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I. Introduction 

Education was central to Nehru’s vision of a modern, secular, democratic and prosperous nation-state. The 1950 

Indian Constitution established basic education up to the age of 14 as a key focus for nation-building. Education 

was perceived as being able to provide the human capital required for the developmental project, and to 

consolidate the position of a ruling class that emerged in the colonial era [1]. 
    

A. Rights of a Child 

Over the years, the concept of childhood has appeared to evolve and change shape as lifestyles change and adult 

expectations alter that has been ratified by 192 of the 194 member countries,   (UNRC 1989), where the child 

has been defined as. The UNRC, is the first legally binding international instrument to incorporate the full range 

of human rights—civil, cultural, economic, political and social rights. It was at this convention that world 

leaders decided to ensure that the world recognized that children have human rights too. Every right spelled out 

in the Convention is inherent to the human dignity and harmonious development of every child. Protection of 

child’s rights as laid down in the convention is pursued world over setting standards in health care; education; 

and legal, civil and social services.  

 

B. Inclusive Education 
The key purpose of education is to ensure that all students gain access to knowledge, skills, and information that 

will prepare them to contribute to the world’s communities and workplaces.  This becomes more challenging as 

schools accommodate students with increasingly diverse backgrounds and abilities.  As we strive to meet these 

challenges, the involvement and cooperation of educators, parents, and community leaders is vital for the 

creation of better and more inclusive schools. Inclusion is what comes naturally to an inclusive society.   

Though, inclusive education seeks to maximize the potential of all students, irrespective of any differences, in 

reality, inclusive schools face the toughest challenge when it comes to changing attitudes that would promote 

the movement, skills to support its efficiency and the language to advocate for it. While the government and 

perhaps universities induce changes at macro or policy levels, it is schools and other bodies like NGOs made 
up of individuals at the grass root levels that are instrumental in putting the policy into practice.  

 

C.  Protection of Child’s Rights and the Marginalized Child 

The diametrically opposite concept to inclusion is exclusion, and social exclusion is a concept used in many 

parts of the world to label forms of social disadvantage. Marginalization refers to be process of those socially 

excluded communities/ groups who are placed on the fringe of society, and is connected to a person's social 
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class, educational status and living standards. Some children considered marginalized are; homeless children 

(pavement dwellers, displaced/evicted, refugees etc.), migrant children, street and runaway children, orphaned 

or abandoned children, working children, child beggars, children of prostitutes, trafficked children, children in 

jails/prisons, children affected by conflict, children affected by natural disasters, children affected by 

HIV/AIDS, children suffering from terminal diseases, disabled children, children belonging to the Scheduled 

Castes & Scheduled Tribes. While the charter of the rights of the child is to be applauded for its impact at policy 

level for the world, the laws and charters in many of the developing countries, stay as simply being instituted not 

yet implemented. According to the report by Council for World Mission (CWM, 2012), 250 million children 

were robbed of their freedom and childhood. The fate of children in almost all the Third World countries runs 

parallel to each other.  

 

D. The Marginalized Child and Education in India  
UNICEF’s (2009) estimate of 11 million street children in India is considered to be a conservative figure. The 

Indian Embassy has estimated that there are 314,700 street children in metros such as Mumbai, Kolkata, 

Chennai, Kanpur, Bangalore and Hyderabad and around 100,000 in Delhi alone. 12.6 million Children work in 

India. 65.9% of the street children live with their families on the streets. Out of these children, 51.84% sleep on 

the footpaths, 17.48% sleep in night shelters and 30.67% sleep in other places including under flyovers and 

bridges, railway platforms, bus stops, parks, market places (CWM 2012). The scenario worsens when one 

considers the exploitation of a group within an already marginalized group- the girl child.  Sexual assault on 

girls between the age of 4 and 7 is a common feature in India. Many little girls are denied education as they start 

working in the household and the fields in the rural areas at the age of four. Stratified into manifold layers based 

on class, caste, gender, and religion, the Indian social system, has widely evident disparities in education access 

and attainment between different social and economic groups. The urban Indian education scenario is known for 

its inequitable character; high fee charging schools catering to the rich and privileged and ordinary government  

schools  with  extremely  insufficient facilities catering to  the  masses  of  children living on the streets and in 

slums. Street children, often forgotten by official authorities, become the primary victims of exclusion [2]. 

According to census 2011, population of India is 1,21,01,93,422. Rural population is 833087662 and urban is 

377105760[3]. The seventh survey has identified 10, 30,996 recognized primary, upper primary, secondary and 

higher secondary schools in the country. These schools are further segregated over rural and urban areas. The 

rural area has 8, 53,184 schools, whereas the urban area has 1, 77,812 schools. Of these, the % of primary, upper 

primary, secondary and higher secondary schools is 63.15, 23.79, 8.80 and 4.26 respectively. These recognized 

schools according to type are nearly 31,623, 40,034, and 9, 59,339 for boys, girls and co-education schools of 

which nearly 20,663, 24,061 and 8, 08,460 schools respectively are situated in rural area in the country [4]. 

