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I. Introduction 
The roles and challenges of small holding agriculture in India. It covers trends in agricultural growth, cultivation 

patterns, participation of small holding agriculture, productivity performance of small holders, linking small 

holders with  markets including value chains, role of small holders in enhancing food security and employment 

generation,  differential policies and institutional support for small holders and, challenges and future options for 

small holding agriculture including information needs.  It also provides lessons from the experience of India on 

small holding agriculture for other countries. 

The biggest challenge for Indian agriculture is the decreasing size of land holdings, which can potentially make 

the profession unfeasible. Indian agriculture is undergoing a heavy stress as average land holdings is decreasing 

day by day. Our acreage has remained at 140 million hectares since 40 years but the number of farmers has 

increased from 7 crore to 14 crore. We are adding one crore farmers every five years. With smaller land at 

disposal, there is a decrease in farmers’ capacity to invest in land. With average land holding halved, the cost of 

getting inputs and time consumed has doubled. Unlike the all-India trend of a declining average size in operational 

land holdings, small and marginal farmers were leaving agriculture in Punjab by either selling their land or leasing 

it out.  Average size of operational land holdings per farmer in India is 1.2 hectares according to the agricultural 

census of 2011. The worry is land is dividing due to population pressure and farmer is not interested in this 

profession then only the question is how to make this profess In this paper study on the land holding size  in Satara 

District 

 

II. Objectives 
A. To study land holding size in Satra district  

B. To analysis of Land holding size of Satara District 

 

III. Study Area 
The Satara district is situated in west part in Maharashtra state. This district consists eleven tahsils covering 1739 

villages. The total area extent is of 10,480 sq. km. extending from 17°05’ to 18°11’ north latitudes and 73°33’ to 

74°54’ east longitudes. This district is confined by Pune district to north, Solapur district to east, Sangli district 

to south and Ratanagiri district and Raigarh districts to west (Fig.1). It has very short boundary of Raigad district 

to the northwest. Although the boundaries are mainly administrative line along with several lines this considered 

with physical features.Satara district has typical landscapes due to variations in relief, climate and vegetation. The 

variation of relief ranges from the pinnacles and high plateau of the main Sahyadriyans range having heights over 
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1200 meters above mean sea level to the subdued basin of  Nira river with an average height of about 600 meters 

above mean sea level. The climate ranges from the rainiest in the Mahabaleshwar region which has an average 

annual rainfall of over 6000 mm to the driest in Man, Phaltan, Khandala and Khatav tahsils where the average 

annual rainfall is about 500 mm. Satara is predominately a rural district of the 23 inhabited places in the district, 

1739 are villages and 15 towns including in the Satara district.  

 

 
 

IV. Data and Methodology 

The present work is exclusively based on secondary data. Such data is collected from District Reports, Agriculture 

Department, Statistical Abstracts and District Gazetteers. The Information published in Newspapers and 

Magazines was also obtained along with certain books. Besides this, some other published and unpublished 

records are also used for the collection from different government offices like district statistical department and 

tehsil level offices. 

Table No. 1: Distribution of Land Holding Size in Satara District. 
Sr.no Taluka Size of holing in Acres 

1 Man 18.63 

2 Khatav 13.91 

3 Phaltan 12.78 

4 Koregaon  11.97 

5 Karad 10.90 

6 Satara 7.60 

7 Patan 7.29 

8 Jaoli 7.08 

9 Wai 4.78 

10 Khandala 4.13 

11 Mahabaleshwar 0.93 

Source: compiled by author 

 

V. Land Holding Size 

The size of holdings is bound to differ between any two districts as well as between talukas of the district due to 

a number of factors. However, the plot of land available for cultivation and number of persons entitled to share 

in it are of greater importance among them since they have a direct bearing on the problem. The number of persons 

entitled to share in a plot of land mainly depends upon the system of land tenure prevalent in the district. The 
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customary laws of inheritance and succession arc also partly responsible for the small size of holdings, through 

the sub-division and fragmentation of holding. The average size of holding was the smallest in Mahabaleshwar 

taluka at 0.93 acre, whereas it was the biggest in Man taluka at 18.63 acres. The comparative position of the 

average size of holding in all the talukas of the district. 

 

 

Table No. 2: Quinquennial Statement of Holdings in Government Rayatwari Area in Satara District (1952-53). 

Magnitude groups. 

Class A. Class B. 

Number of 

persons. 

Area held in acres. Number of 

persons. 

Area held in acres. 

Khalsa. Inam. Khalsa. Inam. 

