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I.  Introduction 

 Introduced innovations  in the traditional Mamanwa lands, through planned changed by the government and 

other stakeholders  such the  introduction of formal schooling, opening the area for mining, logging , conversion 

of the land for cash crop production were among the planned change initiatives introduced in the heartland of 

the Mamanwas in Claver , Surigao del Norte.   The Philippines, in particular is a pluralistic society of diverse 

ethno linguistic and indigenous groups. The Mamanwa is one of the minority/indigenous groups but home 

grown or native inhabitants in the area.  Social and cultural change brought by modernization, local migration 

contributed to socio-cultural change across indigenous peoples in the globe. Numerous factors in the likes of 

coming the of migrants e.g. state sponsored local migration to an area where there are numerous resources such 

in the Amazon were distributed to the coming migrants. . Tribal culture had been affected with migration 

phenomena; meaning people from outside the villages dwells with them and sharing resources commence with 

borrowing and diffusion of culture and gradually starts the process of amalgamation to the mainstream culture 

or adopting the new mode of order of the new comer. The Philippines a country of multi ethic identity/affiliation 

from Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao had been characterized of various ethnographic and ethno linguistics 

groupings. The government also is a prime mover of social change. Enactments of several legislations for 

incorporation of these indigenous communities in the mainstream Filipino society had been instituted by the 

Philippine government through the years. The creation then of Presidential Assistance for Minority, the Office 

of Cultural Minority to the present National Commission on Indigenous Peoples ( NCIP) mandated to work for 

the advancement of these communities and speed up their  advancement /welfare   such  protection of their 

ancestral domains and Indigenous Knowledge System (IKS).  The Mamanwas in some extent abandoned some 

of part of their indigenous culture in favor of the culture of the newcomer like the adaptation of Christianity as a 

religion which let them in some degree abandoned their indigenous religion. The Philippine government 

vigorously campaigned for the integration of the Mamanwas such relevant measures were passed two were 

monumental:  the Indigenous Peoples Act and the Mining Act which stipulated both the shares of the 

community of their ancestral domains resources. The Mamanwas then, one of the IP (Indigenous Peoples) group 

in Caraga, Philippines. They are numerous in the following places/areas:  Lake Mainit, Toya-Toya, and 

Urbiztondo, Taganito, Capangdan in Claver, Hetaob in Tandag City and Burgos and Tigao in Cortes Surigao 

Del Sur. The papers delve on the Mamanwas of Claver, Surigao del Norte.  As they vigorously work for their 

royalty share in the mining industry. Moreover with the passage of Indigenous Peoples of 1997 they are now 

energetically working for the protection of their ancestral domains and their Indigenous knowledge System 

(IKS). With the opening of mining firms in their ancestral domains it is a new terrain for their advancement due 

to the royalty share as provided by the relevant legislations. 

  

II. Statement of the Problem: 

The study was designed to look into the following sub problems: 

Abstract: Social Cultural Change has affected   the traditional Mamanwa society. The following drivers of 

change contributed to the changes of  their indigenous  society: opening of the Mamanwa land to the mining 

industry, the education services provided by the Philippine government to the indigenous groups such the 

Mamanwas, the services of the local government unit of Claver which included  the IP communities notably 

the Mamanwas of the following sites: Taganito, Urbiztondo and Capangdan. The following /cited drivers of 

change somehow changes/ alter the Mamanwa customary society which the study delves with.  
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1. What are the drivers of socio-cultural change of the Mamanwas? 

2. To what extent /degree these drivers of social change have affected the traditional Mamanwa society? 

3. What is the extent of socio-cultural transition of the Mamanwas? 

4. To what extent the planned changed introduced by the Philippine government have contributed to the 

improvement of their economic conditions?  

 

III. Methods 

 The study used Ethnographic method. Using the following strategies:   participative and non observation, Focus 

group discussion, field work/immersion employing key informants. It used the standard /strategies of 

ethnographic method.  Free, Prior and Informed consent were secured in the sites of the study in accordance 

with the Indigenous Peoples Act/law /legislation of 1997 of the Philippine State.   

