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GEOGRAPHICAL, South Asia comprises seven countries India, Pakistan, Nepal, Bhutan Bangladesh, Sri 

Lanka and Maldives. Several perspectives on peace and security of this region have been put forward in the last 

few years but the situation in South Asia is still very fragile. It is now necessary to adopt new measures to solve 

various complex problems. The principal actors upon which the peace of this region depends are India and 

Pakistan. China is the only major power of Asia which can disturb the peace and security of this region at any 

time. The US, an extra-regional power has been a major actor that influences peace and security in the region 

substantially due to the mutuality of strategic and other kinds of interests in the region.
1
 

India the geographical hub of South Asia is not only the biggest but also the oldest nation of the region. 

Therefore very much like the eldest member of family, she shares the biggest responsibility to create an 

atmosphere of peace and security in the South Asian family of nations. For this, India has to keep herself strong 

and powerful commensurate to its size and capability in order not only to secure herself from , internal and 

external threats but also to secure the entire South Asia region from extra regional interference and intra 

regional, turbulence. India by virtue of being the central power of the region has to play a dominant but 

responsible, cautions as well as considerate role in producing more peace and security in South Asia. Though, 

the region whose political milieu is characterized by mistrust and misperceptions desperately demands synergic 

efforts towards the improvement of its security scenario, but India has to be in the leading role in any endeavor 

to lend abiding peace to the region. Improvement in the peace and security environment of South Asia largely 

depends on development and maintenance of good neighborly relations among the state her six neighbors are 

problematic and therefore not conducive to peace and security of South Asia. Barring the bilateral cases of India 

and Pakistan, Nepal and Bhutan, the states of South Asia do not evince much acrimony in their relations with 

each other. Hence the ameliorations of bilateral ties between India and her neighbors is key of South Asia peace, 

security and development.
2
 

The two defacto South Asian countries who acquired their independence in August 1947, where facing 

a lot of economic and political problems. The immediate problem was the partition of the sub-continent, which 

passed engulfing lacs of population. To acquire Kashmir, Pakistan attacked in the grab of tribals and occupied 

one third of it, known as Pakistan occupied Kashmir (PDX) which has become a bone of contention between the 

two countries dragging them to the brink of nuclear exchange, which was clear by the revelations after the 

Margit war (1999). 

After 1971 war contributed to Pakistan determination to 'acquire nuclear weapons an aim that was 

exposed in a secret January 1972 meeting convened by Zulfikar Ali Bhutto to launch the Pakistan nuclear 

weapon programme. Earlier in 1974 A.Q. Khan had written to P.M Bhutto altering his service to Pakistanas 

nuclear programmes.
3
 Dr. That was asked by Bhutto “to consider returning to Pakistan to contribute to nuclear 

programme”-and Khan came back to Pakistan, saying “I will see these Hindu bastards now”.
4
 Coming to 

Pakistan A.Q Khan brought with him the stolen designs from Uranium Enrichment Company Ultra Centrifuge 

Enrichment Plants.
5
 Now the most important element for making a nuclear bomb was designa neutron initiator, 

for which Pakistan designa approached China to provide help and ultimately China assisted in the area of fissile 

material production and possibly also nuclear device design.
6
 On July 11, 1985 reported that Pakistan had 

successfully tested the non nuclear triggering package for a nuclear weapon.
7
 This test represented a very 

important step towards making the nuclear weapon. Thus Pakistan achieved successfully the developmental 

components namely the implosion technology uranium enrichment capability and neutron initiator. What was 

now it went nuclear by 1987, putting the Indian political circle into a great embarrassing condition. Now the 

only option before India was to go ahead and build the bombs.
8
 Between 1988 and 1990 it readied at least two 

dozen nuclear weapons for quick assembly and potential disposal. Yet notwithstanding the security threats 

around the state, India as leaders still chose not to assemble, test or deploy a nuclear arsenal.
9
 Here one can 
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easily surmise that by 1990 both India and Pakistan where at screwdrivers distance away from making the 

bomb. Now it was the turn to develop the delivery system aircraft had been the primary platform for both India 

and Pakistan to deliver the nuclear weapons if need be on Feb. 1, 1989 Pakistan conducted the first test bunches 

of ballistic missile the half-1 and half-2 with ranges of 80 and 300 kilometers respectively and the reported 

capacity to carry pay loads of up to 500 kilograms.
10

 On April 6, 1998 Gauri missile was tested by Pakistan with 

approximately 800 km range. This was a mobile medium range missile, which intended to carry a 700 kilogram 

load to a distance of 1500 kilometers. Since then Pakistan is going on testing its missile under whose cover are 

major Indian cities. Thus a nuclear weapon and missile equipped Pakistan has made its strategic programme 

India-centric.
11

 

South Asian peace and security is also inter-weven with the proliferation of nuclear weapons, missile 

development and extra-regional indulgence Of nuclear powers in the Indian ocean regions particularly when 

nuclear weapons remain as currency of prestige, power and glory in the post-proliferation situation in South 

Asia due to nuclear programme of Pakistan and India as incessant and unwavering stand to keep its nuclear 

options open.
12 

There are mainly three dimensions of maintaining peace and security in South Asia. First, 

acquiring minimal nuclear weapon based deterrence to restrain a conventional war between India and Pakistan. 

Second, nuclear weapons free region with and increased likelihood a conventional war but no chance of a 

nuclear weapon based catastrophe. Third, elimination of both the conventional war and the nuclear weapon 

based disaster by increased co-operation supported by mutual restraint.
13 
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