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I. Introduction 

The history of university education in Nigeria started in 1948. That year, the University College, Ibadan was 

established as an affiliate of the University of London. Some have, however, argued that the University of 

Nigeria, Nsukka which was established in 1960 is the first indigenous university in Nigeria (Okafor, 1971, 

Akindoyeni, 1992). As at 1970, Nigeria had a total of six universities. By 1975, the number increased to thirteen 

( Babalola, et al, 2007). The number rose to one hundred and four in 2010 (Okojie, et al, 2010). As at December, 

2015, Nigeria had a total of  one hundred and forty one universities categorized based on proprietorship thus: 

federal universities (40), state universities (40) and private universities (61) ( Monday Bulletin, 2016,National 

Universities Commission). 

 

Recent studies on town and gown relationship suggest that universities and their host communities still 

experience difficulties while relating to each other (Onwunari, 2010, Omeire, 2010). It thus appear that there is 

an ever growing expectation by indigenes of host communities that these universities are not doing enough for 

them. Sometimes, the tension generated by unmet expectations snowball into crises with severe consequences. 

In the light of the rising expectation from the host communities on the corporate social responsibilities of 

Nigerian federal universities towards them and the tension arising there from, it becomes necessary to undertake 

an empirical  study on the perception of  the indigenes of  communities hosting federal universities on the 

impact of such institutions on the academic progress of their children. 

 

It appears that at inception host communities welcome the establishment of federal universities in their locality 

based on anticipated benefits that they will derive from such location. On their part, federal universities at 

inception cherish the benefits derived from the host communities who are their landlords. With the passage of 

time, the communities may begin to perceive federal universities as not doing enough to meet their beneficial 

aspirations. While the university authorities may start regarding host community leaders as ‘Oliver Twists’ who 

are  always demanding one favour or the other and never satisfied. The gap between both parties’ anticipated 

benefits and the reality on ground may explain the ambivalent and sometimes frosty relationship between town 

and gown. Omeire (2010), has put forward a useful framework on how institutional managers and community 

leaders can adroitly navigate and maintain a harmonious balance in the delicate town and gown interface. 

 

Abstract: The study empirically examined the perception of indigenes of communities where federal 

universities are sited on the impact of such institutions on the academic progress of their children. The 

objective of the study was to investigate whether or not the location of Nigerian federal universities 

enhanced the academic attainment of indigenes of their host communities. Host communities of the Federal 

University of Technology, Owerri and the University of Jos were used as case study. With a  sample  size of 

277 respondents selected through simple random method across six host communities from the two federal 

universities, the study utilized descriptive and inferential statistics in the analysis of the data collected. 

Questionnaire was used for collection of the necessary data. The survey research design was adopted. The 

result of the study indicated that the indigenes of the host communities affirmed that the location of federal 

universities on their land impacted positively on the academic  progress of their children. This outcome, 

therefore, suggests that despite the cat and dog nature of the relationship of host communities and 

universities, indigenes of these communities still regard such institutions as beneficial to them. Based on this 

result, it was recommended that the Federal Government should ensure that new federal universities are 

strategically and equitably located in order to spread the concomitant benefits in an egalitarian manner. 
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II. Methodology 

The study adopted the survey method. This design was chosen because the population studied was large. The 

survey research design facilitated the collection of data from a large population as well as collection of 

information relating to the variables in the study objective. 

The study was conducted in host communities of  two federal universities in Nigeria. One of the institutions is a 

conventional university located in North Central Nigeria (University of Jos) while the other is a a specialized 

university  situated in South Eastern Nigeria (Federal University of Technology, Owerri). The two federal 

universities were chosen because they represent the broad geopolitical division of the country (north and south) 

and the structural categorization of federal universities in Nigeria (conventional and specialized). 

Three host communities were selected from each of the two universities. A total of three hundred questionnaires 

were distributed, one hundred and fifty for each university’s  host  communities. The host communities selected 

from the Federal University of Technology, Owerri were Ihiagwa, Eziobodo and Obinze. Those selected from 

the University of Jos were Naraguta, Angwa Rukuba and Angwa Rogo. Two hundred and seventy seven 

questionnaires were returned. The two hundred and seventy seven participants were selected using the simple 

random sampling technique. One hundred and forty six of the respondents were from host communities in the 

Federal University of Technology, Owerri while one hundred and thirty one were from the University of Jos. 

Data were collected using a four-point  Likert  type measuring scale which required respondents to tick based on 

the degree of their agreement or disagreement. Both descriptive and inferential statistics were used in the 

analysis of the data collected. 

 

III. Results and Discussions 

The socio- demographic profile of respondents is as shown below. 

Table 1: Respondents’ Gender Distribution 
 Federal university of technology  University of Jos 

Gender Frequency  % Frequency  % 

Male 96 65.8 91 69.5 

Female 50 34.2 40 30.5 

Total 146 100 131 100 

Source, Field Survey,2015 

 

As shown in table 1 above, there were more male respondents than females  

Table 2: Respondents’ Age Distribution 
Age of Respondents Frequency % Frequency % 

18-30 53 36.3 62 47.3 

31-43 50 34.2 44 33.6 

44-56 32 22.0 14 10.7 

57-69 8 5.4 3 2.3 

70-81 3 2.1 8 6.1 

 Source: Field Survey, 2015. 

 

As shown in table 2, most of the respondents were between the ages of 18 and 56. They were all mature 

members of the host communities who were old enough to appreciate the subject of  the study and respond as 

appropriate. 

