91%) of the teachers affirm that the Almajiris do not have interest 

in science-based subjects, while a minority 11 (6%) agreed to them having Science inclination. This confirms 

what the children said in their responses to similar questions. The mean score of 2.56 was low. Conversely, an 

overwhelming majority 104 (87%) of the Almajiri teachers assuredly said the Almajiri children were favourably 

disposed to Arts and Crafts subjects. During focus group discussions, the teachers reasoned that the Almajiris 

would be better off if taught trades or vocational studies that would enable them become owners of their own 

businesses. The teachers added that they pay more attention when drawing, painting and welding things 

together. Hence, they are advocating an entrepreneurship and informal training for these children. The mean 

score of 4.23 was the highest showing the support the teachers have for the training these children in the 

entrepreneurship training. 

The majority 99 (83%) of the teachers in Table 3 were of the opinion that the Almajiris were well cared for, 

while only a minority 21 (17%) disagreed. The Almajiris were observed from the result not to be happy being in 

these schools. They were also observed to be doing better in Arts and Crafts than in Science-based subjects. 

They put more attention to learning crafts and trade. This is instructive in that they are most likely to do better in 

entrepreneurial activities if they are put through apprenticeship. It was further observed that most of them were 

already grown up to about 15 and 18 years before being picked up from the street. This makes teaching them the 

elementary English and Mathematics very difficult. The teachers were quite unambiguous on the way forward 

for these street children and that is turning these specialized schools to trade and craft centres, and furnish them 

with tools to enhance learning. As it were, little or no result would likely be produced from the formal education 

these children are being subjected to. On the issue of adequate facilities for children, the teachers said that the 

children were not lacking in anything ranging from water, toilets, good food and clothing. The classrooms are 

also well-built with modern furniture. The schools are gated to prevent children straying out of the school 

premises.  

On the issue of motivation, majority (69%) of the teachers informed that the Almajiris were well-motivated. The 

teachers also affirm that they often psyche the children by telling them that if they face their studies, they could 

be ‘big’ men in the society. The mean score recorded was high, reflecting that this issue was rated highly by the 

teachers. 

V. Summary and Conclusion 

The results in the various tables show that though the intentions of the Federal Government of Nigeria to move 

the Almajiris from the streets was very commendable, it is not going to be beneficial to the children in the 

longrun. The assimilation rate of these children remains low and their interest was observed to be more on the 
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arts and crafts which is purely practical. They were observed to be able to memorize lessons taught them, but do 

not translate to their understanding the lessons. The Almajiri system of education, which was originally designed 

to inculcate Islamic culture in children at early age, was meant to complement the formal education system but 

to no avail. The children have tasted street life and adapting to a classroom is difficult, hence they felt their 

teachers were high handed. The period of debriefing the children would be dependent on how long they have 

been on the streets and how old they are, since it is usually a big task to teach ‘old dogs new tricks’. 

This study therefore, agrees with the teachers’ views that all the Almajiri schools should be converted to school 

of vocational studies, where there will be more of practical work than the theory. The Almajiris are bound to 

excel well in crafts and other vocation, since their instructors are likely to speak their dialects. The dialectical 

explanation would surely interest the children and would bring out their best. The antecedent of these Almajiris 

is a pointer that they may face challenges learning at the age they are presently which is between 10 to 18 years. 

Most of these Almajiris have challenges of studying the elementary English and Mathematics which are 

considered as core subjects.  

VI. Recommendations 
The paper therefore, also recommend the employment of artisans such as experience, welders, plumbers, 

carpenters, cane-weavers, electricians and house decoration, to mention a few, to train these children. This will 

go a long way in solving the middle-level manpower of Nigeria that has long been phased out. So, the sure way 

for a panacea to Almajiri street children is through entrepreneurship training and vocational studios, and using 

local but experienced artisans. It should be 75% practical and 25% theory if the scheme being proposed would 

achieve. 
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