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I. Introduction 

Educational wastage is a worldwide phenomenon.  It is considered to emanate from failures, stagnation and drop- 

out.The extent and causes of educational wastage may however differ from country to country, region to region, 

school to school and so on. This certainly creates difficulties for policy formulation based on research in educational 

wastage. It is necessary at this stage to clearly state what precise meaning we want to convey by “Educational 

Wastage”. The National Council of Education Research and Training has in a study of educational wastage at the 

primary level defined educational wastage as follows: - “if a child leaves the school without completing the primary 

Course or it fails in a class, then the investment does not give commensurate returns. As such, both the money and 

human resources are wasted. This is what we call educational wastage. This educational wastage has two 

components – failure or grade repetition and drop – out which means premature withdrawal”. 

 

II. Review of Related Literature 

Sarmistha Pal and Geeta Gandhi Kingdon (2010), in their study “Can private school Growth Foster Universal 

Literacy? Panel Evidence from Indian Districts” have tried to study the unique district-level panel data-set from 17 

major states of India for the period 1992-2002, the focus attention on children aged 10-19 years old and classify 

them into two subgroups: upper primary school aged children (10-14 years old) and the secondary school aged 

children (15-19 years old) and also examine the nature of private school growth at primary, upper primary and 

secondary levels across the regions. The study shows that the literacy rates are lower for female children, in both the 

10-14 and 15-19 age groups. The gender difference is significantly higher in the worse performing regions, e.g., see 

eastern zones (comprising of Assam, Bihar, WB and Orissa) and northern zones (comprising of UP, MP and 

Rajasthan). Compared to the national average, age/gender specific literacy rates are lower in these two regions and 

higher in the west, south and north (Punjab and Haryana) regions. Results highlight that growing share of private 

school exerts a pronounced effect on literacy for children in the sample, but its effect on gender gap in literacy 

remains rather limited, if at all. In general, district with greater share of private school tend to experience 

significantly higher literacy, which is in line with the household/ child-level evidence that private school are more 

efficient in imparting learning. Further estimates highlight interesting regional variation between northern and 

southern regions in India: while the literacy effect of private school growth is statistically significant in the southern 

region, it is not so in the district located in the large north-Indian states, namely, Bihar, MP, Rajasthan and UP. Also 

compared to all sample districts, positive literacy effect of private school growth is much weaker in DPEP districts. 

There are also some intra-group variations (within a district) in the literacy effect of private school growth: 

compared to the general population, the effect is significantly larger for 10-14 year old SC/ST children in the 

sample. 

Huisman, Rani, and Smits, (2010), in their working paper “Keeping children in School” based on the household 

and district-level determinants of school dropout in 363 districts of 30 developing countries brought out the role 
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socio-economic and cultural factors, and of characteristics of the educational infrastructure on primary school 

enrolment. The sample constituted 70,000 children living in 439 districts of 26 states of India. The results indicated 

that most the variation in educational enrolment (around 70%) is explained by factors at the household level, of 

which socio-economic factors are most important. And the result also indicated that, in the cities schooling decisions 

are hardly influenced by supply-side factors. In rural areas, however, these factors do play an important role. If there 

are fewer schools or teachers, or if the local culture is more patriarchal, rural children (in particular girls) participate 

substantially less. The major finding of this respect was that in rural areas inequalities between socio-economic 

status groups are lower if more school and teachers are available. It has been found that socio-economic indices like 

the characteristics of households, parental income, wealth, education and occupation, have long been known to be 

major determinants of educational enrolment and achievement in both developing and developed countries. 

III. Need and Significant of the Study 

The main aim of this study is to show wastage in perspective and to stimulate further research in related field. We 

are aware what our efforts are largely exploratory and that our probes are neither intensive nor comprehensive. It is 

therefore not our claim that we are out to present a detailed picture of thesituation. Educationists, as well as 

academicians and administrators, are deeply concerned with the problem of educational wastage.Therefore, the 

research feltthat  the need of study  may  give the better understanding to the people and government  and will help 

in taking  the necessary steps to tackle the  factors affecting towards the educational wastage  in primary education 

with the concerned district. 