 

E. Education System in India 
Education is not only an instrument of enhancing efficiency but is also an effective tool of widening and 

augmenting democratic participation and upgrading the overall quality of individual and societal life. According 

to the Indian Constitution, Education is a concurrent subject whereby powers are vested both in the Central and 

State Governments. The Constitution (86th Amendment) Act, 2002, enacted in December 2002 seeks to make 

free and compulsory education a Fundamental Right for all Children in the age group 6-14 years by inserting a 

new Article 21-A in Part III (‘Fundamental Right’) of the Constitution. The new Article 21-A reads as “21 A 

Right to Education”. By this article the State shall provide free and compulsory education to all children of the 

age of six to fourteen years in such manner as the State may, by law, determine”. The Right of Children to 

FREE and Compulsory Education Bill is the consequential legislation to the Constitutional 86th Amendment 

Act, 2002, which inserted Art 21 in the Constitution of India to make education for all children in the 6- 14 age 

group a Fundamental Right. The Bill is anchor in the belief that the values of equality, social justice and 

democracy and the creation of a just and humane society can be achieved only through provision of inclusive 

elementary education for all.  
II. Background 

 The present education system in India mainly comprises of primary education, middle education, secondary 

education, and senior secondary or higher secondary education. Elementary education consists of eight years of 

education. Each of secondary and senior secondary education consists of two years of education. Higher 

education in India starts after passing the higher secondary education or the 12th standard [5]. Depending on the 

stream, doing graduation in India can take three to five years. Post graduate courses are generally of two to three 

years of duration. After completing post graduation, scope for doing research in various educational institutes 

also remains open. India needs flexible education that will provide the foundation for learning, secondary and 

tertiary education and to develop required competencies as means of achieving lifelong learning. 
A. Major Government Initiatives in Education System 

There have been many policy initiatives to improve the education system in India particularly in the last two 

decades. Some of the major initiatives are: District Primary Education Programme (DPEP), Mid Day Meal 
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Scheme and Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA).21 DPEP was a centrally sponsored scheme launched in 1994. The 

main objective of this program was to universalize 

primary education (I–V) to get all children into school. Later, in 2001–2002, it was replaced by SSA which is 

aimed at achieving universalisation of elementary education (I–VIII) and is being implemented in partnership 

with state governments in all districts of the country. The focus areas of SSA are to increase access, enrollment 

and retention of all children and to reduce school dropouts. The stress of SSA is also on offering quality 

education to all children including life skills. The Government of India introduced the National Program of 

Nutritional Support to Primary Education (NP-NSPE) in 1995 with a view to improve primary schooling by 

increasing enrollment, retention and attendance and simultaneously improving nutritional levels among students. 

The Mid Day Meal Scheme is the world’s largest school feeding program and provides for free of cost lunch to 

school children on all working days in government and aided schools. Recently, India has joined the group of 

those countries where education is a fundamental right of every child. The Indian Parliament passed the ‘Right 

of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act’ or Right to Education Act (RTE) which came into effect on 

April 1, 2010. The RTE Act makes education a fundamental right of every child in age group 6–14 and specifies 

minimum norms in elementary schools [6]. 

 
B. The Indian education system is structured as follows: 

 Pre-school: Education at this level is not compulsory. The Montessori system is especially popular at 

the pre-school level 

 Private playschools: Catering for children between the ages of 18 months and three years. 

 Kindergarten: This is divided into lower kindergarten (for three- to four-year-olds) and upper 

kindergarten (for four- to five-year-olds)  

 Primary school: First to fifth standard/class/grade (for six- to ten-year-olds) 

 Middle school: 6th to eighth standard/class/grade (for 11- to 14-year-olds) 

 Secondary school: Ninth and tenth standard/class/grade (for 15- to 16-year-olds) 

 Higher secondary or pre-university: 11th and 12th standard/class/grade (for 16- to 17-year-olds). 

This is when students choose an academic area on which to focus.  

 Undergraduate: A BA is a three-year degree. Specialised courses such as medicine and engineering 

can be longer. 

 Postgraduate: A one-year/two year course. 
TYPES OF SCHOOLS IN INDIA 

 Public/government schools: Most schools in India are funded and run by the government. However, 

the public education system faces serious challenges including a lack of adequate infrastructure, 

insufficient funding, a shortage of staff and scarce facilities 

 Private schools: Since many government schools do not provide adequate education, Indian parents 

aspire to send their children to a private school. Some expats choose to send their children to private 

Indian schools 

 International schools: There are international schools in all major cities. They are attended by expat 

and Indian children 

 National open schools: Provide education up to the higher secondary level for children whose 

schooling has been interrupted and have been unable to complete formal education 

 Special-needs schools: Provide non-formal education and vocational training to children with 

disabilities[7] 
 

III. Problem description 

 It is found that in India most of the children are getting education up to class 9
th

 through Sarva Shiksha 

Abhiyan [8] and Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan  educational schemes started by Governments in 

rural and urban area [9]. It is observed that after 9
th

 class dropout percentage of student is higher due to 

following problems: 

 Lack of higher education facilities in rural areas. 

