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I. Introduction 

Communication assumes the foremost position in human life as it plays a very crucial role in all walks of life of 

an individual. Among its various types—verbal and non-verbal, formal and non-formal, personal and official or 

social—it is the verbal form of communication that assumes central position on account of its feature like 

clarity, simplicity, receptivity, rapidity, and in this regard language assumes the key position. Written or spoken, 

both forms of language work wonders for establishing all types of ties among human beings, and as language 

impacts every aspect of mankind, its acquisition, with competency, has remained one of the most essential motto 

of humanity since time immemorial. That’s why, the language learning is found as an integral part of the 

curriculum in formal as well as non-formal systems of education, the second being for privileged classes in the 

past, and presently for subalterns or deprived class. The command over language has always been considered as 

a jewel in one’s crown so far as the excellence of man is considered. The different techniques and methods have 

been recommended at various points of time in the past so far as learning and teaching of language is concerned 

and such methods were introduced in the class-rooms, further reviewed and analysed, dispensed with or 

continued. But alongwith all these developments, literature has always remained in sync with language, and 

these two—language and literature—finding place in the curriculum at school as well as college level, have 

always worked in unison, reciprocated and supplemented each other in their respective realms.  This makes the 

learner of language being exposed to both the aspects- the study of words, phrases, and sentence structures as 

well as the semantics with connotative and denotative associations of syntax used in literary texts. 

 

II. Discussion 

Learning language through literature has always remained a debatable and polarizing topic; some regard 

literature as a helping tool in learning the intricacies of language while some denounce it, calling it a barrier, 

because in the presence of literature, the purpose of learning language gets lost somewhere. And these 

contrasting lines, despite appearing opposed to each other, get blurred and they meet somewhere, amalgamating 

different techniques in learning language where the stand toward literature gets softened, and the presence of 

literature in classroom is hailed both by the teachers as well as learners. The students of language get ample 

opportunities in learning and getting mastery over language when they are exposed to new structures in the 

literary text during their discussions regarding the textual questions. Emphasizing on the importance of literature 

in learning a language, Joshua Cruz says: “The study of literature allows people to develop new ideas and 

ethical standpoints, and can help individuals to present themselves as educated members of society. Studying 

literature can be enriching, eye-opening experience.” (eHow.com) Alongwith the aesthetic pleasure enjoyed 

while reading the poetry of Keats and Shelley, the learner gets influenced by the sublime display of word-play 

where the words convey implications beyond their literal meanings and take one to a world beyond, as is the 
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case in Ode on a Grecian Urn: “Heard melodies are sweet, but those unheard are sweeter.” (Keats) Similarly, 

Shelley’s Ode to a Skylark presents a fine blend of philosophical musings and linguistic compression: 

We look before and after,  

And pine for what is not:  

Our sincerest laughter  

With some pain is fraught;  

Our sweetest songs are those that tell of saddest thought. (Shelley) 

Literature and language are closely inert-related, and no one can be studied in isolation. These two stand 

complementary to each-other and have a give-and-take relationship. 

The question whether literature plays an important part in learning language is not a new one; rather it has been 

at the centre stage of numerous discussions and debates, with varied perspectives in this regard, but yet to arrive 

at the stage of finality whether literature helps or hampers the study of language. But in learning a language, 

particularly English, the pieces of literature have always been a part of the syllabus, thus paving the way for 

language via literature. While the study of language comprises words, phrases, structures, rules of grammar, 

literature with its various genres like poetry, prose, drama is concerned with aesthetic pleasure with a message. 

Since language serves an essential purpose of communication between man and man, its learning is a skill 

which requires strict follow-up of the rules of grammar, constant practice of various structures, leading to 

gradual command over those very structures. As it happens with every skill, the harder one tries to learn any 

skill and gets oneself exposed to, the more adept one becomes in that skill. While language is concerned with 

how, literature responds to what, and in this case they become inter-twined and complementary to each other. 

