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I. Introduction 

In recent times, it has become apparent to observers as well as practitioners of mass communication that human 

rights are more newsworthy than it was in the past few decades. The media have become interested not only in 

violations of human rights, but in the institutionalization of apparatus to promote and protect human rights in the 

society. 

The Federal Government of Nigeria, FGN, (2004, P. 12) in her country report states that “the Nigerian 

electronic and print media have continued persistently and relentlessly to carryout advocacy programme on 

issues dealing with the rights, welfare and protection of children through articulate and provocative publications 

that have influence behavioural change”. Notwithstanding, the level of ignorance and/or lack of awareness of 

most Nigeria populace still stand tall as a setback to the protection of human rights in the society. As such, the 

rights of vulnerable members of the society such as women, children and youth are often times trampled upon 

without restitution or regards to affected individuals in the society. 

According to Ajomo (1985) in Ojo (2006, p.17), in spite of the abundance literature, the term human rights does 

not lend itself to a precise definition. Beitz (2009) looked at human rights as inalienable fundamental rights to 

which a person is inherently entitled simply because she or he is a human being. They are conceived as 

universal (applicable everywhere) and egalitarian (the same for everyone). She maintains further that, these 

rights may exist as natural rights or as legal rights, in both national and international law.  

Based on the foregoing, Human rights can be defined as rights of individuals that are held absolute by all human 

beings unconditionally, unalterable and there are inalienably inherent in man (as far as they are not those oppose 

to the law of the land) and they constitute a body of unique virtues which are highly cherished and valued for the 

protection of individual person from untold embarrassment from either government or private, or the highly or 

lowly placed people in the society. 

According to Aduba (2009, p.1), fundamental human rights which are guaranteed in the Constitution are not 

privileges in the sense that they could be withdrawn at the whims and caprices of the government of the day. 

They are rights which the executive, the legislature and the judiciary are all enjoined to protect, and any 

violation is liable to be called to order. Where the violation has occasioned injury which could be compensated 

in financial terms, courts are duty bound to make orders of reparation in monetary terms. The author further 

maintains that: 

The hallmark of democracy in recent times is the extent to which these guaranteed rights and freedoms are 

protected. To mark the importance to which Nigerian State attached to these provisions in the constitution from 

independence to the present have all include very stringent procedure for its alteration. It is gratifying that there 

has never been a successful attempt to alter any of its provision during civilian regimes since their inclusion in 

our constitution (Aduba 2009, p.1). 

Abstract: This study appraised human rights campaigns in the mass media. The study centered on the 
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Thus, the Nigerian government in attempt to ensure that the rights of all Nigerian citizens are protected 

guaranteed in Chapter IV (33-46) of the 1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria that every 

Nigerian citizen is entitled to; 

 Right to life; 

 Right to dignity of human person; 

 Right to personal liberty; 

 Right to fair hearing; 

 Right to private and family life; 

 Right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; 

 Right to freedom of expression and the press; 

 Right to peaceful assembly and association; 

 Right to freedom of movement; 

 Right to freedom from discrimination ; 

 Right to acquire and own immovable property anywhere in Nigeria; 

 Compulsory acquisition of property; 

 Restriction on and derogation from fundamental rights; and 

 Special jurisdiction on High Court and Legal aid. 

Furthermore, to ensure that the public are aware of these fundamental human rights and other vital issues, the 

government empowers the media in Chapter II (22) to carry out its social responsibility function to the entire 

Nigerian society by upholding the responsibility and accountability of the government to the people. These 

media roles include educating, informing and enlightening all Nigerian on vital issues in the society.  

Despite this effort by the government and provision guaranteed in the 1999 constitution of the Federal Republic 

of Nigeria concerning human rights, it is not an exaggeration to say that millions of Nigerian Citizens are still 

ignorant of their fundamental human rights and need to be adequately informed. Thus, it has become an 

obligation of media practitioners to combine efforts to constantly educate and bring awareness on human rights 

issues to the door step of every Nigerian. This is very pertinent in that every individual needs to know when and 

where his or her rights are being infringed upon. It thus behoove on the mass media especially print (because of 

it permanent nature) to carry out adequate campaigns that will enlighten and educate individuals on fundamental 

human rights as to enable all Nigerians defend their rights.   