 Lack of financial support for higher studies.  

 Students feel even if they complete 12
th

 class certificate, there is no guarantee of employment. 

 They don’t have choices to select their education according to desires. 

Above mentioned problem attract students to discontinue their studies due to which unemployment increases & 

compel them to divert into wrong directions like involving themselves in antisocial activities which increases 

the unemployment and make our country economically poor. 

 
IV. Methodology 
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A. Universalize 12 years compulsory education as 8+4 yrs. education system in India 

Universalize and compulsory education system 8(Existing basic course)+4PE ( combination of existing courses 

of 9th   to 12th  standard and  professional courses like ITI, Polytechnic, Hotel management, Wine study, Music, 

Dance, Accountancy, Medical lab, Technology, Social service, Yoga, Games, Architecture, law, Audio, Health 

care, Fashion designing, Automobile, Travel & Tourism, Mass communication & Media, Event management, 

foreign language, Acting, Beautician etc.) under the various categories which will be adopted by student 

according to their interest. We have taken few categories in this paper.  

Fig 1 shows  the education system of our country,  in  the age of 17 i.e. class XII is the point from where youth 

get desirable directions or unable to continue their education due to lacking in financial support, family 

responsibility, and distance of colleges/university from rural areas. Proposed structure of the education will be 

benefited to those who are unable to continue their education after 12th class (basically those are in rural area 

and discontinue their study due to financial problem of family) and it will be also helpful to those who continues 

study after 12th class, mention in the conclusion paragraph. Fig 3 shows the further study after the 12th class. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: Indian education structure and proposed new education system. 

We can add the new Professional education syllabus that is 8+4 PE. In our country up to age of 14 educations 

is compulsory. In proposed system from 8
th

 class to 12
th

 class course will be combination of existing (base 

subjects) and the professional subjects. Professional education will be segregated in PE1, PE2, PE3 &PE4 
from 8

th
 to 12

th
 respectively and will be compulsory. This will be beneficial to rural as well as for urban students 

and students can choose the desirable line for their future, if student/s are unable to continue their study after 

12
th

 class. 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2: NOVEL Education Structure. 

The PE course can be categories as follows: 
In Professional education we can start to teach students after 8th class by compulsory Professional Education in 

the area of ITI, Polytechnic, Hotel management, Wine study, Music, Dance, Accountancy, Medical lab, 

Technology, Social service, Yoga, Games, Architecture, law, Audio, Health care, Fashion designing, Automobile, 

Primary 
School(class 1-5)

Middle 
School(class6-8)

Secondary 
school(class9-10)

Higher Secondary 
School(class11-12)

11-13y rs

14-15y rs

16-17y rs
Proposed new education 

system(8+ 4PE)

15-17yrs

6-10y rs
Level 1

Level 4

Level 3

Level 2

8yrs Basic course 

CAT-2(medical lab 
techn.,paramedical, 

nursing, health  care, 
nursing)

CAT- 1(ITI ,Polyt. 

Leather tech., etc.)

CAT-3 (hotel 

mgmt, 
Accountancy, 

event mgmt)

CAT-4(Sports, mental 

health ed., stress mgmt. 
Martial arts,yoga)

Technology Medical Management
Physical 

Education

CAT-n

UG

PG
EMPLOYMENT

RESEARCH

N  
fields

4YRS PE CATEGORIES



Chhaya Yadav et al., American International Journal of Research in Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences, 6(2), March-May, 2014, pp. 129-

133 

 

AIJRHASS 14-369; © 2014, AIJRHASS All Rights Reserved                                                                                                         Page 133 

Travel & Tourism, Mass communication & Media, Event management, foreign language, Acting, Beautician etc. 

In Figure-2, we have suggested different categories in which syllabus of different professional educational 

courses are included, students can adopt only one category (which is compulsory) as per their own desire.  

 Benefits of Different categories are as follows: 

 Job opportunity will be increased after 17 years which reduces poverty, unemployment and will discourage 

youth to be antisocial. 

 New educational structure will provide practical as well as theoretical background to higher education to 

those who are getting employment after UG, PG & Research area of different categories. 

 

V. Conclusion 

 In rural area, there are so many students discontinue their study after 8th class (compulsory education), This new 

course will encourage the students to continue their study after 8th class due to new course (included with PE 1, 

2, 3 & 4).After completion of 12th class at least they can get opportunity to do either job/business or to continue 

further higher education in future. Due to professional Education scope to do higher education and job 

opportunity will be increased which results that there will be less unemployed/antisocial persons in our country. 

This education pattern will be helpful to youths and children to achieve literacy as well as to get employment for 

their survival in rural as well as urban area. This dual goal will also reduce the crime and poverty in our society. 

People having age between18-30 can get job in different fields. Benefits are as follows:  

 New education structure will create a strong base to all those are going to continue UG/PG course. 

 Provide hands on practice by which even after achieving to higher position, a person could be self 

dependent. 

 Top level need not have to be completely dependent onto the junior assistant. 
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