The teachers of language even admit the role of literature in learning language. They argue that even those 

students who become disinclined towards dull and pedantic language exercises and activities feel energized and 

positively inclined when they are offered literary texts and become active participant in the learning process. 

The study of language can be discussed at two levels—syntactic and semantic. The former only deals with its 

usage, its acceptability or unacceptability as per the rules of the grammar, but the latter one deals with the 

message or the meaning that words, phrases or the sentences carry. As it is the beauty of English language, the 

words convey their meanings only in contexts, and not in isolation, the importance of semantics becomes 

equally relevant. And this multi-interpretation characteristic takes one away from the literal meaning of the 

words or the texts and ushers into a new world where everything assumes new identity when used figuratively 

or metaphorically. The use of figures of speech, metaphors, similes, wit, pun, satire and sarcasm, irony, 

ambiguity—all these create entirely different world from what their literal meanings suggest. And as a language 

will always be used in a context, this contextual interpretation or the use of language enriches the learner or user 

in this arena. That’s why, while going through any literary piece—poetic or prose or dramatic—one gets 

acquainted with different styles or registers of a language. Sobha Day’s jerky style puts her in different category 

from simple prose of Khushwant Singh, while Chetan Bhagat’s prose differs from that of Nirad C. Chaudhary. 

But all these contribute enormously in their respective ways in learning or acquiring language.  How important a 

role literature can play in study of language becomes evident from the advice of a critic: “Read the best 

authgors, listen to the best speakers, and a little exercise of your own.”(Jonson) Further, it is literature which 

opens up the gates of the study of different registers of a language. The diction of a writer differs from that of a 

lawyer or a doctor in his professional use of language. Vikram Seth’s The Golden Gate steers the readers into a 

unique world where one can witness the artistry of words or the art of versifying, and that also in a novel.  

T S Eliot’s The Waste Land and Wordsworth’s Daffodils are not polls apart in themes only; the use of literary 

devices and abundance of myths in The Waste Land and the choice of simple words and phrases in Daffodils 

offer two different linguistic tastes, and ask for different levels of concentration in interpreting these two poems. 

It is only Wordsworth’s preference for the ‘real language of the common people’ in his poetry that puts him in 

real contrast with the language used by Eliot in his poems like The Waste Land or Love Song of Prufrock. While 

former’s diction smacks of rusticism and simplicity, Eliot’s becomes complex, replete with myths and fables, 

representing the modern day barrenness and sterility in human life. Similarly, Browning’s dramatic monologue 

My Last Duchess is a fine example of how the unsaid is revealed chillingly: 

Oh sir, she smiled, no doubt 

Whenever I passed her, but who passed without  

Much the same smile? This grew; I gave commands; 

Then all smiles stopped together. There she stands 

As if alive. (Browning) 

Such stanzas allow the reader to peep into hearts of the speaker and bring out the wickedness and covetousness 

of the Duke in the poem. But these lines also provide opportunity for linguistic exercises as well, because the 

responses of the target learners can be invited in numerous ways. The stanza gives ample scope for discussion 

with regard to the character of the Duke as well as his late Duchess. The selection of words and structures also 

reveals the authority enjoyed by the speaker in the monologue. A study of small poem with its unique structural 

patterns of lines and stanzas, inversion or repetition, run-on or caesura, with its literariness and associational 

implications can break the monotony in a grammar class and arouse the interest of the students, and also enthrall 
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them with its musical quality. The class of poetry, especially romantic poetry, remains the sought after even 

among the students of other disciplines. 

Through literature, one gets acquainted with the sublime thoughts of exalted minds, and this helps the reader of 

the language in enhancing his linguistic skills when the latter starts having a communion with the literary giants 

through their texts. A litterateur is regarded having divine powers, and this enables him to strike a chord with the 

humanity, as Plato argues: “Not by art does the poet sing, but by the power divine,” (Plato) and when literary 

texts are discussed in the class-room, the learner’s mind becomes exalted and receptive for fresh structures.  