Table 3 Respondents’ Occupational Distribution 
 Federal University of Technology 

 Owerri 
University of Jos 

 

Occupation 

             Frequency  

% 

 

Frequency 

 

% 

Public Servant 52 35.6 11 8.4 

Farmer 26 17.8 48 36.6 

Business/Trading 34 23.3 30 22.9 

Artisans 15 10.3 31 23.7 

Unemployed 19 13.0 11 8.4 

 146 100 131 100 

Source: Field Survey, 2015. 

 

The occupational distribution of respondents were as shown above. Like most communities in Nigeria, 

university host communities also experience the scourge of unemployment as can be seen from the table. 

 



Omeire et al., American International Journal of Research in Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences,  14(1), March-May, 2016, pp. 26-29 

AIJRHASS 16-116; © 2016, AIJRHASS All Rights Reserved                                                                                                               Page 28 

Table 4: Respondents’ Educational Leveled 
 Federal University of Technology University of Jos 

Educational Level Frequency % Frequency % 

Teritary 65 44.5 30 23.0 

Secondary 54 37.0 68 51.8 

Primary 27 18.5 33 25.2 

Total 146 100 131 100 

Source: Field Survey, 2015. 

As shown in table 4, the respondents were literate with the majority having at least secondary school education. 

Based on their literacy level, the respondents were able to read and comprehend the questionnaire and respond 

as they deemed fit. The table also indicates that the level of literacy in Federal University of Technology host 

communities is higher than their University of Jos counterparts. 

 

Table 5: Respondents’ Opinion on Impact of Federal Universities on the Enrolment of Indigenous Children into 

Primary and Secondary Schools 
 Federal University of Technology Owerri Owerri University of Jos 

Response  % Frequency % 

Strongly  Agree 45 30.8 33 25.1 

Agree 40 27.4 39 29.8 

Disagree 32 21.9 31 23.7 

Strongly disagree 29 19.9 28 21.4 

Total 146 100 131 100 

Source: Field Survey, 2015 

Table 5 above highlights the extent of agreement or disagreement of indigenes of host communities on whether 

the location of the Federal University of Technology, Owerri ( FUTO) and the University of Jos ( UNIJOS) on 

their land impacted on enrolment of their children into primary and secondary schools. About 58.2% of the 

respondents from FUTO host communities affirmed that the location of the university on their land impacted 

positively on the enrolment of their children into primary and secondary schools. On the other hand, about 

41.8% of respondents from the host communities indicated that the existence of FUTO did not impact on the 

enrolment of their children into primary and secondary schools. With respect to UNIJOS, about 54.9% of the 

respondents indicated that the location of the university on their land influenced the enrolment of their children 

into primary and secondary schools. Conversely, about 45.9% maintained that the location of UNIJOS on their 

land did not affect the enrolment of children into primary and secondary schools. 

Table 6: Respondents Opinion on the Admission of Indigenes of Host Communities into Degree Programmes by 

Federal Universities 
 Federal University of Technology University of Jos 

Response Frequency % Frequency % 

Strongly agree 38 26.0 26 19.8 

Agree 43 29.5 47 35.9 

 Disagree 35 24.0 26 19.8 

Strongly Disagree 30 20.5 32 24.4 

Total 146 100 131 100 

Source: Field Survey, 2015 

As can be seen from table 6, about 55.5% of the respondents from FUTO host communities attested that the 

university admits indigenes of host communities into its degree programmes while about 44.5% did not agree. 

Similarly, about, 55.7% of the respondents from the host communities of UNIJOS asserted that the university 

admits their indigenes into its degree programmes while about 44.2 % expressed contrary opinion. 

The outcome of this study has revealed  that the host communities adjudged the establishment of the Federal 

University of Technology, Owerri and the University of Jos as having impacted positively on the academic 

progress of their children. As affirmed by majority of the respondents, this academic orientation was reflected in 

the various avenues that these institutions provided for parents in the host communities to enroll their children in 

primary and secondary schools. Some of these children  may have attended university primary and secondary 

schools and were, therefore, stimulated to becoming undergraduates. For some parents in host communities the 

motivation to educate their children may come from beholding the aesthetics of the university campus, the 

finesse and carriage of university dons and administrators, the elegance of many undergraduates and the 

dignifying aura of university ceremonies such as matriculations, convocations and public lectures.  

Majority of the respondents also confirmed that the host communities have benefitted in terms of admitting their 

indigenes into degree programmes in federal universities located on their land. This is very significant, 

considering the role of education as a veritable vehicle for upward  social mobility. This singular impact can 
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positively transform families and communities. In Nigeria, evidence abound where children from indigent 

backgrounds have excelled academically and risen to occupy positions of honour in society. 

 

IV. Conclusion and recommendation 

The study empirically investigated the perception of indigenes of host communities on the impact of federal 

universities on the academic progress of indigenous children. The Federal University  of Technology, Owerri  

and the University of Jos were used as case study. The outcome was quite contrary to the expectation that the 

host communities may regard the universities in their domain as not serving their interest, given the tension that 

usually characterize the relationship between the two. The result of the study indicated that majority of the 

respondents affirmed that the federal universities situated on their land have influenced positively on the 

academic progress of their children. 

Based on this finding, it is recommended that the Federal Government, through the regulatory and licensing 

agency, the National Universities Commission (NUC), should ensure that new federal universities are 

strategically and equitably located in order to obtain maximal impact. A situation whereby a single state (Ogun 

State) has more than ten universities while some others have less than two does not serve egalitarian, 

educational and developmental purposes. 
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