 

A.  Setting:  

 
 

Plate No.1 Going to the Mining area of Claver, Surigao del Norte. Photo Credit: Dr. Ramel D. Tomaquin 

Claver is a second-class municipality the province of Surigao del Norte Philippines a total land area of 322.60 

square kilometers (124.56 sq mi), it is the largest municipality of the province. As of the 2010 census, it has a 

population of 23,702 people .It has the largest deposit of iron ore in Asia. (2010 Census Population and 

Housing. National Statistics office in    en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Claver, _Surigao_del_Norte).  

 

B.  Limits:  

The study was limited only in Claver, Surigao del Norte in the following sites: Taganito, Urbiztondo and 

Capangdan.  

 

 
Plate No. 2. The Rich Mining area of the site: Photo Credit Dr.Ramel D. Tomaquin. 

 

IV. Results and Discussion: 

The socio-cultural changes of the traditional Mamanwa society /its amalgamation to the Philippine body-politic 

were due to the following drivers of Change: 

1. Political Integration. With the establishment of Political structure of the Philippine government in the 

Mamanwa land they have exercised the right of sugrage as a citizen of the Philippines. With these made them 

active recipient of government programs and services. The Mamanawas have been a source of rich voting 

source/elector lured by local politicians. In a local election local politicians visited the settlements to win their 

votes and promises were made that made them hopeful. 
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2. Economic Integration. The anti-poverty alleviation program of the Philippine government through the anti –

poverty initiatives termed/called “Pantawid sa Mahirap Program “. Made the Mamanwa realized that the 

program aims for the less fortunate or economically disadvantage Filipinos thus they have vigorously worked to 

be a recipient of the program or for their inclusion in the 4 P’s.  

3. The Introduction of formal schooling in the Mamanwa land. Basic Education Program had been introduced in 

the Mamanwa settlements. The Department of Education mobile education program and the alternative 

education mode had greatly improved the literacy levels of the Mamanwas. 

 4. Study Grant.   The study grant provided by the National Commission on Indigenous Peoples (NCIP) 

encouraged the Mamanwa   to pursue higher education. Significant number of the Mamanwas such   in the   

Lake Mainit area had been recipient of government study grants. 

 
Plate No. 3 The traditional role of Mamanwa midwife diminishes with the Introduction of modern 

medical intervention in the Mamanwa land. Photo Credit: Dr. Ramel D. Tomaquin 

 

 5. Opening of the Mamanwa land to the mining companies. Claver, Surigao del Norte is the largest iron deposit 

in Asia with these mining companies opens their business in the Mamanwa lands. Full realization of the 

royalties in the mining firms had been work out by the Mamanwa communities and the mining companies.  

6. Passage of the Local Government Code of 1991. The passage of this Code resulted to the decentralization of 

powers from the central government of Manila to the local governments.  Significant powers had benn granted 

to the Local Government Units one of which improving the services to the Indigenous communities such the 

Mamanwas.  

7. The introduction of modern medical intervention .The intervention of modern medical services in the 

Mamanwa lands contributed to their increasing life span and good sanitary conditions. The health centers in 

each village (Sityu) provided the immediate medical services to the communities.  The wide program of Phil 

Health of the Philippine government ushers’ relevant medical services thus decreases the infant and mother 

deaths during delivery and pregnancy related mortality. In like manner, the influence of the village midwifes 

slowly demisneshes as the Mamanwas now depend on the licensed midwife/medical worker. It is ordinary for 

the member of the tribe to be admitted in the Provincial Hospital/Regional Hospital of Caraga in Surigao City   

and availed the public health services due to this modern medical intervention. 

8. Ancestral Domain Claims. The ancestral domain claim of the Mamanwa which was already granted by the 

Philippine government through the Certificate of Ancestral Domain Title (CADT) encompasses the rich mining 

areas of Claver in the Province of Surigao del Norte. Issues of royalty claims in accordance of the Indigenous 

Peoples At of 1997 and the Mining Act of the Philippines had been discussed with the mining companies’; 

peaceful resolution has very bright prospects indeed.  

9. Contributions of the NGO’s (Non Government Organization). The NGO’s in the sites have vigorously 

campaigned for the advancement/welfare of the tribe such numerous livelihood assistance had been introduced.  

These NGO’s promoted the welfare of the Mamanwas in the aspects of livelihood interventions, environmental 

protection, and health services and among others. 

10. The enhanced tribal organizations such the council of elders e.g. KATRIMA, Marigon, Hawodon and 

among others in some degree empowers the Mamanwas to negotiate for their royalty claim in the ancestral 

lands/domains.   