Collaborating, Sambe and Ikoni (2004, p. 127) maintained that, one of the functions of the press is the giving of 

information for the purpose of education, amusement or enlightenment. Supporting this view, Ganiyu (2004, p. 

207) affirmed that, it is in recognition of the important of the press that the constitution assigns it a role in the 

society. This therefore implies that the media owe members of the public enormous duties and obligation which 

should be performed to the highest level. 

II. Statement of the Problem 

It has been provided by various declarations and supported by the 1999 Nigerian constitution in chapter IV 

(Articles 33-46) that human beings are born with inherent fundamental human rights. Basically, the rights as 

contained in the UN Declaration and the Nigerian Constitution center on basic principles which enable humans 

to be free from inhuman treatment by fellow human beings. However, many Nigerians seem to be ignorant of 

these rights as they are not aware of what constitute fundamental human rights. In effect, they do not even know 

when they are treated unjustly by other human.  

Evidently, several claims especially by the Frontline Protection of Human Rights Defenders, FPHRD, (2010) 

affirms that Nigeria has bad historical track records for human rights protection and has survived dictatorial 

regimes and military junta since its independence in 1960. As a result most people have being subjected to 

unwarranted torture, suppression of freedom of association and expression, detention without trial, abuse of rule 

of law and due process, excessive lawlessness, extra judicial execution, expulsion from school and dismissal 

from work without  hearing, joblessness, unpaid salaries, pension and gratuity for years, corruption, violation of  

women rights, misappropriation of public resources, weak and insufficient oversight mechanism have grown to 

become the country’s scourge and worst enemy resulting in a legacy of unemployment and abject poverty for 

the majority of the country. 

Notwithstanding the niche carved for the media as watch dog of the society to report and bring to limelight 

societal ills, most members of the public tend to be ignorant of their fundamental human rights and could not 

seek restitution for infringement. Based on the foregoing, this study investigates the extent of print media 

coverage of human rights campaigns in Benue State with the view to determining the level of public awareness 

and behavioural change in the State.  

III. Objectives of the Study 

   This study sets out to achieve the following objectives: 

i. To find out public awareness level of human rights campaigns in the mass media.  
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ii. To find out public perception of mass media coverage of human rights issues in selected Local 

Government Areas of Benue State. 

iii. To find out whether mass media coverage of human rights campaigns induce positive behavioural 

change for rights protection in selected LGAs of Benue State. 

IV. Research Questions 

This study is guided by the following research questions: 

1. To what extent are members of the public aware of mass media human rights campaign in the state?  

2. What has being the public perception of mass media coverage of human rights issues in Benue State? 

3. To what extent has advocacy of mass media human rights campaign induce positive behavioural 

change for rights protection in Benue State? 

V. Research Hypotheses 

The following null hypotheses are drawn for testing in this study. 

HO1: There is no significant relationship between print media coverage of human rights issues and public 

awareness in Benue State. 

HO2: Print media campaigns on human rights have no significant influence on public behavioural change in 

Benue State. 

VI. Theoretical Framework 

This study is anchored on the agenda setting theory. The theory was propounded by Maxwell Mccombs and 

Donald Shaw in 1973. According to Folarin (1998, p. 68) the Agenda Setting theory was developed at the stage 

where media were no longer credited with “almighty” power rather it was recognized that the mass media 

worked with other variables to bring about change, either at the individual level, group or social level. Thus, 

agenda-setting implies that the mass media pre-determine the issues that are regarded as important at a given 

time in a given society. It does not ascribe to the media the power to determine what we actually think, but it 

does ascribe to them the power to determine what we are thinking about. Folarin (1998) provides the following 

elements involved in agenda-setting: 

1. The quantity or frequency of reporting; 

2.  Prominence given to reports – through headline display, pictures and layout on newspapers, 

magazines, films, graphics, or timing on radio and television; 

3. The degree of conflict generated in the reports; and 

4. Cumulative media – specific effect over time. 

Anaeto, Onabajo and Osifeso (2008, p. 91) assert that, the agenda-setting theory is good at explaining why 

people with similar media exposure place importance on the same issues. Although different people may feel 

differently about the issue at hand, most people feel the same issues are important thus its relevance to this 

study. 