Literature offers ample scope for enrichment of language through organization of various activities and 

processes “based on material capable of stimulating greater interest and involvement,” (Carter and Long, p.3) 

and becomes instrumental in realizing the linguistic objectives by providing a wide range of texts and genres, 

stylistics and registers. That’s why, the study of literature has been referred as “an ally of language.”(Brumfit, 

p.1) 

The syllabus in language classes at school and college levels comprises the study of usage of language as well as 

literary texts like poems, short stories, essays, plays, biographical sketches etc. Some of these texts are for 

detailed study while others for non-detailed. In the former, every word or phrase is analysed first in isolation and 

then as a whole. This process equips the learner not only in language building but also in growth of his mental 

faculties, leading to the broadening of his thoughts and perspective. The non-detailed study does not ask for 

what the New Critics call ‘lemon squeezing’; rather it requires for thematic analysis where the focus remains on 

the whole and not on parts. But in both the cases there are questions and exercises based on linguistic items, 

though they may differ in scale and degree as per the nature of the text. But the purpose of these literary texts is 

to ignite the probity as well as curiosity in the minds of the students of language and further to give them 

opportunities to muster certain structures. The essays of Charles Lamb and Francis Bacon enlighten the readers 

about their thoughts and worldly knowledge. The knowledge about the observation of three unities, digressions 

or loosely/closely knit structures/composition alongwith the registers of the language used are the pre-conditions 

for reading with comprehension and effective writing. Matthew Arnold’s ‘Touchstone Method’ for assessing a 

literary text in the light of passages from Homer or Chaucer is a testimony to the fact that the study of literature 

for learning a language is essential. The study of Homer makes one swim in an enchanted world where the 

loftiness of the language used animates the power of expression.  

The study of literary texts invites diversified, manifold approaches, leading to different interpretation of the text 

under study. This gives the readers an opportunity to understand the playful nature of language with all its 

complexities and uniqueness. The dissent is the most important factor in setting the tone for debates and 

discussions where functional use of language is at its best in a context. This exposure readies one for wit and 

presence of mind, finally making one eloquent in expression. Bacon’s   essay “Of Great Places” can be a great 

source of animated discussion; the linguistic competencies can be improved, the examples from daily life can be 

cited and this develops the language of the user intentionally or unintentionally. Such texts are an integral part of 

the communicative and functional language and, as Grellet remarks, they help in “understanding the 

communicative value of sentences and utterances.” (Grellet, p.4). 

 

III. Conclusion 

Literature gives numerous opportunities for learning and then strengthening the target language. Many situations 

can be created in the class-room based on the prescribed text and the responses can be invited from the students, 

making the process a participatory one where structures and aesthetic sense both find space for development. 

Literature comes to the rescue of language when the needs for learning the varied nuances of a language are 

required. Satire, irony, metaphors and similes asks for in-depth study of language and literature offers world in 

this regard. Literature enables one to know about the cultural characteristics of a society or a nation, and thus 

allows man to enlighten himself about the cultural implications and interpretations of a society. It is through 

Steele and Addison that the readers are able to have a glimpse of the early eighteenth century coffee-house 

culture and the people of that time in England. 

As literature works as a catalyst for even a disinterested learner of a language and orients him to read or listen to 

the literary texts, it not only enlivens the learners’ senses but also helps in enrichment of their linguistic 

competencies. While reading or listening to a text where literary devices abound, the learner’s mind becomes 

receptive to new sensations arising out of his imaginative flight to a new world,  and the linguistic patterns 

become entrenched in his human consciousness. Favouring a communion between literature and language, R. 

Carter says: “It is my contention that some of the language activities and work with models on the literariness of 

texts can aid such development, and that responses can best develop with increased response to and confidence 

in working with a language using a variety of integrated activities, with language-based hypotheses in classes 

where investigative, student-centred learning is the norm.” (p. 117) Like many other arts, literature, Aristotle 

holds, is also regarded having a cathartic effect, and this further makes the study of literary texts in the class-

rooms indispensable, keeping in mind the present day stressful life of the young students. 
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