IV. Objective of the Study 

The main objective of the study is to know the factors affecting towards the educational wastage and to find out 

some measures to tackle the problems. 

V. Hypothesis of the Research 

1. The poor economic condition of the people leads towards the educational wastage. 

2. The parents are not conscious about the important of education towards their children. 

METHODOLOGY 

Population: There are many children who drop out from the regular schools for the many reasons and it is a very 

big issue of our country as well as of our states and districts. 

Sample: The sample is taken from the age 6 - 14 years of children of school going and non – going children of  

Birbhum district. (W.B. India). 

VI. Analysis and Interpretation of Data 

Table 1.  Continuation of the study 

 
  Frequency Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid yes 204 68.0 68.0 

no 96 32.0 100.0 

Total 300 100.0  

 

Table provides information about children who are actually enrolled in school and are in the age group 6-14 years.  

 

 
Figure 1. Continuation of the study 
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The percentage of children enrolled to total sample of children in school going is 204(68 per cent) and school not 

going is 96 (32 per cent). 

 

Figure 2. Reason of Educational wastage in relation to Community 

 
 

Figure provides the information about the reason for drop-out in relation to different community of the society. It is 

found that reason varies with one community to another. Here, it is seen that 21.1 per cent (out of 24) of the parents 

of Bengali community said that their children are dropped – out because of they have to earn and support the family. 

33.3 per cent (out of 27) of the parents of Santali community said that their children are dropped- out because of 

family problems.16.7 per cent (out of 6) of the parents of Bihari community said that their children are dropped- out 

because of no interest in study and long distance of the school respectively. 

 

Figure 3. Reason of Educational wastage in relation to Religion 
 

 
Further it is found the reason for drop- out in relation to religion varies with the different factors. 15 per cent of the 

parents of the Hindu religion said that their children are dropped- out because of family problem and they have to 
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earn and support the family respectively.5 per cent of the parents of the Muslim religion said that their children are 

dropped- out because of family problems which includes the early marriages of girls and work and earn for the 

family to support their living respectively. As the parents of Christian religion were less in number they pointed out 

only family problems are the main cause of drop-out.5 per cent of the parents of the Muslim religion said that their 

children are dropped- out because of family problems which include the early marriages of girls and work and earn 

for the family to support their living respectively. As the parents of Christian religion were less in number they 

pointed out only family problems are the main cause of drop-out. 

 
VII. Major finding of the Research 

The enormity of the problem of educational wastage increases further when we view it in relation to the remote 

areas and their population, who are victims of economic deprivation and social humiliation. Further the people not 

only grown under abject poverty but they suffer from economic oppression, social suppression and culture isolation. 

VIII. Conclusion 

The researcher so far dwelt upon the causes of high drop-out rate and has examined their implications. It has been 

stated above that compelling economic conditions of these children is, no doubt,very important factor affection the 

drop-out rate. But sometimes it is over emphasized out of proportion and this can be corrected by necessary 

extension work. These children have to be explained that the education they take must normally result into 

something very tangible i.e. it must bring the economic returns. At the same time it has to be explained to them that 

education will start giving returns over a period of time and the necessary patience has to be cultivated in them it is a 

process and therefore it cannot be achieved overnight, attempts might certainly have to be made to accelerate the 

process.They have also to be convinced that there are certainstructure constraints in a tradition- bound society and it 

takes time to change. Itis a question therefore how successfully we are able to impress upon them these realities, and 

this will depend upon how successfully we are in a position to do the extension work. In order to make the process 

smooth and further in order to lighten the economic burden of education on the parents of the economically weak 

children one might suggest that the quantum of maintenance allowance may be increased with rise in the cost of 

maintenance. 
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