VII. Review of Literature 

Ojo (2006, p.23) has observed that, prior to the inauguration of civilian administration in May 1999, Nigeria’s 

human rights records was nothing to write home about mainly because of the long years of military dictatorship. 

As a result, Nigeria's human rights record remains poor and government officials at all levels continue to 

commit serious abuses. 

The Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labour, BDHRL (2010) states that, human rights problems over 

the year includes the abridgement of citizens' right; politically motivated and extrajudicial killings by security 

forces, including summary executions; torture, rape, and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment of 

prisoners, detainees, and criminal suspects; harsh and life-threatening prison and detention center conditions; 

arbitrary arrest and detention; prolonged pretrial detention; denial of fair public trial; executive influence on the 

judiciary and judicial corruption; infringement on citizens' privacy rights; restrictions on freedom of speech, 

press, assembly, religion, and movement; official corruption and impunity; violence and discrimination against 

women; the killing of children suspected of witchcraft; female genital mutilation (FGM); child abuse and child 

sexual exploitation; societal violence; ethnic, regional, and religious discrimination and violence; vigilante 

killings; trafficking in persons for the purpose of prostitution and forced labor; discrimination against persons 

with disabilities; discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity; child labor; forced and bonded 

labor; and abductions by militant groups. 

In line with the above assertion, the United States Department of State, USDS, (2011) also asserts that, the most 

significant human rights problems in Nigeria are: extrajudicial killings and use of excessive force by security 

forces; impunity for abuses by security forces; arbitrary arrests; prolonged pretrial detention; judicial corruption 

and executive influence on the judiciary; rape, torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment of 

prisoners, detainees and suspects; harsh and life threatening prison and detention center conditions; human 

trafficking for the purpose of prostitution and forced labor; societal violence and vigilante killings; child labour, 

child abuse and child sexual exploitation; female genital mutilation (FGM); domestic violence; discrimination 

based on sex, ethnicity, region and religion; restrictions on freedom of assembly, movement, press, speech and 

religion; infringement of privacy rights; and the abridgement of the right of citizens to change the government. 
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Thus, these assertions imply that, human rights violation has been on the increase in Nigeria with little or no 

advocacy for the protection of individual rights over the years. It could also be as a result of the fact that most of 

people whose rights are abuse are not even aware of such infringement. Also, the law enforcement agents who 

are supposed to protect the masses are the one noted as instruments used for human rights violations. 

Collaborating, Amnesty International, (2011) revealed that in Nigeria, the police regularly commit human rights 

violations, including unlawful killings, torture and other ill-treatment, and enforced disappearances. The justice 

system is under-resourced and riddled with delays. Prisons are overcrowded; the majority of inmates are pre-

trial detainees, some held for many years. Hundreds of people remain on death row, many sentenced after unfair 

trials. Conflict in the Niger Delta threatens the safety and lives of residents. Human rights defenders and 

journalists face intimidation and harassment. Violence against women is widespread and the government fails to 

protect the rights of children. Forced evictions take place across the country. They further revealed that; 

Over two million people have been forcibly evicted from their homes since 2000, and hundreds of thousands 

more are at risk of eviction throughout the country. Most are already marginalized, and many live without 

access to clean water, sanitation, adequate health care or education. Evictions are carried out without genuine 

consultation, adequate notice and compensation, or alternative accommodation. Law enforcement officials 

sometimes use force while carrying out evictions, beating and injuring residents, including children.  

All these assertions made in this discourse point to the direction that, a lot of injustice are being carried out in 

the society with regard to the infringement of human rights in Nigeria. Therefore, since Nigeria sanctions human 

rights and also adopts the Universal Declaration on Human Rights, Nigerian government needs to protect and 

respect the rights of individuals at all levels, and one way to raise agitation could be through setting good 

agenda in the media and by leading the crusade for public enlightenment. Thus, the mass media need to lead in 

the campaign of raising awareness and educating the masses on fundamental human rights guaranteed by the 

law. 