Upto 5 acres 86,451 1,58,733 35,762 4,123 6,879 2,619 

5 to 15 acres 37,045 2,86,069 30,024 1,169 8,352 2,401 

15 to 25 acres 10,099 1,79,370 26,974 312 5,286 1,022 

25 to 100 acres 7,194 2,49,353 24,541 202 6,645 1,705 

100 to 500 acres 274 30,029 5,983 8 752 311 

500 acres and above 7 4,037 1,403 -- -- -- 

Total 1,41,070 9,08,391 1,24,887 5,814 27,914 8,058 

Source: compiled by author 

 

Magnitude groups. 

Class C. Total. 

Number of 

persons. 

Area held in acres Number of 

persons. 

Percentage to 

the total. 

Area held in 

acres. 

Percentage to 

the total. Khalsa. Inam. 

Upto 5 acres 24,710 40,987 22,403 1,15,284 61.17 2,67,583 19.17 

5 to 15 acres 11,901 57,710 22,342 50,115 26.59 4,07,698 29.20 

15 to 25 acres 2,710 34,697 13,567 13,121 6.96 2,62,716 18.82 

25 to 100 acres 2075 53,707 29,601 9,471 5.02 3,65,552 26.18 

100 to 500 acres 176 10,159 13,572 458 0.24 60,806 4.36 

500 acres and above 20 11,680 14,705 27 0.02 31,825 2.27 

Total 41,592 2,10,740 1,16,190 1,88,476 100.00 13,96,180 100.00 

Source: compiled by author 

 

The taluka-wise distribution of khalsa and inam rayatwari area among holders  of Class A, B and C is indicated 

in the following table: 

The holdings in the district are divided into three classes A, B and C. Class A comprises persons who cultivate 

land by themselves with or without the help of hired lab our; class B consists of those who do not cultivate land 

by themselves but supervise and direct cultivation by farm servants or labourers; while class C comprises those 

persons who receive rent but do not participate directly or indirectly in cultivation. Each class is further sub-

divided into khalsalands and inam lands. Broadly speaking, persons in the first two classes can be styled as 

agriculturists, while those in the last class can be described as non-agriculturists. The following quinquennial 

statement of holdings in Satara district, in 1952-53, gives an idea of the distribution of khalsa and inam lands 

among the holders in relation to various magnitude groups: 

 The Act provides for the consolidation of holdings into compact blocks. This process is bound to work slowly, 

as it involves a series of problems before the scheme is successfully implemented. To mention only a few, field 

inspection and valuation of all scattered holdings and their re-distribution in such a manner as to ensure to the 

persons concerned a fair deal are some of the important as well as intricate problems. The basic principle implied 

in the scheme is that re-distribution of land is made within the existing proprietary rights and that in the process 

of exchange everybody should get land of the same value and of equal productivity. For this purpose, lands of 

equal fertility and out-turn are chosen for an exchange. But where this is not feasible, compensation has to be paid 

to the. Cultivator parting with a better plot of land. The amount of compensation is determined in accordance with 

the provision of the Land Acquisition Act, 1894, and is recoverable from the other party receiving the better plot 

of land. Every owner to whom a holding is allotted is given the same rights in holding and encumbrances like a 

lease, mortgage, debts, etc. are transferred to the new holding. 

 In the process of consolidation the interests of the tenants are sought to be so safeguarded that no person is 

deprived of his land or of his tenancy. The cost of consolidation is entirely borne by the Government. No charge 

or fee is levied on the holders affected by the scheme. In the initial stages the progress of the work was slow, as 

numerous legal and practical difficulties were encountered and had to be solved. The success of the scheme 

depended upon the extent of co-operation extended by the people who were much less on account of their 

prejudices and reluctance to exchange their ancestral lands. Incorrect entries in the Record of Rights were also a 

factor responsible for impeding the progress of the scheme. The work of drafting or devising such a scheme as 

will be in conformity with the various provisions and objectives of the Act and as will be agreeable to all the 

cultivators concerned is really a stupendous task. However, it is a welcome feature that with the passage of time 

and with the actual implementation of some of the schemes, the work of consolidation is registering a satisfactory 

progress.  
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VI. Conclusions 
The size of holdings is bound to differ between any two districts as well as between talukas of the district due to 

a number of factors. However, the plot of land available for cultivation and number of persons entitled to share 

in it are of greater importance among them since they have a direct bearing on the problem. The number of persons 

entitled to share in a plot of land mainly depends upon the system of land tenure prevalent in the district. The 

customary laws of inheritance and succession arc also partly responsible for the small size of holdings, through 

the sub-division and fragmentation of holding. The average size of holding was the smallest in Mahabaleshwar 

taluka at 0.93 acre, whereas it was the biggest in Man taluka at 18.63 acres. The comparative position of the 

average size of holding in all the talukas of the district. 
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