11. The promotion of the Mamanwas basketry/handicrafts   by the local government unit and the promotion of 

local tourism made the handicrafts /basketry of the Mamanwas known to the local tourist. The Mamanwas are 

famous for their basketry/handicrafts. 

12. The introduction of modern agricultural intervention .The introduction of new farming techniques to the 

Mamanwa community increases the tribe farm harvest thus improved their earning differentials. 

13. Developments of Forest Resources. The opening of the area to the lumber companies benefitted in some 

extent the Mamanwas. These lumber companies hired the Mamanwas as laborers. This arena contributed as 

additional source of income to the tribe.  
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14. Surigao City Bunok-Bunok Festivals.   This festival commemorates the great Mamanwa culture. Its message 

is to celebrate the tribe colorful culture as the first Surigaonon (Almeda, 1997). 

15. The promotion of local tourism.  One of the thrust of the local tourism industry is the promotion of local 

culture (a culture indigenous to the land). The Mamanwas being the earliest Surigaonon (Almeda, 1997) had 

been the beneficiary of the livelihood component of the local tourism industry of the province of Surigao del 

Norte. 

 
Plate No. 4   Christian Church of the Mamanwas.Photo Credit Dr. Ramel D. Tomaquin 

V. Problems in the Integration of the Mamanwas in the Philippine Body Politic. 

 5.1 There is a growing perception that the royalty shares of the Mamanwas are not properly 

implemented.  

       5.2 The Mamanwas failed to enjoy in the full extent the educational grant offered by the Philippine 

government. 

       5.3   The anti  poverty integration /alleviation program of the Philippine government dub as the “4 P’s” 

(Pantawid sa Mahirap Program) in some extent failed to make the Mamanwas as one of its recipient. In making 

the census somehow the Mamanwas were lag/left out. 

       5.4    The livelihood intervention program to the Mamanwas lack sustanaibity. 

       5.5    There is a need to formulate a comprehensive program for the education of the Mamanwas. It seems 

mainstreaming them in the educational system does not work.  

5.6    Not all of the Mamanwas were recepient of the Phil Health Program of the Philippine government. 

Massive membership in the Phil Health Program /health program for the Mamanwas as part of the health 

services of the government is wanting. 

5.7    Establishment of the schools  of living traditions in the sites are also wanting to inculcate tribal values for 

posterity and as part of the Philippine cultural heritage.  

 

V. Conclusion: 

The development intervention provided by the Philippine government in some extent the improved the 

economic condition/status of the Mamanwas in Claver, Surigao del Norte and change the traditional Mamanwa 

society. This scenario also made the Mamanwa aware of their rights as Filipino citizens and their claim to their 

ancestral domains and protection of their indigenous knowledge system. Moreover there is a need to craft for a 

more comprehensive program to effect a speedy /complete integration of Claver Mamanwas in the aspects of 

economics notably. Multilateral approach for community development initiatives to the Mamanwas participated 

by the government line agencies, Peoples organization, non government organization can speed up Mamanwas 

full integration to the Philippine society. Philippine is a multicultural society hence the minority such the 

Mamanwas are full blooded Filipinos which the Philippine government has obligation to look into/serve.  

 

VI. Recommendation/ Futuristic Research 
 In the future the following studies are recommended: 

1 Public and Private Partnership /Initiatives or   Development Work/Community Development work to be 

addressed to the Mamanwas are fertile terrain for collaboration to speed up their integration to the Philippine 

body politic;   

2 The need to establish a school of living traditions for preservation of the Mamanwa Indigenous culture for 

posterity and as a part of Philippine heritage is strongly recommended; 

3 Policies of more educational incentives to be granted to the tribe in order that they will be more motivated to 

pursue university education; 

4. Cooperative in the three sites are needed to help/augment the economic needs of the Mamanwas; 

5 There is a need to organized/confederate the tribal organization in the three sites in order for them to 

effectively work for their advancement.  
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Plate No. 5 A closer look of the vibrant mining industry in Claver, Surigao del Norte, Philippines. Photo 

Credit Dr. Ramel D. Tomaquin 
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Plate No.6 The Mining reservation for the Mining Firms/Companies in Claver, Surigao del Norte. Photo 

Credit Dr. Ramel D. Tomaquin 
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