VIII. Material and Method 

The study was conducted in three Local Government Areas (LGAs) of Benue State, Nigeria. Selected LGAs 

include Katsina-Ala (in Zone A), Makurdi (in Zone B) and Otukpo (in Zone C) representing the three senatorial 

districts in the State. The survey research design was used for the study which examined public awareness of 

human rights campaigns through the mass media in Benue State. Accordingly, the Human Rights Awareness 

Questionnaire (HRAQ) was used as instrument for data collection. Using the Taro Yamane formula, a sample 

size of 400 respondents was drawn for the study.  However, the analysis is done based on the 384 copies of the 

HRAQ returned. 

Result and Discussion 

The respondents were asked whether they are aware of mass media human rights campaign in the state. The data 

in this regard is presented as follows: 

Table 1: Respondents’ Awareness of Mass Media Human Rights Campaigns 
Response Kastina-Ala Makurdi Otukpo Total Percentage 

Yes   128 128 128 384 100% 

No   

Total  

- 

128 

- 

128 

- 

128 

- 

384 

- 

100% 

Source: Field Data, 2013 

 Table 1 sought whether the respondents are aware of mass media campaigns on human rights in Benue 

State. Thus, the entire 384 respondents (128 from each zone) representing 100% attested to the fact that they are 

aware. This therefore implies that there is public awareness of human rights media campaign in Benue State. 

The respondents were asked the extent to which members of the public are aware of mass media human rights 

campaign in the state. The data in this regard are presented in the following Tables: 

Table 2:  Distribution of the respondents according to their mass media sources of human rights 

information 
Human Rights Information Sources  Frequency   %  

Television  112  29 

Radio  172 45 

Print media   65  17  

Internet  35 9  

Total  384 100 

Source: Field Data, 2013 

Data in Table 2 show that sources of human rights information of the respondents were TV (29%), radio (45%), 

print media (17%) and internet (9%). These results implies however that, respondents in the study areas get their 
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human rights information from diverse sources of mass media including TV, radio, newspapers and magazine 

(print media) and through the internet.  

Table 3: Respondents follow- up of Mass Media Reports on Human Rights 
Response  Kastina-Ala Makurdi Otukpo Total Percentage 

Very often  30 62 35 127 33% 
Often  75 54 67 196 51% 

Seldom  23 12 26 61 16% 

Not at all 

Total 

- 

128 

- 

128 

- 

128 

- 

384 

- 

100% 

Source: field Data, 2013 

Data in Table 3 shows how respondents from various zones follow-up mass media reports on human rights. The 

responses indicate that, 30 respondents in Kastina-Ala, 62 in Makurdi and 35 in Otukpo (that is 127 

respondents, 33%) follow-up mass media campaign very often. Another 75, 54 and 67 respondents (i.e. 196 

respondents, 51%) from Kastina-Ala, Makurdi and Otukpo respectively follow-up mass media reports on human 

rights often. The remaining 61 respondents (i.e. 16%, 23 from Kastina-Ala, 12 from Makurdi and 26 from 

Otukpo respectively) seldomly follow-up mass media reports on human rights.  This therefore implies that the 

level of follow-up on mass media reports on human rights varies. 

Table 4: The Awareness Level Created by Mass Media 
Awareness level   Kastina-Ala Makurdi Otukpo Total Percentage 

High awareness level 33 25 35 93 24% 
Average awareness level 73 103 93 269 70% 

Slight awareness level 22 - - 22 6% 

No awareness created - - - - - 

 Total  128 128 128 384 100% 

Source: Field Data, 2013 

 Table 4 shows the awareness level created through mass media campaigns on human rights in Benue 

State. Thus, 93 respondents (i.e. 24%, 33 from Kastina-Ala, 25 from Makurdi and 35 from Otukpo respectively) 

attested to the high awareness level of mass media campaign in Benue State. Also, 269 respondents (70%) made 

up of 73, 103 and 93 from Kastina-Ala, Makurdi and Otukpo respectively attested to average awareness level 

created by mass media outfits in Benue State. The remaining 22 respondents (6%) from Kastina-Ala attested to 

the slight awareness level of mass media coverage of human rights issues. These responses however imply that, 

there are varying awareness levels in which members of the public get acquainted with mass media human 

rights campaigns. 

Table 5:  The Rate of Print Media Coverage of Human Rights Campaign 

Print Media Human Rights  Coverage 

Rate  

Kastina-Ala Makurdi Otukpo Total Percentage 

Excellent  5 - 9 14 4% 

High  23 32 24 79 21% 

Average  
Low  

Very low  

Total 

95 
5 

- 

128 

84 
12 

- 

128 

90 
5 

- 

128 

269 
22 

- 

384 

70% 
6% 

- 

100% 

Source: Field Data, 2013 

 The data in Table 5 shows the coverage rate of mass media human rights campaigns in Benue State. 

Thus, from the three selected local government areas that represents the three zones in the state, a total of 14 

respondents (4%) attested to the fact that mass media coverage is excellent. A total of 79 respondents (21%) 

attested to the fact that mass media coverage of human rights issues is high. An overwhelming 269 respondents 

representing 70% of the selected sample affirmed that, mass media coverage of human rights issues is on the 

average scale. The remaining 22 respondents (6%) however maintained that mass media coverage of human 

rights issues is on the low scale.  

Table 6: The Extent of Mass Media Awareness Campaign 
Extent of Print Media Awareness   Kastina-Ala Makurdi Otukpo Total Percentage 

Very high (90-100%) - - - - - 

High (70-80%) 14 12 12 38 10% 

Average (50-60%) 

Low (30-40%) 

Very low (10-20%) 

Total 

82 

32 

- 

128 

109 

7 

- 

128 

93 

23 

- 

128 

284 

62 

- 

384 

74% 

16% 

- 

100% 

Source: Field Data, 2013 
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Data in Table 6 shows the awareness extent of mass media campaign in Benue State. Thus, a total of 38 

respondents (10%) attested that the extent is high (i.e. between 70-80%). An overwhelming 74% of the study 

(i.e. 284 respondents) maintained that the extent is average (i.e. 50-60%). The remaining 62 respondents (16%) 

however said that the extent is low. This result therefore implies that, the extent of mass media coverage of 

human rights campaign in the State is on the average scale. 

Table 7:  Perception on areas focused by print media in their campaign on human rights protection 
How to Improve Human Rights Campaign Kastina-

Ala 

Makurdi Otukpo Total Average 

Percentage 

By campaigning for respect and integrity of human person 
irrespective of class differences 

- - - - - 

By setting good agenda for human rights awareness and 

protection  

- - - - - 

By alerting the government and law enforcement agencies 

on infringement on individual rights 

- - - - - 

By revealing societal ills that discriminate the less privilege 
in the society 

- - - - - 

By upholding the campaign for freedom of speech and the 

press.  

- - - - - 

All of the above 

Total  

128 

128 

128 

128 

128 

128 

384 

384 

100% 

100% 

Source: Field Data, 2013 

 The data in table 7 shows public perception mass media focus in their campaigns on human rights 

awareness and right protection. Thus, all the 384 respondents from the selected zones (i.e. 100%, 128 from 

Kastina-Ala, 128 from Makurdi and 128 from Otukpo) chose all of the above option. This means that the media 

could improve human rights campaign by; campaigning for respect and integrity of human person irrespective 

of class differences; setting good agenda for human rights awareness and protection; alerting the government 

and law enforcement agencies on infringement on individual rights; revealing societal ills that discriminate the 

less privilege in the society; and by maintaining or upholding the campaign for freedom of speech and the press. 

Table 8: To determine whether Media Campaign induced Behaviour Change 

Response  Kastina-Ala Makurdi Otukpo Total Percentage 

Very well  94 123 68 285 74% 
Not quite 34 5 60 99 26% 

Not at all 

Total 

- 

128 

- 

128 

- 

128 

- 

384 

- 

100% 

Source: Field Data, 2013 

 The data in table 8 shows hoe mass media campaigns on human rights induce behavioural change. A 

total of 285 respondents attested to the fact that, mass media campaign on human rights induced behavioural 

change. The remaining 99 respondents representing 26% of the study sample maintained that media campaigns 

do not quite induce behaviour change.  

Table 9: Ways through which the Media Induce Behaviour Change 
How Print Media Induce Behaviour Change Kastina-Ala Makurdi Otukpo Total Average 

Percentage 

By setting agenda for human rights protection 42 - 23 65 17% 

By arousing the consciousness of the masses - - - - - 

By enlightening and educating the masses on their 
human rights 

- - 16 16 4% 

By advocating for government and legal intervention  14 17 - 31 8% 

All of the above 72 111 89 272 71% 

Total  128 128 128 384 100% 

Source: Field Data, 2013 

 Table 9 shows the ways in which the mass media induce behavioural change. Thus, 42 respondents and 

23 respondents (i.e. 65% in all) from Kastina-Ala and Otukpo respectively attested to setting of agenda for 

human rights protection. Also 16 respondents (4%) from Otukpo affirmed enlightening and educating the 

masses on their human rights. A total of 31 respondents (i.e. 8%, 14 from Kastina-Ala and 17 from Makurdi) 

attested to advocating for government and legal intervention. In addition to the responses isolated above, the 

remaining overwhelming 272 respondents (71%) further attested to arousing the consciousness of the masses 

thus affirming ‘all of the above option’. This result however implies that, the mass media induce behavioural 

change in some various aspects in the State. 
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Table 10: Relationship between mass media coverage of human rights issues and public awareness in 

Benue State 

 
Variables n r df t-calculated t-tabulated Remark 

Media coverage of human rights 384 0.57 2 1.55 2.9200 Not Significant 

Level of public awareness 384      

   Source: Field Data, 2013 

Data in Table 10 shows Spearman Ranks Correlation Coefficient of the nature of relationship between mass 

media coverage of human rights issues and public awareness in Benue State. The correlation coefficient (Rho) 

was found to be 0.57, t cal. = 1.55 < 2.9200 t-tabulated. This means that, an insignificant (but positive) 

correlation exists between mass media coverage of human rights issues and public awareness in Benue State. 

Thus, the null hypothesis which states that, “there is no significant relationship between mass media coverage of 

human rights issues and public awareness in Benue State” is accepted.  

 

Table 11: Relationship between mass media campaigns on human rights behavioural change in Benue 

State 

 
Variables N Mean Stand. 

Dev. 

df t-calculated t-tabulated Remark 

Media coverage of human rights 384 153.6 104.46 8 0 1.8595 Not Significant 

Level of public awareness 384 153.6 89.99     

   Source: Field Data, 2013 

Data in Table 11 shows the t-test statistic for the level of influence between mass media campaigns on human 

rights and public behavioural change in Benue State. The result was not significant, the t-test result was = 0 

while the tabulated value was 1.8595 which is greater that t- calculated. Thus, based on the decision rule to 

reject HO if the calculated value is greater than the tabulated value or otherwise, the null hypothesis which state 

that, ‘mass media campaigns on human rights have no significant influence on public behavioural change in 

Benue State” is accepted. With the acceptance of the null hypothesis, it implies that, there is no significant 

influence on behavioural change in Benue State by print media human rights campaigns. 

IX. Discussion 
Foremost, the study finds out that the members of the public are aware of mass media campaigns on human 

rights protection in Benue State. However, the correlation between mass media human rights campaigns and 

public awareness shows a positive relationship which is not significant. Notwithstanding, the average awareness 

level of the public discovered also signifies that the media still need to do a lot of mass mobilization and 

sensitization as to bring every individual to the full knowledge of their fundamental human rights in the society.  

In fact, this finding confirmed Ojo (2006) who in the review made in this study observed that, Nigeria’s human 

rights records was nothing to write home about over the years mainly because of the long years of military 

dictatorship. As a result, Nigeria's human rights record remains poor and government officials at all levels 

continue to commit serious abuses. The media should therefore take a cue from this and embark on adequate 

campaign that will educate the masses. 

The study found that, mass media have being able to induce behavioural change in the society in their campaign 

for human rights protection. This particular aim is achieved through agenda setting reports for human rights 

protection; arousing the consciousness of the masses; enlightening and educating the masses on their rights; and 

by advocating for government and legal intervention. This finding is in consonant with the agenda setting theory 

which emphasized bring up issues for public discussion. 

 The study also found that the state of mass media coverage of human rights issues is on the average 

scale, and thus have not fully created the atmosphere for human rights protection. This finding confirms 

Aborisade, Ikhariale and Afuye (2005) who maintained that, over the years, the Nigerian media through which 

the people get most of their reports and information about issues have not been traditionally top on the game 

regarding issues and coverage of human rights. They noted that, the media has not always been able to 

consistently offer professional and qualitative reports in a way that helps to draw the critical connection between 

rights, freedom and development. Notwithstanding, the findings in this study implies that, the mass media 

crusade for human rights awareness and protection is still on-going with the arrival of the democracy back into 

the country and the signing into law the Freedom of the Information Bill (FOIB). 

X. Conclusion 

Based on the data collected and analyzed in this study, the study concludes that, human rights are universal 

rights accruing to every human being by the virtue of their humanity, as such are supposed to be applied without 

discrimination. Thus, the quest for the respect and protection of human rights should therefore be seen as part of 

a broader effort to preserve the dignity of human individual and protecting the essence of living. Hence, 

infringement on those rights will defeat the true essence of the internationally accepted principle for human 

rights which by law should be guarded in the society.  
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Also, a boisterous mass media is crucial for the campaign for human rights protection in the country’s nascent 

democracy. The putative role of the print media in sustaining democracy is therefore that of setting agenda for 

public discussion on human rights and provides a wide range of space for the society to express their views. In 

essence, the role of the mass media as rooted in Chapter II (22) of the 1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic 

of Nigeria tagged “Obligation of the Mass media” should be the watchword for media organizations.  

XI. Recommendations 

This study has provided the following recommendations based on the position of its findings: 

1. Mass media practitioners should hold in high esteem Chapter II (22) of the Constitution tagged 

‘Obligation of the mass media’ and perform their social responsibility, developmental and agenda 

setting functions regarding human rights protection without discrimination or favuoritism.  

2. Human rights are fundamental rights accruing to every human being by the virtue of their humanity, as 

such, everyone in the society irrespective of affluence, class or social status, should respect the rights of 

others. Thus, every individual should comply with Chapter IV (33-46) of the 1999 Constitution of the 

Federal Republic of Nigeria which is based on fundamental human rights and should also comply with 

the universally acceptable Articles 1-30 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights which is 

adopted by Nigeria. 

3. The government should strengthen the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) and put in place 

appropriate machineries to fight the cause of the common man and the down trodden. Also, the 

government should strengthen the legal system as to adjudicate justice for every Nigerian citizen whose 

right is breached.  

4. Ignorance has become a killer disease as most people do not read papers or listen to the mass media. 

Members of the public should cultivate the habit of reading newspapers and magazines and listen to 

radio or watch television as to get oneself acquainted with happenings in the society. Through this 

means the menace of human rights ignorance will be curbed to its minimum and/or be eradicated 

completely. 

5. The mass media should constantly devote a column and air space to human rights issues and continue 

to broadcast or write influential commentaries or editorials that will catch the attention of both the 

government and private individuals in the society. These commentaries and editorials should expose 

societal ills and infringement of individual rights especially those of the masses and call on the 

government to take quick action for restitution where necessary. 

6. The campaign for human rights protection cannot be handled along by the media even though 

instrumental. Therefore, human rights activists and reputable non-governmental organizations should 

join hands with the print media (together with other mass media-radio and television) in the fight for 

human rights protection. These multiplicities of medium will help a long way of bringing decorum in 

the society.  
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